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ABSTRACT
This study  was conducted fo r  th e  purpose of analyzing se lec ted  
p r iv a te  n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  c lubs in  th e  Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
a re a .
The re c re a t io n  c lubs included  in  t h i s  study were termed 
"se lec te d "  p r im a rily  because th ey  were is o la te d  fo r  study by th e  .• 
exclusion  o f o th e r  p r iv a te  n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  c lubs which are 
c o n tro lle d  by n a tio n a l  f r a t e r n a l  o rd e rs , r e l ig io u s  groups, lab o r 
o rg an iz a tio n s  o r  o th e r  n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s .
The a u th o r 's  knowledge o f r e c re a t io n a l  c lu b s , in q u ir ie s  o f 
c lub  managers, and a  survey o f  th e  C harte rs  o f C orporation fo r  the  
S ta te  o f L ouisiana rev ea led  th e  e x is te n c e  o f eleven such clubs in  
th e  Baton Rouge, L ou isiana  a re a .
With th e  a id  o f a  q u e s tio n n a ire , d a ta  d esc rib in g  th e  e s ta b l is h ­
m ent, o rg a n iz a tio n , a d m in is tra tio n , f a c i l i t i e s  and program o f th e  
e leven clubs were c o lle c te d  by th e  au th o r during  v i s i t s  w ith club 
p erso n n el.
A fte r com pleting c o lle c t io n  o f  d a ta , th e  eleven clubs were 
ca teg o rized  accord ing  to  th e  method by which th ey  were financed . The 
v a rio u s  methods of f in an c in g  were d iv id ed  in to  fo u r major ca teg o rie s  
and each category  was t r e a te d  as a se p a ra te  chap ter in  t h i s  study.
The fo u r  m ajor p lan s  o f  f in a n c ia l  support rep re sen ted  by th ese  
c lubs were th e  sa le  o f sh a res  o f stock  to  members, sa le  o f c e r t i f i c a te s
o f  membership to  members, a  com bination o f  p r iv a te  investm ent and 
s a le  o f shares o f s to c k , and by p r iv a te  investm ent.
Data pertinent to  the d escrip tion  o f the establishm ent, 
organization , adm inistration, program, f a c i l i t i e s ,  and finance of  
the eleven clubs studied were condensed in to  f iv e  ta b les  in  order 
th a t they could more conveniently be analyzed.
The a n a ly s is  o f th ese  d a ta  can be summarized as fo llow s:
P r iv a te  re c re a tio n  in  th e  Baton Rouge a re a  i s  v a rie d , 
however, swimming i s  th e  most popu lar a c t iv i t y ,  and i t  accounts fo r  
th e  la r g e s t  p a r t  o f th e  money spen t f o r  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .
Each group has d e f in i te  requ irem ents fo r  membership, inc lud ing  the  
subm ission o f an a p p lic a tio n  to  a membership committee and th e  
purchase o f a share o f s to c k , membership c e r t i f i c a t e  o r some o th e r  
evidence of membership. There a re  membership dues fo r  each o rgan iza­
t io n .  The amount v a r ie s  w ith  each group accord ing  to  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  
and number o f members.
The c o s t o f th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  t h i s  study ranged 
from $4,650.00 to  $185,000.00. They se rv ic e  membership groups 
ranging in  s iz e  from e ig h t fa m ilie s  to  over a  thousand members, a t  
monthly dues ranging  from $2.50  to  $12 .00 , and an i n i t i a l  investm ent 
ranging from $10.00  to  $700 .00 .
The e leven  c lubs in  t h i s  s tudy  re p re se n t a  t o t a l  annual income 
o f $181,000.00. Seven hundred and e ig h t thousand d o l la r s  worth of
v i
f a c i l i t i e s  a re  used to  p rov ide  re c re a t io n a l  and so c ia l  o p p o rtu n itie s , 
fo r  th e  members.
The fo llow ing  conclu sions seem j u s t i f i e d  a f t e r  analyzing  the  
d a ta  ga thered  during  t h i s  s tudy :
1. Most p r iv a te  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  Baton Rouge, L ouisiana
were o rgan ized  because members f e l t  th a t  p u b lic  re c re a tio n  
f a c i l i t i e s  were no t conven ien tly  a v a i la b le ,  o r  d id  not 
inc lude  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  programs o f a c t iv i t y  d e s ired  by th e  
o rgan iz ing  group.
2. Membership in  th e  c lubs in  t h i s  s tudy  i s  se le c te d  p r im a rily
on th e  b a s is  o f  th e  lo c a tio n  o f re s id en c e .
3 . Swimming i s  th e  s in g le  common i n te r e s t  which promoted th e
estab lishm en t o f th e  c lubs in  t h i s  s tudy .
4. P r iv a te  c lubs make a s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  re c re a tio n
in  th e  C ity  o f  Baton Rouge.
5. P r iv a te  clubs o f  v a rio u s  s iz e s  and c o s ts  can opera te
su c c e ss fu lly .
6 . Groups o f  v a rio u s  s iz e s  can su c c e s s fu lly  e s ta b l is h  and
m ain tain  some ty p e  o f  p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y .
7. People o f  m oderate incomes can p rovide s p e c ia l  r e c re a t io n a l
and s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  them selves in  a p r iv a te  c lub .
8 . The c lubs s tu d ied  in  t h i s  in v e s tig a t io n  a re  f in a n c ia l ly
s ta b le  and a re  in c re a s in g  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  and programs 
according  to  t h e i r  income.
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The thousands o f c h ild re n  and a d u lts  u sing  playgrounds, beaches, 
p o o ls , and parks each summer i l l u s t r a t e  one o f  th e  s t r ik in g  develop­
ments o f  American l i f e —th e  r i s e  o f r e c re a t io n  as a m ajor element in  
th e  n a tio n a l  scene. With more l e i s u r e ,  h ig h e r wages, and g re a te r  
m o b ility , Americans have devoted a g r e a t ly  in c re ased  share  o f t h e i r  
tim e and money to  re la x a tio n  and r e c re a t io n .
Probably th e  g re a te s t  spur to  r e c re a t io n  in  th e  p a s t cen tu ry  
has been th e  in c re as in g  amount o f  tim e made a v a ila b le  fo r  i t  by 
decreases in  working hours. A hundred y e a rs  ago, th e  average work 
week was about s ix ty -e ig h t  h o u rs , and on ly  about s ix te e n  hours a  week 
could be devoted to  le is u re  p u r s u i ts .  With th e  average work week now 
about f o r ty  h o u rs , le is u re  tim e has alm ost t r i p l e d ,  to ta l in g  n e a r ly  
fo r ty - fo u r  hours a  week. The in c re a s in g ly  po p u lar f iv e  day work week 
and paid  v aca tio n s  provide c o n cen tra tio n  o f l e i s u r e  tim e which was 
a v a ila b le  to  very  few people even f i f t y  y e a rs  ago. E a r l ie r  re tire m e n t 
and in c rease  o f  th e  l i f e  span, m oreover, have added le i s u r e  y e a rs  to  
th e  l a t e r  p e rio d  o f  l i f e .  I f  th e se  tre n d s  c o n tin u e , th e  average man 
i s  l ik e ly  to  have more and more spare  tim e on h is  hands and an 
in c re as in g  need f o r  ways o f  u sing  i t  c o n s tru c t iv e ly .
Along w ith  increased  le is u r e  has come in creased  m o b ility . With 
an average o f one passenger c a r  to  every  th re e  persons in  th e  U nited
S ta te s ,  a  h igh  p ro p o rtio n  o f American fa m ilie s  own cars  and th u s 
can e a s i ly  seek re c re a tio n  o u ts id e  t h e i r  own neighborhoods.
With t h i s  in c rease^ in  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  p lay  has come recogn i­
t io n  o f th e  value o f  re c re a tio n  to  a h e a lth y  so c ie ty . The ro le  o f 
p lay  in  good p h y s ic a l development has long been known. More re c e n tly , 
p s y c h ia t r i s ts  have come to  r e a l iz e  th a t  r e c re a t io n  a lso  h e lp s to  
c re a te  sound m ental h e a lth  by supplying d e s ira b le  o u t le t s  fo r  im pulses 
which a re  fundam ental in  human n a tu re . Com petitive games s a t i s f y  th e  
ag g ress iv e  i n s t in c t ;  c r a f t s  and hobbies g ive  an o u t le t  fo r  th e  c re a tiv e  
u rg e ; re c re a tio n  .provides an escape from th e  te n s io n s  o f  modem l iv in g .  
I t  i s  now a lso  recognized  th a t  r e c re a t io n a l  programs he lp  to  p reven t 
ju v e n ile  delinquency and a t  th e  o th e r  end o f th e  l i f e  span, he lp  to  
ward o f f  boredom.
Some o f th e  same fo rce s  which have produced w ider o p p o r tu n itie s  
f o r  re c re a tio n  have brought about an in c reased  need fo r  i t .  Urbani­
z a tio n  and h ig h er b u ild in g  c o s ts  have cu t down th e  s iz e  o f fam ily  
l iv in g  q u a rte rs  and consequently  reduced th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  fo r  e n te r ta in ­
ment a t  home. The monotonous n a tu re  o f much modem employment, 
p a r t i c u la r ly  in  m anufacturing where a  man may spend e ig h t hours a  day 
in  a s in g le  o p e ra tio n , e n d le ss ly  re p e a te d , b u ild s  up th e  need fo r  
v a r ie ty  and p e rso n a l expression  which re c re a tio n  can supply .
As th e  s o c ia l  value o f  re c re a tio n  came to  be more w idely 
r e a l iz e d ,  p u b lic  agencies began to  assume r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  making 
f a c i l i t i e s  a v a ila b le  to  th e  whole community. Making re c re a tio n  
w idely  a v a ila b le  poses se v e ra l problems o f p u b lic  p o lic y  which a re
3no t easy to  so lv e . Expansion o f p u b lic  f a c i l i t i e s  to  meet th e  
growing need has ra is e d  various problems r e l a t in g  to  development o f 
re c re a t io n  programs and to  ad m in is tra tio n  o f  r e c re a t io n a l  opportun i­
t i e s  to  meet th e  needs and in te r e s t s  o f d i f f e r e n t  age groups.
P ub lic  re c re a tio n  has follow ed a course somewhat s im ila r  to  
th a t  o f  p u b lic  education , developing from sm all programs serv ing  
only  a few to  la rg e  programs fo r  people o f a l l  s o c ia l ,  economic, 
and age groups. O pportun ities  fo r  re c re a tio n  a re  now being provided 
by hundreds o f  m unicipal and county governm ents. Most s ta te s  o f f e r  
a s s is ta n c e  to  lo c a l  programs by m ain tain ing  s t a te  re c re a tio n  a re a s , 
such as p a rk s , w aysides, f i s h  and game p re se rv e s , beaches, and 
museums. "The many F edera l agencies th a t  p rov ide re c re a t io n a l  
o p p o r tu n itie s  to  th e  people o f th e  United S ta te s  affox’d evidence 
th a t  th e  F ed era l Government recogn izes re c re a t io n  as a phase o f th e  
g en e ra l w e lfa re  fo r  which i t  has a b a s ic  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .
F ed e ra l agencies c a rry  out a v a r ie ty  o f  re c re a t io n  fu n c tio n s  
in  se rv in g  th e  g en era l p u b lic . S evera l o f  them c o n tro l 
p ro p e r t ie s  such as p a rk s , f o r e s ts ,  w i ld l i f e  p rese rv e s  and 
re s e rv o ir  a re a s , which con ta in  f a c i l i t i e s  used f o r  re c re a t io n . 
Some prov ide adv isory  se rv ice  in  connection  w ith  th e  p lann ing , 
o p e ra tio n  and maintenance o f f e d e r a l ,  s ta te  and lo c a l  re c re a t io n  
a re a s  and f a c i l i t i e s ,  whereas o th e rs  serve through  th e  p u b lic a ­
t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and cooperation  w ith  n a t io n a l ,  s t a te  and 
o th e r  a g en c ie s .^
R ecrea tion  i s  now an in te g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  ed u ca tio n a l system ,
N ationa l R ecreation  A sso c ia tio n , R ecreation  and Park Yearbook 
o f  1961 (New York 11, New York: N a tiona l R ecreation  A sso c ia tio n , 1961) ,
p . 1 .
^ Ib id .
adding a  fo u rth  "R" to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  th re e —read in g , ' r i t i n g ,  and 
• r i th m e tic . Youth agencies such as boys1 c lu b s , 4-H c lu b s , and 
Scout g roups, have re c re a tio n  as an im p o rtan t, i f  no t m ajo r, 
fu n c tio n . Churches have been a c tiv e  in  re c re a tio n  fo r  c h ild re n  and 
y o u th , and many o f  them now sponsor a d u lt  programs as w e ll. 
I n d u s t r ia l  re c re a tio n  ta k e s  many form s, ranging  from an occasional, 
company-sponsored re c re a t io n a l  event to  a year-round  program fo r  
each member o f th e  em ployee's fam ily .
In  view o f th e  u n iv e rs a l need and d e s ire  f o r  r e c re a t io n  in  
i t s  d iv e r s i f ie d  form s, i t  i s  no t su rp r is in g  th a t  a m u ltitu d e  o f 
agencies a re  p rov id ing  re c re a tio n  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f w idely  d i f f e r e n t  
ty p e s . Some o f th e se  agencies serve on ly  t h e i r  members; o th e rs  
serve  th e  e n t i r e  community. Many a re  concerned w ith  a s in g le  form 
o f  r e c re a t io n , w hile o th e rs  o f f e r  a  wide range o f a c t i v i t i e s .  Some 
agenc ies e x is t  fo r  th e  f in a n c ia l  p r o f i t  which accrues from p rov id ing  
th e  p u b lic  w ith r e c re a t io n , w hile  th e  so le  purpose o f o th e rs  ,s th e  
enrichm ent o f l i f e .
A simple and lo g ic a l  grouping o f  th e se  agencies i s  o ffe re d  by 
B u tle r^  under th e  fo llow ing  head ings: ( l )  governm ental a g e n c ie s , 
which in c lu d es  th e  v a rio u s  ones c re a te d  and m ain tained  by f e d e r a l ,  
s t a te  and lo c a l  governments; (2 ) v o lu n ta ry  a g en c ie s , th o se  supported  
p r im a r ily  by p r iv a te  funds bu t which a re  non -exc lu sive  in  t h e i r
3
George D. B u tle r , In tro d u c tio n  to  Community R ecrea tion  
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, In c . ,  1949), pp - 26-47*
membership o r  a ffo rd  re c re a tio n  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  in d iv id u a ls  who a re  
no t members; (3 ) p r iv a te  a g en c ie s , which in c lu d es  th e  innumerable 
c lubs and a s so c ia tio n s  organized  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  members 
and in  which membership i s  on a  s e le c t iv e  b a s is ;  and ,(4 ) commercial 
a g en c ie s , in c lud ing  many b u sin ess  o rg a n iz a tio n s  which a re  c a te r in g  
to  th e  p u b lic  demand f o r  le is u re - tim e  a c t i v i t i e s  and which have 
developed commercial re c re a t io n  in to  a  b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  in d u s try .
In s p i te  o f  a l l  th e  afore-m entioned agenc ies which a re  
c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  growth o f r e c re a t io n ,  th e re  i s  s t i l l  a  la rg e  
gap between th e  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  which a re  a v a ila b le  and 
th o se  th a t  a re  needed. W rite rs  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e c re a t io n  r e l a te  
th e  p ro g ress  being made to  c lo se  t h i s  gap, bu t very  l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  
i s  c a lle d  to  th e  advancements made In p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n .
In  th e  very  e a r ly  days o f th e  American re c re a t io n  movement, 
th e re  were r e l a t iv e ly  few p r iv a te  membership groups th a t  provided 
r e c re a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  t h e i r  members. P r iv a te  r e c re a t io n a l  
c lubs d id  e x i s t ,  such as g o lf  c lu b s , te n n is  c lubs and swim c lu b s , 
bu t th e se  were p a tro n ized  only by people o f w ea lth . -Later, as a 
r e s u l t  o f in d u s t r ia l  and economic advancement, more p r iv a te  re c re a ­
t io n a l  groups came in to  e x is te n c e .
According to  Hammer,
. . . p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  owes i t s  r i s e  to  th e  ' l a i s s e z - f a i r e '  
system o f th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  which in  England and th e  
U nited S ta te s ,  a p a r t from sporad ic  p h ila n th ro p ic  e f f o r t s ,  f a i l e d  
to  make n ecessa iy  p ro v is io n s  fo r  th e  in c re a sed  l e i s u r e  o f la rg e  
s e c tio n s  o f th e  p o p u la tio n . The consequent assum ption by 
p r iv a te  in te r e s t s  o f th e  p ro v is io n  o f  re c re a t io n  fo r  a  membership
group rapidly developed into  a large sca le  en terp rise , which at 
the present time represents m illio n s  o f d o lla rs  in  investments 
and in  annual rece ip ts .^
I .  STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The conditions which have caused the increasing demands for  
.recreation al f a c i l i t i e s  are not only responsib le  for  the rapid 
expansion in  public recreation  but- for  a sim ilar  growth in  private  
recreation .
In recent years many Southern c i t i e s  have discontinued many 
o f th e ir  public recreation a l serv ices  because o f problems resu ltin g  
from d ifferen ces between fed era l or s ta te  an ti-d iscr im in ation  
p o lic ie s  and lo c a l customs. As other c i t i e s  o f the South choose 
to  discontinue th e ir  recreation a l serv ice  rather than allow th e ir  
f a c i l i t i e s  to  be in tegrated , impetus w i l l  be given to  an even 
greater movement toward private recrea tion . This movement w i l l  create  
a demand for  more information concerning the establishm ent, finan cing , 
and success o f private recreation  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  d iffe re n t typ es.
Private recreation  includes those agencies which derive th e ir  
support in the most part from membership f e e s ,  from endowments and 
bequests, and from voluntary contrib utions. Private agencies e x is t  
prim arily fo r  serv ice  to  a lim ited  membership. With t h is  d is t in c t io n  
in  mind, what i s  the make-up o f th is  mixed category o f private
Lee F. Hammer, "Recreation," Encyclopedia o f the S o c ia l  
Sciences (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1934)> X III, p. 177-
recrea tion a l agencies? I t  includes a wide var iety  o f f a c i l i t i e s  
ranging from churches to  labor organ izations, from settlem ents to  
luncheon clu bs, from country clubs to youth groups.
I I . PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose o f th is  study was to  present a comparative and 
comprehensive an a lysis o f the establishm ent, adm inistration, program, 
and organizational pattern o f se lec ted  p r iv a te , n on -p ro fit, recrea­
t io n a l clubs in  the Baton Rouge, Louisiana area.
I I I .  DELIMITATIONS
This study was lim ited  to  those clubs which are reg istered  as 
n on-profit corporations in the Department o f Corporation Charters in  
the S tate  o f Louisiana and are located  in  the Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
area. Clubs which are con tro lled  by r e lig io u s  or n ation al fra tern a l 
orders, labor organizations or other n ation a l organizations were not 
included in  th is  study. These lim ita tio n s  were placed on th is  study 
in  order to  give f u l l  a tten tio n  to  clubs which represent a segment 
o f  p rivate  recreation  which i s  o ften  overlooked.
Economic conditions have enabled many people o f the Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana area to  obtain private recrea tion a l f a c i l i t i e s  for  
them selves and th e ir  fa m ilie s . These p rivate  clubs vary in  nature 
from the simple neighborhood club to  the more complex larger  
organization . They e x is t  as evidence that public recreation  does not 
s a t is fy  the p articu lar d esires  o f many people.
As economic changes enable more people to  a ffo rd  p r iv a te  
re c re a t io n , and as expansion o f c i t i e s  lea n s  more to  th e  development 
o f su b d iv is io n s  which a re  o f te n  g re a t d is ta n c e s  from th e  city- 
p ro p er, a g re a te r  need w i l l  a r i s e  fo r  p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  
such as those  described  in  t h i s  study .
S t i l l  ano ther cond ition  which may give impetus to  th e  
o rg an iz a tio n  o f t h i s  type o f f a c i l i t y  i s  th e  re c e n t passing  of th e  
C iv il  R ights B i l l .  This b i l l  p reven ts lo c a l ,  county , c i ty  and 
commercial o rg an iza tio n s  from having complete freedom in  e s ta b lis h in g  
p o l ic ie s  concerning the  o p e ra tio n  o f t h e i r  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Many people w i l l  r e s o r t  to  p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  th a t  i s  f r e e  o f p re ssu re  
o r in flu en ce  from sources o u ts id e  o f th e  lo c a l  group. In  o rder to  
remain f re e  from th ese  o u ts id e  p re s su re s , th e se  people  w i l l  seek 
re c re a tio n  o th e r  than  th a t  sponsored by n a tio n a l  f r a t e r n a l  groups, 
r e l ig io u s  groups, lab o r unions and o th e r  n a tio n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s .
I t  was because of t h i s  a n tic ip a te d  fu tu re  growth o f  t h i s  
segment o f p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  th a t  th e  w r i te r  decided to  pursue th e  
p resen t study in  th e  hope th a t  th e  in form ation  secured would be of 
some value to  anyone p lanning fo r  th e  estab lish m en t o f a p r iv a te  
re c re a t io n a l  c lub .
CHAPTER I I
SURVEY OF THE RELATED LITERATURE
In in v e s tig a tin g  th e  s tu d ie s  rep o rted  In  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
p e r ta in in g  to  rec rea tio n *  th e  w r i te r  d iscovered  no re sea rch  th a t  
was d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  to  t h i s  s tudy . The m a jo rity  o f th e  re sea rch  
s tu d ie s  reviewed were concerned w ith  th e  survey , a n a ly s is ,  and 
e v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f in -s e rv ic e  t r a in in g  program s, th e  
in t e r e s t  in  r e c re a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and community re c re a tio n  fo r  
th e  aged and o th e r  sp e c ia l  groups.
B rie f  re fe re n c e s  to  p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  were made by some of 
th e  au th o rs  o f books on r e c re a t io n ,  bu t i t  appears th a t  no study 
o f p r iv a te  re c re a t io n  as such has been re p o rte d . There w ere, however, 
th e  fo llow ing  s tu d ie s  and o b se rv a tio n s which a ided  th e  w r i te r  by 
g iv in g  in s ig h t  on th e  su b je c t and suggestions th a t  proved h e lp fu l  in  
th e  development o f h is  s tudy .
A study by S u llin g e r  and Borman^ was conducted fo r  th e  purpose 
o f  d isco v erin g  th e  lead in g  re c re a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n itie s  in  Omaha, 
N ebraska. T he ir study rev ea led  th e  fo llow ing  in fo rm ation  p e r ta in in g  
to  .p riv a te  r e c re a t io n :
• 1 . P r iv a te  r e c re a t io n  i s  c a r r ie d  on m ainly through th e  v a rio u s
i ia r l  T. S u ll in g e r  and Lorna Borman, "A Survey o f  R e c re a tio n a l 
O p p o rtu n itie s  in  Omaha" (Bureau o f S o c ia l R esearch, Department o f 
S ocio logy , U n iv e rs ity  o f  Omaha, 1939)> p . 33* (Mimeographed.)
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p r iv a te  c lubs in  th e  c i ty .
2 . These groups have d e f in i te  requirem ents fo r  membership,
u su a lly  in c lu d in g  th e  subm ission o f an a p p lic a tio n  to  
th e  board o r  committee in  charge. In  o th e rs , th e  
membership i s  ob ta ined  by in v i ta t io n  on ly .
3 . Some c lubs have been organ ized  fo r  d e f in i te  types o f
re c re a t io n ,  w hile  o th e rs  have s e t  up complete gymnasium 
equipm ent.
4 . Women's study c lubs c o n s t i tu te  an im portan t phase o f club
re c re a t io n  in  t h i s  c i ty .
These sta tem en ts about p r iv a te  c lubs in  th e  c i ty  o f Omaha, 
Nebraska in d ic a te d  th e  a u th o rs ' rec o g n itio n  o f th e  e x is te n ce  of 
some ty p es  o f  p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n  but d id  no t summarize a d e ta ile d  
study  o f p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n .
Very few o f th e  many au th o rs  o f re c re a tio n  tex tbooks devoted 
any a t te n t io n  to  p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n . Those au tho rs who included  
p r iv a te  re c re a t io n  in  t h e i r  t e x t s  seldom d id  more than  to  id e n t i fy  
i t  as " th a t  phase o f  re c re a t io n  which i s  no t supported by p u b lic  
fu n d s ."  B u tle r  came c lo s e r  to  an id e n t i f ic a t io n  and d isc u ss io n  o f 
p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n  as i t  a p p lie s  in  t h i s  s tu d y , as  he made th e  fo llow ­
ing  s ta tem en ts  reg a rd in g  th e  re la t io n s h ip  o f p r iv a te  re c re a t io n  to  
p u b lic  r e c re a t io n .
I t  i s  n e i th e r  p o ss ib le  nor d e s ira b le  f o r  th e  government to  
ta k e  th e  p lace  o f  p r iv a te  agencies o f many ty p es  which a ffo rd  
re c re a t io n  fo r  t h e i r  members and c o n s t i tu e n ts .  People who can 
a ffo rd  membership in  ex c lu siv e  c lubs o r  who d e s ire  to  jo in  w ith  
t h e i r  f r ie n d s  in  r e s t r i c t e d  re c re a tio n  groups w i l l  con tinue  to
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enjoy such p r iv i le g e s .  One o f  th e  o u ts tan d in g  fu n c tio n s  o f 
m unicipal re c re a t io n  i s  to  s t im u la te , encourage and a s s i s t  th e  
p ro v is io n  o f  more and b e t t e r  re c re a t io n  o p p o r tu n itie s  in  homes, 
churches, in d u s t r ie s ,  c lu b s , and o th e r  p r iv a te  groups. In t h i s  
way th e  m u n ic ip a lity  can ren d e r a most im portant and va luab le  
se rv ic e  and can reach  a la rg e  number o f  people who may no t make 
use o f p u b lic  r e c re a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  p a r t i c ip a te  in  m unicipal 
r e c re a t io n  programs* P r iv a te  ag en c ies , in  tu r n ,  f req u e n tly  
g ive  e f f e c t iv e  a id  to  th e  p u b lic  a u th o r i t ie s  in  o rgan iz ing  and 
conducting re c re a tio n  a c t i v i t i e s . ^
In M eyer'and B rig h tb il’l ' s d isc u ss io n  o f p r iv a te  ag en c ies , by 
which th ey  meant agencies such as th e  Y.W.C.A. o r  Boys' Clubs of 
America, s p e c if ic  advantages o f such p r iv a te  agencies in  promoting 
youth se rv ic e s  were l i s t e d :
1 . The p r iv a te  agency can o f te n  move w ith  g re a te r  bo ldness and
d isp a tc h  toward m eeting a new re c re a t io n  need o r t ry in g  
ou t a new procedure  th an  a p u b lic  agency can. I t  can a c t 
as a 'p ro v in g  ground ' f o r  dem onstra ting  th e  worth of new 
developm ents.
2 . The p r iv a te  agency may s o l i c i t  funds fo r  th e  needs o f a
s p e c ia l  group o r  fo r  fu n c tio n s  demanding more h igh ly  
in d iv id u a liz e d  a t te n t io n  th an  can be provided  by an 
agency th a t  must serve  a l l  th e  peop le .
3 . The p r iv a te  agency can m ain ta in  a  c lo s e r  re la t io n s h ip  w ith
re lig io u s -  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w ithou t in f r in g in g  th e  c o n s ti­
tu t io n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  th a t  a f f e c t  a p u b lic  school o r 
o th e r  p u b lic  r e c re a t io n  agency.
4 . The p r iv a te  agency g iv es th e  b e n e fac to r  an o p p o rtu n ity  to
indulge h is  a l t r u i s t i c  im pulses more d i r e c t ly  than  i s  
p o ss ib le  through th e  im personal medium o f ta x e s .
5. The p r iv a te  agency can tak e  v igorous a c tio n  to  in i t i a t e .a n d
support p u b lic  re c re a t io n  w ithou t danger o f i t s  m otives 
being su sp ec ted .3
2
George B u tle r , In tro d u c tio n  to  Community R ecreation  (second 
e d it io n j  New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, In c . ,  1949), p . 55*
3
Harold D. Meyer and C harles K. B r ig h tb i l l ,  Community R e c re a tio n . 
A Guide to  I t s  O rgan iza tion  and A dm in istra tion  (Boston: D. C. Heath 
and Company, 1948), p . 233*
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In  t h e i r  second e d i t io n ,  Meyer and B rig h tb illA  appeared to  
recognize th e  e x is te n ce  o f a  phase o f p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  o th e r  than 
those  y o u th -se rv ing  agencies m entioned above. P r iv a te  re c re a t io n , 
however, was s t i l l  no t g iven re c o g n itio n  as an independent, f a s t -  
growing phase o f r e c re a t io n , bu t was b r i e f ly  d iscussed  in  th e  
fo llow ing sta tem en ts only as i t  i s  o b lig a te d  to  p u b lic  re c re a tio n .
P riv a te  re c re a t io n  m ust:
1 . Provide th o se  se rv ic e s  which meet th e  h ig h ly  sp e c ia liz e d
needs o f th e  in d iv id u a ls  who v o lu n ta r i ly  a s so c ia te  
them selves w ith  p r iv a te  a u sp ice s .
2 . Avoid com petition  and d u p lic a tio n  w ith fe llo w  p r iv a te  groups.
3 . Support th e  p lan s and work o f a l l  p r iv a te  and p u b lic  groups,
u n ite d  in  th e  common aim o f making a v a ila b le  to  th e  people 
th o se  re c re a tio n  o p p o r tu n itie s  which a re  req u ire d  to  l i f t  
our p e rso n a l and n a tio n a l  l i f e  to  th e  le v e l  o f wholesome­
ness and s a t i s f a c t i o n .5
Among o th e r  s tu d ie s  which were examined, surveys which were 
conducted by th e  Boy Scout a u th o r i t ie s ^ >7 in  an e f f o r t  to  a s c e r ta in  
needs and in te r e s t s  o f t h e i r  members were h e lp fu l  in  p lanning  th e  
in v e s tig a t io n  o f th e  programs o f th e  c lubs included  in  t h i s  s tudy , 
however, th e  conclusions o f th e se  surveys have no d i r e c t  re levancy  to  
t h i s  s tu d y .
H a ro ld  D. Meyer and C harles K. B r ig h tb i l l ,  Community R e c re a tio n . 
A Guide to  I t s  O rgan ization  (second e d it io n ;  Englewood C l i f f s ,  New 
Je rsey : P re n tic e  H a ll, I n c . ,  1956), p . 488.
5I b id .
^Boy Scouts o f America, "A Study o f  A dolescent Boys," (New 
Brunswick, New Je rse y : N a tio n a l Supply S e rv ices  D iv is io n , 1955).
7
Boy Scouts o f America, "A Study o f Boys Becoming A dolescen t,"  
(New Brunswick, New Je rse y : N a tiona l Supply S e rv ices  D iv is io n , i 960) .
I .  SUMMARY
In summary, th e  w r i te r  found no re sea rch  study c lo se ly  r e la te d  
to  h is  study on p r iv a te  re c re a t io n . Only one study , S u llin g e r  and 
Borman's, in v e s tig a te d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  in  a p a r t i ­
c u la r  c i t y ,  and t h i s  was in c id e n ta l  to  th e  main purpose o f t h e i r  
s tudy .
The two e d it io n s  o f Meyer and B r ig h tb i l l 's  book on community 
r e c re a t io n , and George B u t le r 's  book on community re c re a t io n  included 
some sec tio n s  on th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  to  p u b lic  
re c re a tio n  and sta tem en ts of s p e c if ic  advantages o f p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  
ag en c ies , bu t no sp e c if ic  s tu d ie s  were c i te d .
Those s tu d ie s  conducted by th e  Boy Scout a u th o r i t ie s  on th e  
survey of re c re a tio n  in te r e s t s  were o f  some value by p rov id ing  
in fo rm ation  which was h e lp fu l in  th e  in v e s tig a tio n  o f th e  programs of 
th e  clubs included in  t h i s  study .
CHAPTER I I I
PROCEDURES USED IN THE STUDY
I . LOCATING THE CLUBS
The w r i te r  u t i l i z e d  th re e  sources o f in fo rm ation  in  com piling 
a l i s t  o f p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  c lubs in  th e  Baton Rouge 
a re a : ( l )  h is  knowledge; (2)' in fo rm ation  fu rn ish ed  by p ro fe s s io n a l 
re c re a tio n  p erso n n e l; and (3) th e  Index o f C orporation  C h a rte rs .
The f i r s t  source was th e  w r i t e r 's  knowledge o f e x is tin g  c lubs 
which he had acqu ired  by working and a s so c ia tin g  w ith  people in  th e  
f i e l d  o f p r iv a te  re c re a tio n  in  Baton Rouge fo r  a p e riod  o f f iv e  y e a rs . 
The w r i te r  had knowledge of s ix  c lubs which were p r iv a te  c lubs lo c a te d  
in  Baton Rouge. These s ix  c lubs were: ( l )  The Baton Rouge Country 
Club; (2) The Sherwood F o rest Country Club; (3) The Piedmont Club, 
I n c . ;  (4) The Magnolia Wood Company, I n c . ;  (5) The Acadian Club; and 
(6 ) The A quatic Club o f Baton Rouge..
The second source o f in fo rm ation  which was used in  an e f f o r t  
to  compile a  complete l i s t  o f  th e  p r iv a te  r e c re a t io n a l  c lubs o f 
Baton Rouge was th e  managers o f th e  s ix  c lubs l i s t e d  above, and a lso  
th e  managers o f  o th e r  c lubs as th ey  were lo c a te d . Each club manager 
was v i s i te d  by th e  w r i te r  and asked i f  he would p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  
study which was d escribed  to  him a t  th e  same m eeting . Each manager 
was asked i f  he had knowledge o f  c lubs e x is tin g  in  Baton Rouge o th e r  
th an  th o se  which appeared on th e  w r i t e r 's  l i s t  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e
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v i s i t a t i o n .  This rev ea led  th e  e x is ten ce  o f  f iv e  a d d it io n a l  re c re a ­
t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s :  ( l )  The Knollwood, In co rp o ra ted ; (2) Goodwood 
Homesites Swimming Pool Company, In c .;  (3) The Broadmoor Poolj 
(4) The Q uarterdeck Club o f Baton Rouge, In c .;  and (5) The M arlin 
Club o f  Baton Rouge..
Through t h i s  source o f  in fo rm atio n , th e  w r i te r  found th a t  th e  
Baton Rouge Country Club and The Sherwood F o rest Country Club d id  no t 
q u a lify  f o r  t h i s  study  since  n e i th e r  was a  n o n -p ro f it  o rg a n iz a tio n . 
These two c lubs were om itted  from th e  l i s t  and were no t included  in  
t h i s  s tudy .
The th i r d  source o f in fo rm ation  used in  lo c a tin g  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  
was th e  reco rd s  of n o n -p ro f it  c h a r te rs  lo ca te d  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te ,  Wade 0 . M artin , J r .  With th e  perm ission  o f  th e  
p e rso n n e l o f t h i s  o f f ic e ,  every index card  on p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it  
c h a r te r s  f o r  th e  S ta te  o f L ouisiana was examined.
A ll index card s on n o n -p ro f it  c h a r te r s  were th e  same c o lo r , 
however, th e se  cards were no t sep ara ted  according  to  c i t i e s .  Each 
index  card  was f i r s t  examined fo r  th e  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  c o rp o ra tio n . 
N ext, th e  name o f th e  co rp o ra tio n  was examined on each card  which 
con ta ined  a Baton Rouge ad d ress . The name, ad d re ss , and name o f  th e  
p re s id e n t o f each co rp o ra tio n  which was l i s t e d  as a s o c ia l  o r  
r e c r e a t io n a l  co rp o ra tio n  was recorded  by th e  w r i te r .  In  t h i s  manner, 
th e  names o f te n  a d d it io n a l  p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it  r e c r e a t io n a l  corpora­
t io n s  were o b ta in ed .
The w r i te r  co n tac ted  th e  p re s id e n t o f each of th e s e  te n  c lubs
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by te lephone  and found on ly  two which q u a lif ie d  fo r  t h i s  s tudy . One 
co rp o ra tio n  inc luded  on th e  l i s t  was no longer in  o p e ra tio n . Two 
co rp o ra tio n s  inc luded  in  th e  l i s t  never d id  m a te r ia liz e  beyond th e  
in co rp o ra tin g  s ta g e . Five co rp o ra tio n s  included  in  t h i s  l i s t  and 
re g is te r e d  as s o c ia l  and r e c r e a t io n a l  clubs were poker c lubs and 
b eer c lu b s , and were no t r e la te d  to  re c re a tip n  as defined  in  t h i s  
study .
The two c lubs lo c a te d  through  th e  t h i r d  source which were 
included  in  t h i s  study  a re  th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor R ecreation  
A sso c ia tio n , In c . and th e  La R iv ie ra  A sso c ia tio n , In c . The in c lu s io n  
o f th e se  two c lubs brought th e  t o t a l  number o f  c lubs to  be analyzed 
to  e leven : ( l )  The Piedmont Club, I n c .;  (2) The Knollwood, In co rp o ra ted  j 
(3) Goodwood Homesites Swimming Pool Company, I n c . ;  (4) C ed arc re s t-  
Southmoor R ecrea tio n  A sso c ia tio n , I n c . ;  ( 5) La R iv ie ra  A sso c ia tio n ,
I n c . ;  (6) The Acadian Club; (7) The Broadmoor Pool; (8) The A quatic 
Club o f Baton Rouge; (9) The M agnolia Wood Company, I n c . ;  (10) The 
Q uarterdeck Club o f  Baton Rouge, I n c . ;  -and (11) The M arlin  Club o f 
Baton Rouge.
I I .  COLLECTION OF DATA
Because o f th e  wide range o f in form ation  needed to  complete 
t h i s  s tu d y , i t  was f i r s t  n ecessa ry  to  p repare  a q u e s tio n n a ire  which 
would be used in  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f d a ta . The q u e s tio n n a ire  included  
an o rd e r ly  arrangem ent o f  q u estio n s  designed to  secure  s u f f ic ie n t  
in fo rm ation  in  th e  fo llow ing  seven a re a s : ( l )  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  th e
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c lub ; (2 ) th e  d e s c r ip tio n  o f th e  f a c i l i t i e s ;  (3 ) th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  of 
th e  c lub ; (4 ) th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f th e  f a c i l i t y ;  ( 5) th e  program o f 
a c t i v i t i e s ; ' ( 6 ) p lan s  fo r  fu tu re  growth of th e  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and (7) 
comments by th e  managers o r  board members.
The q u e s tio n n a ire  con ta ined  q u estio n s  which c a lle d  fo r  
resp o n ses, re q u e s ts  f o r  m a te r ia ls ,  and a  check l i s t  fo r  d e sc rib in g  
th e  e x te n t o f  th e  program and f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  p resen ted  as 
Appendix A.
A fte r  p rep a rin g  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire , th e  w r i te r  v i s i te d  th e  
managers o f each o f th e  f a c i l i t i e s .  The purpose o f  t h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  
was to  go over th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  w ith  th e  manager. A copy was l e f t  
w ith him in  o rd e r th a t  he might d isc u ss  th e  con tex t o f  th e  study 
w ith members o f th e  board o f  d i r e c to r s ,  whose approval he needed in  
o rd e r .to  make th e  in fo rm ation  a v a i la b le .  This a lso  gave th e  manager 
an o p p o rtu n ity  to  p repare  h im se lf fo r  a l l  q u e s tio n s .
At th e  second m eeting , th e  w r i te r  follow ed th e  o u tlin e  o f 
q u estio n s and recorded  th e  in fo rm ation  which th e  manager o ffe re d  in  
response to  each q u e s tio n . For in fo rm ation  which th e  manager was 
no t ab le  to  g iv e , th e  w r i te r  was r e fe r re d  to  o th e r  sou rces. O ther 
sources which were u t i l i z e d  during  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f d a ta  were 
founders o f th e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  board members, bookkeepers, c h a r te rs  o f 
c o rp o ra tio n s , scrapbooks, and cop ies o f p u b lic a tio n s  such as monthly 
b u l le t in s  and n e w s le tte rs  which a re  sen t to  members p e r io d ic a l ly .
I I I .  TREATMENT OF THE DATA
A fte r  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f d a ta  was com pleted, each f a c i l i t y  was
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catego rized  according  to  th e  method by which i t  i s  fin an ced . The 
v a rio u s  methods o f f in an ce  were d iv id ed  in to  fo u r m ajor c a te g o rie s :
(1) clubs financed  by th e  sa le  o f shares o f  stock  to  members; (2 ) 
c lubs financed  by sa le  o f c e r t i f i c a t e s  to  members; (3 ) c lubs jo in tly - 
financed  by s a le  o f stock  to  members and by c o rp o ra tio n  investm ent; 
and (4 ) c lubs developed by p r iv a te  f in d s  and ren te d  to  th e  member­
sh ip .
The f i r s t  c a teg o ry , c lubs financed  by sa le  o f  shares o f stock  
to  members, included  f iv e  f a c i l i t i e s :  ( l )  The Piedmont Club, In c .;
(2) The Knollwood, In co rp o ra ted ; (3) Goodwood Homesites Swimming 
Pool Company, I n c .;  (4) Cedarcrest-Southm oor R ecreation  A sso c ia tio n , 
In c .;  and (5) La R iv ie ra  A sso c ia tio n , In co rp o ra ted . The co s t o f 
b u ild in g  th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  was ra is e d  by s e l l in g  shares o f s to c k . In 
a d d itio n  to  buying a  share  o f s to c k , each member pays monthly member­
sh ip  dues.
The second ca teg o ry , c lubs financed  by s a le  o f c e r t i f i c a t e s  to  
members, included  th re e  f a c i l i t i e s :  ( l )  The Acadian Club; (2) The 
-Broadmoor Pool; and (3) The A quatic Club o f  Baton Rouge, In co rp o ra ted . 
This ca tego ry  inc ludes c lu b s which s e l l  membership c e r t i f i c a t e s  which 
serve as evidence o f membership bu t which do no t re p re se n t stock  in  
th e  c o rp o ra tio n . The main c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f  t h i s  ca tego iy  i s  th a t  
th e  new member pays a sum o f  money to  become a member and a lso  pays 
monthly dues f o r  th e  p e rio d  o f tim e in  which he i s  an a c tiv e  member. 
The i n i t i a l  sum o f money may be p a r t i a l l y  refunded to  th e  member upon 
h is  w ithdraw al from th e  c lu b , as in  th e  case o f th e  Acadian Club, o r
may be re tu rn e d  in  f u l l ,  a s  in  th e  cases o f  th e  Broadmoor Pool and 
th e  A quatic Club.
Only one c lu b , The Magnolia Wood Company, I n c . ,  rep re se n te d  
th e  th i r d  category—clubs jo in t ly  financed  by s a le  o f stock  to  
members and by co rp o ra tio n  investm en t. The main c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f 
t h i s  club i s  th a t  th e  Magnolia Wood Subdiv ision  C orporation c o n tr ib u t­
ed o n e -h a lf  o f th e  t o t a l  c o s t o f  th e  f a c i l i t y  and secured th e  o th e r  
h a l f  through th e  s a le  o f sh a res  o f stock  to  th e  members. The 
co rp o ra tio n  re ta in e d  f i f t y  p e r  cen t o f th e  sh a res  o f stock  f o r  i t s  
c o n tr ib u tio n . Members buy a share  o f stock  and pay monthly member­
sh ip  dues.
The fo u rth  ca teg o ry , c lu b s developed by p r iv a te  funds and 
ren te d  to  th e  membership, was rep re se n te d  by two c lubs—th e  M arlin  
Club o f  Baton Rouge, and th e  Q uarterdeck Club o f Baton Rouge, 
In co rp o ra ted . The main c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f t h i s  ca tego ry  i s  th a t  th e  
r e c re a t io n a l  club i s  p r iv a te ly  owned and i s  re n te d  to  a  co rp o ra tio n  
o f  members. Members o f th e se  c lubs pay a s l ig h t  i n i t i a t i o n  fee  and 
m onthly membership dues. .
The second s te p  in  th e  trea tm en t o f th e  d a ta  was to  group th e  
v a s t  amount o f  d a ta  c o lle c te d  in  t h i s  in v e s tig a t io n  in  o rd e r th a t  i t  
could  be analyzed more co n v en ien tly . Data from th e  e leven  c lubs 
s tu d ied  in  t h i s  in v e s tig a tio n  were grouped in to  f iv e  t a b le s .  These 
ta b le s  a re  numbered I  through V and a re  p resen ted  in  Appendix B fo r  
exam ination.
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Table I  i s  a check l i s t  which made i t .  p o s s ib le  to  analyze th e  
reasons fo r  th e  estab lishm en t o f th e  c lubs in  th e  study  and to  analyze 
th e  f a c to r s  which th e  clubs considered  in  th e  s e le c tio n  o f t h e i r  
membership.
Table I I  i s  used to  compile d a ta  d e sc rib in g  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n a l 
p a tte rn s  o f th e  e leven c lu b s .
Table I I I  i s  a  check l i s t  which enabled a  quick a n a ly s is  of 
th e  f a c i l i t i e s  to  be made.
Table IV i s  a  check l i s t  which in d ic a te s  th e  program con ten t 
o f th e  c lu b s .
. Table V. inc ludes d a ta  which p e r ta in e d  to  th e  f in a n c ia l  
d e s c r ip tio n s  o f th e  c lu b s . This in fo rm ation  was used to  make con­
c lu s io n s  about th e  fin an c in g  o f . th e  v a rio u s  c lu b s .
The th i r d  s te p  in  th e  trea tm en t o f d a ta  was to  o rgan ize  th e  
d a ta  p resen ted  in  t h i s  s tudy . In fo rm ation  which was c o lle c te d  on th e  
v a rio u s  c lubs in  th e  study i s  p resen ted  in  th e  fo llow ing  fo u r  ch ap te rs  
and i s  organ ized  in  th e  fo llow ing  manner.
Each o f th e  fo u r  f in a n c ia l  c a te g o r ie s  was t r e a te d  as a sep a ra te  
c h a p te r . Inform ation  about each o f th e  c lubs i s  p resen ted  in  th e  
ch ap te r in  which i t  belongs and i s  o rgan ized  under th e  fo llo w in g  seven 
a r e a s :
1 . The estab lishm en t o f th e  c lub .
2 . The. d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s .
3 . The o rg an iz a tio n  o f th e  c lu b .
4 . The a d m in is tra tio n  o f th e  c lu b .
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5. The program o f  a c t i v i t i e s .
6 . P lans f o r  fu tu re  growth o f th e  f a c i l i t y .
7 . Comments by th e  managers o r  board members.
CHAPTER IV
CLUBS FINANCED BY THE SALE OF SHARES OF STOCK TO MEMBERS
Clubs which f i t  in to  t h i s  category  a re  th o se  c lubs which a re
owned by stockhold ing  members. The main c h a r a c te r i s t ic  o f t h i s  
group i s  th a t  th e  member buys an e q u itab le  share o f stock  in  th e
club and pays a d d it io n a l  monthly membership dues as long as he
rem ains a member. The share  o f stock may be so ld  by th e  member to  
a buyer w ith th e  approva l o f a  membership committee. In  a c tu a l i ty ,  
each member owns an equal p a r t  o f th e  club and may s e l l  h is  p a r t  to  
a buyer provided th e  buyer i s  approved by a  screen ing  comm ittee.
Each stockho ld ing  member, as part-ow ner o f th e  c lu b , has a vo ice  in  
th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  club and expresses h is  vo ice  by v o tin g .
The w r i te r  fo.und f iv e  n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
which a re  financed  by s a le  o f shares o f  stock  to  members. They a re :
( l )  The Piedmont Club, Inco rpo ra ted ; (2) The Kriollwood, In co rp o ra ted ;
(3) Goodwood Homesites Swimming Pool Company, In c .;  (4) C e d a rc re s t-  
Southmoor R ecreation  A sso c ia tio n , In c .;  and ($) La R iv ie ra  A ssocia­
t io n ,  In co rp o ra ted . Each o f th e se  c lubs d i f f e r s  somewhat from th e  
o th e rs  and th e se  d if fe re n c e s  w i l l  be d iscu ssed  in  t h i s  ch ap te r as 
each c lub  i s  in tro d u ced .
Although a study  o f each o f th e se  f iv e  c lubs i s  included  in  
t h i s  c h a p te r , prim ary emphasis i s  given to  th e  Piedmont Club because
. 2 2
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i t  serves a  g re a te r  geog raph ica l a re a  and membership, and i t  i s  
la rg e r  and more complex in  i t s  o rg a n iz a tio n a l p a tte rn .
I .  THE PIEDMONT CLUB, INCORPORATED
The Piedmont Club i s  a p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  and 
s o c ia l  club lo c a te d  on a  f iv e  and o n e -h a lf  acre  t r a c t  o f land  a t  
8133 Je ffe rso n  Highway. The f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  Piedmont inc lude  a 
parking a re a , a swimming p o o l, and ah a t t r a c t iv e  club house co n ta in ­
ing d in in g , dancing , and lounging f a c i l i t i e s .  The Piedmont Club 
o f fe r s  membership to  th re e  hundred m arried  couples and t h e i r  
fa m ilie s  (approxim ately  n ine  hundred p e o p le ) , and to  fo r ty  unm arried 
members.
The Piedmont Club d i f f e r s  from th e  o th e r  fo u r f a c i l i t i e s  o f 
t h i s  catego ry  in  s e v e ra l  ways. I t  has a  t o t a l  membership th re e  
tim es la rg e r  th an  th a t  o f  any o th e r  f a c i l i t y  in  t h i s  c a teg o ry , and i t  
s t ip u la te s  no s p e c if ic  geograph ica l a re a s  o f Baton Rouge from which 
i t  draws i t s  membership, as do th e  o th e r  fo u r . The o p e ra tio n  and 
m aintenance o f th e  Piedmont i s  by a s t a f f  o f  pa id  employees. This i s  
a  c o n tra s t  to  th e  o th e r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f t h i s  category  which a re  fo r  th e  
most p a r t  opera ted  and m ain tained  by th e  members them selves, f re e  o f 
any charges.
The Piedmont C lub, Inco rpora ted  has a  club house equipped fo r  
d in in g , dancing and o th e r  s o c ia l  fu n c tio n s , whereas th e  o th e r  fo u r 
f a c i l i t i e s  c o n s is t  p r im a r ily  o f swimming and d ress in g  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Because o f th e se  f a c i l i t i e s ,  th e  program o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  Piedmont
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Club i s  more v a ried  th an  th a t  o f  th e  o th e r  fo u r  c lu b s . The above- 
mentioned d if fe re n c e s  a re  some o f th e  m ajor ones; o th e r  minor 
d if fe re n c e s  can be r e a l iz e d  by a  study o f th e  com parative fin an ce  
ta b le  (Table V, Appendix B ). .
The E stablishm ent o f th e  Piedmont Club •
John Aubrey, Coman N orton, and o th e r  members o f th e  Ju n io r 
Chamber o f Commerce met on June 1 , 1957 f o r  th e  purpose o f  d isc u ss in g  
th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f e s ta b l is h in g  th e  c lu b . As members o f th e  Ju n io r 
Chamber o f  Commerce, th e se  men had , on freq u en t o ccasio n s , pa id  la rg e  
sums o f money to  r e n t  d in in g  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  t h e i r  banquets and 
luncheons. This r a th e r  expensive arrangem ent caused Mr. Aubrey and 
o th e r  members to  co n sid er th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f e s ta b lis h in g  a p r iv a te  
supper club where th e y  could d ine  more econom ically as a group o r 
w ith  t h e i r  fa m ilie s .
Membership in  o th e r  p r iv a te  country  c lubs d id  no t in te r e s t  t h i s  
group because th ey  wished to  avoid  th e  burden o f fin an c in g  th e  
m aintenance and co s t o f  a g o lf  course which many might no t u se . 
R ea liz in g  th e  cost o f  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f s u f f ic ie n t  land  fo r  a  g o lf  
course and th e  co n stan t m aintenance and care  which such a  f a c i l i t y  
re q u ire d , th e  group pu rpose ly  purchased only  f iv e  and o n e -h a lf  a c re s  
o f lan d , a ssu rin g  them selves th a t  fu tu re  members could n o t vo te  to  
add a course to  th e  f a c i l i t i e s .
I t  was proposed a t  t h i s  f i r s t  m eeting th a t  th e  club would be 
a p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f i t ,  d in in g  and s o c ia l  club co n ta in in g  a  b a r , d in in g
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room, lounge, svdmming p o o l, r e s t  rooms, lo c k e r rooms, and p lay  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c h ild re n . As s ta te d  in  th e  A r t ic le s  o f Incorporation ,^- 
th e  o b je c ts  and purposes f o r  which t h i s  co rp o ra tio n  was organized  
were to  e s ta b l is h ,  m a in ta in , and conduct a  s o c ia l  club o f fe r in g  a 
congen ial m eeting p la c e  w ith  dining* b a r  and re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  i t s  members and t h e i r  g u e s ts .
According to  th e  m inutes o f  t h i s  f i r s t  m eeting, John Aubrey 
was e le c te d  P re s id e n t, and he appoin ted  th e  fo llow ing  comm ittees:
(1) a  committee to  draw up forms f o r  a p p lic a tio n  to  membership;
(2) an insurance committee to  make in v e s tig a t io n s  about insu rance  
needed and i t s  c o s t;  (3.) a  f u rn i tu re  and f ix tu r e  committee to  make 
recommendations about fu rn ish in g  th e  c lub ; (4) a  re s ta u ra n t  and b a r 
su p p lie s  committee; and (5) a le g a l  committee.
The rec ru itm en t o f th e  i n i t i a l  membership was begun by th e  
use o f  l e t t e r s  o f a p p lic a tio n  f o r  membership accompanied by a 
d e sc r ip tio n  o f th e  c lu b , and by p e rso n a l c o n ta c ts  w ith  people whom 
th e  group d e s ire d  as members.
The i n i t i a l  membership was c losed  a t  th re e  hundred, and th e  
c o s t o f  each o f th e  th re e  hundred sh a res  o f stock  was $250.00, p lu s  
$10.25 monthly dues. R egu la tions d ir e c t in g  th e  s e le c tio n  o f th e  
i n i t i a l  membership were:
1 . A ll membership a p p lic a t io n s  had to  be approved by a screen ing
^L ou isiana, Department o f S ta te .  A r t ic le s  o f In co rp o ra tio n  o f 
th e  Piedmont C lub. In c . (Baton Rouge, L ou isiana: Ju ly , 1957)* .
A rtic le  I I .
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committee b e fo re  th ey  were accep ted  as members.
2 . In an a ttem p t to  e s ta b l is h  a  congen ial membership, th e  age
l im i ts  f o r  membership were s e t  from 2.1 to  40 y ea rs  o f 
age.
3 . Membership was n o t l im ite d  to  r e s id e n ts  o f any p a r t i c u la r
a re a  o f Baton Rouge, however, n in e ty  p e r cen t o f th e  
membership a re  drawn from th e  immediate a re a  o f th e  c lub , 
w hile some re s id e  as f a r  a s tw enty  m iles from th e  c lub .
D esc rip tio n  o f  th e  F a c i l i ty
The o r ig in a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Piedmont Club were completed 
in  May, 1958 and c o s t approxim ately  $98,500. They c o n s is te d  of 5g 
a c re s  o f land  ($28 ,500), a  c lub  house ($3 0 , 000) ,  s to rag e  b u ild in g , 
swimming pool ($35*000), wading p o o l, driveway ($5*000), and a number 
o f c h i ld r e n 's  p la y  f a c i l i t i e s .
The o r ig in a l  club house b u ild in g  was tw enty  f e e t  wide by 
n in e ty  f e e t  lo n g , and i t  co n ta in ed  a  b a r and g r i l l ,  d in in g  a re a , men 
and l a d ie s ' r e s t  rooms, and a  lo c k e r  room. This b u ild in g  was 
c o n s tru c ted  o f cement b lo ck s and th e  ro o f o f  p re  c a s t  cement. Located 
a t  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  c lub  house was a  s to ra g e  b u ild in g  which measured 
te n  f e e t  by f i f t y  f e e t .
The swimming poo l was fan-shaped  and was e igh ty-tw o f e e t  long . 
I t  was t h i r t y - e ig h t  f e e t  wide a t  th e  d iv in g  end and f i f ty - s e v e n  f e e t  
a t  th e  shallow  end. There was a  te n  by s ix te e n  fo o t wading pool 
lo c a te d  n ear th e  shallow  end , and th re e -m e te r  and one-m eter sp rin g ­
boards a t  th e  deep end. The cement aprons o f  th e  pool were
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approxim ately  e ig h t f e e t  wide on th e  s id e s  and tw elve f e e t  wide on 
th e  ends.
The club f a c i l i t i e s  a lso  included  a  g ra v e l park ing  l o t ,  a 
g rass  badminton c o u rt , and swings and s l id e s  fo r  th e  c h ild re n .
The O rgan iza tion  o f th e  Piedmont Club
The o rg a n iz a tio n a l p a t te rn  o f th e  Piedmont Club i s  such th a t  
th e  s to c k h o ld e rs , by p o p u lar v o te , have complete power and c o n tro l 
o f th e  o p e ra tio n  o f th e  c o rp o ra tio n . The co rp o ra tio n  p re se n tly  has 
th re e  hundred and f o r ty  members o r s to c k h o ld e rs . Each stockho lder 
i s  allow ed by C harter to  own a l im i t  o f  one share  o f s to ck . This 
p rev en ts  any one member from having more th an  one vo te  in  club 
a f f a i r s .  As d ec lared  in  th e  A r t ic le s  o f In co rp o ra tio n , th e  
sto ck h o ld e rs  have th e  power to  e le c t  th e  Board o f Governors and to  
change any a c tio n  o f th e  Board o f  Governors.
The Board o f  Governors c o n s is ts  o f f i f t e e n  members e le c ted  
by th e  sto ck h o ld e rs  a t  th e  annual m eeting . Each member i s  e le c te d  
to  serve fo r  a p e rio d  o f th re e  y e a rs , however, t h e i r  e le c t io n  to  
o f f ic e  i s  s taggered  so t h a t  f iv e  members a re  e le c te d  annually .
The Board o f  Governors has th e  power and a u th o r i ty  in  ad d itio n  
to  th a t  provided  by law o r  c h a r te r  to  p u rchase , s e l l ,  own and le a se  
p ro p e rty , r e a l ,  p e rso n a l, o r  mixed, and to  borrow money necessary  
o r  a d v isab le  in  ca rry in g  ou t th e  o b je c tiv e s  and purposes o f  the
2I b id . . A r tic le s  V II and X.
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co rp o ra tio n  and as se c u r i ty , t h e r e f o r e ,  to  g ra n t m ortgages, is su e  
n o te s , bonds,, o r o th e r  evidence o f  in d eb ted n ess .
There i s  ex p ress ly  vested  in  th e  Board o f  Governors th e  r ig h t  
to  make, amend, and re p e a l the by-law s fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  
co rp o ra tio n , su b je c t always to  th e  power o f  th e  v o tin g  members o f 
th e  co rpo ra tion  to  change the a c tio n  o f  th e  Board o f Governors.
The P re s id e n t o f th e  Board of Governors has th e  power to  
appoin t any committee o th e r  th a n  the  membership comm ittee, necessa ry  
to  th e  p roper fu n c tion ing  of th e  club a f f a i r s .  Some o f  th e se  
committees appointed by th e  p re s id e n t a re  d iscu ssed  fo llow ing  th e  
d isc u ss io n  o f th e  membership com m ittee.^-
The Membership Committee i s  a s e c r e t  com m ittee. Each member 
o f th e  Board o f Governors subm its to  th e  S e c re ta ry  names o f two club 
members whom he considers e x c e p tio n a lly  q u a l i f ie d  to  serve on t h i s  
committee. The p re s id e n t then draws a t  random from th e se  names 
u n t i l  f iv e  members have been s e le c te d .  The p re s id e n t and s e c re ta ry  
o f the ' club then  n o tify  th e  members o f  t h e i r  appointm ent to  t h i s  
committee. At no tim e a re  the members o f t h i s  committee -known to  
anyone o th e r than  th e  p re s id e n t, s e c re ta ry , and t h e i r  fe llo w  committee 
members. The negative  vo te  of a t  l e a s t  two members o f  t h i s  committee 
i s  req u ired  fo r  th e  exclusion o f  any a p p lic a n t  from membership in  
t h i s  c lub .
The S p ec ia l A c tiv ity  Committee h e lp s  w ith  th e  p lann ing  and 
arrangem ents fo r  any sp e c ia l a c t i v i t y  sponsored by th e  c lu b , such as
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dances, c h i ld re n 's  a c t i v i t i e s ,  teen -ag e  p a r t i e s ,  swimming p a r t i e s  . 
and Christm as and E a s te r  program s.
The Legal Committee members serve  as le g a l  c o n su lta n ts  to  th e  
co rp o ra tio n  and a s s i s t  th e  co rp o ra tio n  in  a l l  l e g a l  m a tte rs .
The O perations Committee i s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  s ta f f in g  th e  
c lub  and makes d e c is io n s  about th e  use o f th e  c lu b .
The B uilding and Grounds Committee i s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  • 
p e rio d ic  in sp e c tio n  o f b u ild in g  and grounds o f th e  c lu b . A ll 
r e p a i r s ,  a l t e r a t io n s  and a d d itio n s  a re  planned by t h i s  committee.
The Finance Committee handles most o f th e  money m atte rs  o f 
th e  co rp o ra tio n . A ll item s of expend itu re  a re  p re sen te d  to  th e  
Finance Committee fo r  i t s  approval.
The Board o f Governors has th e  a u th o r i ty  to  employ a G eneral 
Manager fo r  th e  c lu b , whose duty  i t  i s  t o  a s s i s t  th e  P re s id e n t in  
e x e rc is in g  g en era l superv ision  over th e  o p e ra tio n , ca re  and upkeep 
o f club p ro p e rty . He employs a l l  employees and se rv a n ts  necessary  
fo r  such o p e ra tio n , purchases a l l  su p p lie s  o r w hatever may be 
n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  su c c e ss fu l o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  c lub  p ro p e r ty , and in  
g e n e ra l, perform s a l l  such d u tie s  and e x e rc ise s  a l l  such a u th o r i ty  
a s th e  P re s id e n t may d i r e c t .  His compensation i s  f ix e d  by th e  Board 
o f Governors.
There i s  a lso  a  Teen-age Committee composed o f teen -age  
members who work c o o p era tiv e ly  w ith  th e  Manager in  p lann ing  th e  
program o f  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  th e  te e n -a g e rs .
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The A dm in istra tion  o f th e  Piedmont Club
A ll reco rds o f income and o th e r  bookkeeping fo r  th e  Piedmont
Club a re  handled by a paid  C e r t i f ie d  P ublic  A ccountant. There i s  a
s e c re ta ry  employed on a  p a rt- tim e  b a s is  who a s s i s t s  th e  bookkeeper
.by o rg an iz in g  a l l  s a le s ,  c r e d i ts ,  and incoming monies a t  th e  c lu b .
Incoming monies a re  derived  from se v e ra l so u rces . The fo llo w in g  i s
an approxim ation o f th e  major ones included in  th e  P iedm ont's
sta tem ent o f  income fo r  the  y e a r  1962:
Gross sa le s  $33,000.00
Dues based on p resen t 340 members 33 ,840.00
F ines on de linquen t d eb ts  1 ,000 .00
Guest fe e s  630.00
Swimming le sso n s  1 ,450 .00
A pp lica tio n  fe e s  190.00
M iscellaneous 1 ,760 .00
Return o f 20$ o f f e d e ra l  excise  ta x  fo r
c a p i ta l  improvements 3 .100 .00
T o ta l Income $74,970.00
The approxim ate expenditures f o r  th e  y e a r  o f 1962 f o r  th e
Piedmont Club were:
Snack Bar o p e ra tio n  $21,500.00
S a la r ie s
Bar Tender, Club Manager, Food Serv ice  17,800.00
L ife  Guards (2) 1 ,700 .00
J a n i to r  2 ,600 .00
R epair and Maintenance 2 ,400 .00
Pool Expense , 1 ,000 .00
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U t i l i t i e s  $ 4 ,250 .00
S u p p lies  f o r  J a n i to r i a l  and Food Serv ice 2 ,750.00
Linens 750.00
Background music and T.V. r e n ta l  500.00
M iscellaneous 2 ,750.00
D ep rec ia tio n  7,012.00
Insurance  9 58•00
Taxes and L icenses 3 ,514.00
A ccountant, Legal and C le r ic a l  2 ,230.00
Postage 180.00
S ta tio n e ry  and O ffice  S upplies 1 ,000.00
C re d it Report Serv ice  on A pplican ts fo r
Membership 90.00
M anager's expenses (a tte n d in g  m eetings;
c a r  expenses) 300.00
T o ta l E xpenditures $72,284.00
T o ta l Income $74,970.00
T o ta l Expenses 72.284.00
Net Income $ 2,686.00
The Program o f  A c t iv i t ie s
S ince th e  Piedmont Club membership inc ludes a d u l ts ,  te e n -a g e rs
and c h ild re n , th e  program must be planned to  in c lu d e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f
in te r e s t  to  each group. In  p lanning  th e  program, an a ttem p t i s  made 
to  ba lance  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  th e  a d u lt program and th e  c h i ld r e n 's  
program , and l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  i s  given to  the  teen -ag e  program .
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Because o th e r  r e c r e a t io n a l  programs in  th e  c i ty  which a re  devoted 
e s p e c ia l ly  to  te e n -a g e rs  o f f e r  a  more appealing  program, many o f 
th e  teen -ag e  members tu rn  to  th e s e  o th e r  programs in  o rd e r to  meet 
t h e i r  r e c re a t io n a l  needs.
The Piedmont Club i s  open from 11 a.m . to  9 p.m. in  th e  months 
September through May, and from 9 a.nt-. to  9,P*m. during  th e  months 
June, Ju ly , and A ugust. During th e  simmer th e  club i s  c lo sed  on 
Tuesdayj during  th e  school y e a r i t  i s  c lo sed  on Monday and Tuesday. 
The fo llow ing  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  included  in  the  a d u lt  program:
1 . Dancing.
2. Card p lay in g  and b rid g e  p a r t i e s .
3 . T e lev is io n  v iew ing .
4 . In s t ru c t io n  in  l i f e s a v in g  and swimming.
5. Swimming fo r  re c re a t io n .
6 . Bingo.
7. Water shows.
8 . Song se ss io n s  (impromptu a f t e r  L.S.U . fo o tb a l l  games).
9* B uffet luncheons b e fo re  each f o o tb a l l  game.
10. Coffee and snacks a f t e r  f o o tb a l l  games.
11. Badminton.
12. Group m eetings and movies.
13. Bus excu rsions to  f o o tb a l l  games.
14. Speakers fo r  s p e c ia l  groups.
15. C roquet.
The c h i ld re n ’s program i s  a t  i t s  peak during th e  summer, when
th e  c h ild ren  a re  out of schoo l and have more le i s u r e  h o u rs , however, 
a c t iv i ty  i s  p lanned fo r  th e  c h ild re n  throughout th e  school y e a r.
Some o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  program a re :
1. S p e c ia l dance p a r t i e s  and reco rd  hops.
2. T e lev is io n  view ing.
3. Card p lay ing .
4. Swimming in s t ru c t io n  and com petitive  swimming.
5. R e c rea tio n a l swimming.
6. Tumbling and gym nastics in s t ru c t io n .
7. P a rty  n ig h ts  o f  low o rg a n iz a tio n a l  games.
8. Water shows.
9. S h u ffle  board.
10. C roquet.
11. Badminton.
12. E a s te r  and Christinas p a r t i e s .
The p re se n t f a c i l i t i e s  in c lu d e  a d d itio n s  not describ ed  e a r l i e r  
in  t h i s  se c tio n —a s to rag e  b u ild in g  ad jacen t to  th e  swimming p oo l, a 
new main h a l l ,  and a p a t io  a re a  connecting  th e  new h a l l  to  th e  pool. 
The s to rage  b u ild in g  a d ja c e n t t o  th e  swimming poo l i s  co n stru c ted  o f 
red  wood and i s  about te n  f e e t  w ide, t h i r t y  f e e t  long , and s ix  f e e t  
h igh . Beside i t s  use as s to ra g e  a re a , i t  a lso  encloses th e  f i l t e r  
u n i t .  The main h a l l  which was added i s  f o r ty  f e e t  by n in e ty  f e e t .
I t  was completed in  Septem ber, 1961 a t  a co s t o f  $60,000.
Plans f o r  Fu ture  Growth and Comments by Manager
Although th e re  a re  no reco rd ed  p lan s f o r  any immediate
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a d d it io n a l  p r o je c ts ,  th e  manager expressed  hope th a t  th e  fo llow ing  
fo u r a d d itio n s  w i l l  be approved by th e  Board o f D irec to rs  when th e  
fin an c in g  i s  p o ss ib le :
1. H ardsurfacing of park ing  l o t .
2 . Tennis c o u rts .
3 . A room fo r  women only  where they  can lounge, sew, p lay
b rid g e , and read .
4 . A room fo r  men on ly  where th ey  can smoke, p la y  c a rd s ,
read  and lounge.
The club d ir e c to r s  do no t have d e f in i te  p lan s  f o r  th e  fu tu re  
growth o f th e  club and i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  The p re sen t arrangem ent of 
club  f a c i l i t i e s  c re a te s  many problem s. The swimming poo l i s  too  
n e a r th e  parking a re a  and re c e iv e s  a la rg e  amount o f d u st from th e  
g rave led  a re a . The club house cannot be conven ien tly  en te red  from 
th e  park ing  a re a , and during  inclem ent w eather th e re  i s  no covered 
a re a  connecting th e  two.
I I .  THE KNOLLWOOD, INCORPORATED
The Knollwood, Inco rpora ted  i s  one o f  fo u r  c lubs in  t h i s  
ch ap te r which r e s t r i c t s  membership to  re s id e n ts  o f a  p a r t i c u la r  
r e s id e n t ia l  a re a . The Knollwood i s  lo c a te d  a t  th e  in te r s e c t io n  of 
Whitehaven Drive and Knollwood Drive in  south Baton Rouge. I t  i s  a 
p r iv a te  swimming pool and playground owned and o p e ra ted  by e ig h t 
fa m ilie s  re s id in g  in  th e  neighborhood.
The Knollwood has many d if fe re n c e s  from th e  Piedmont Club as
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was p o in ted  ou t in  th e  d isc u ss io n  o f th e  Piedmont Club, however, i t  
has two m ajor d iffe re n c e s  from th e  o th e r  th re e  r e s id e n t i a l  c lu b s .
The f i r s t  d iffe re n c e  i s  i t s  unique f in a n c ia l  p lan  fo r  th e  
o p e ra tio n  and maintenance o f th e  f a c i l i t y .  There a re  no f ix ed  
membership dues imposed on th e  members. The men members o f th e  
e ig h t fa m ilie s  each c o n tr ib u te  an agreed amount o f  money to  form an 
o p e ra tio n  and maintenance fund. When t h i s  money has been sp e n t, 
th ey  c o n tr ib u te  more to  th e  fund. The amount o f money which i s  
c o n tr ib u te d  each tim e must be agreed upon by th o se  concerned. This 
c o n tr ib u tio n  amounts to  approxim ately one hundred d o l la r s  a  y e a r p e r  
fam ily .
The second d iffe re n c e  p e c u lia r  to  th e  Knollwood f a c i l i t y  i s  
th a t  i t  does no t include a b a th  house s t r u c tu r e .  S ince th e  members 
l iv e  n ear enough to  th e  p o o l, th ey  d id  no t f e e l  i t  n ecessa ry  to  
d u p lic a te  d re ss in g  o r ba th ing  f a c i l i t i e s  which th e y  a lre ad y  had in  
t h e i r  homes.
The E stab lishm ent o f th e  Knollwood, Inco rpora ted
Seven chem ical eng ineers who were employed by JSSSO were 
in te re s te d  in  purchasing a 'b rac t o f land  upon which th e y  could 
e s ta b l is h  a  s e le c tiv e  hom esite fo r  them selves. .. S . W. N icholson ,
R. W. K rebs, and G. W. Beste advanced th e  p ro je c t  by search ing  f o r  
land  in  th e  south Baton Rouge a re a  which would s a t i s f y  t h e i r  re q u ire ' 
m ents. In  1950, th e  group took an o p tion  on an e ig h t-a c re  t r a c t  o f 
land  a t  th e  in te r s e c t io n  o f Whitehaven and Knollwood D rives.
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A fte r  th e  f i r s t  survey o f  th e  lan d , th e  seven men agreed th a t  
one p a r t  o f th e  land  was u n d esirab le  fo r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a  home. 
This a re a  was too  low and p resen ted  problems f o r  th e  p ro sp e c tiv e  
home b u i ld e r s .  Since no one person was in te r e s te d  in  acq u ir in g  t h i s  
l o t  o f  th e  t r a c t . ,  th e  men agreed  th a t  th e  l o t  in  q u es tio n  would be 
s e t  a s id e  as common-ground and each member would share  th e  e stim ated  
c o s t o f  th e  common-ground. This l o t  has a  one hundred fo o t f ro n t  on 
Knollwood Drive and i s  one hundred and t h i r t y  f e e t  deep. The 
rem aining p a r t  o f th e  e ig h t-a c re  t r a c t  was d iv id ed  in to  seven 
hom esites in  accordance w ith  th e  d e s ire s  o f each in d iv id u a l.
The group voted to  use th e  common-ground l o t  as a  playground 
f o r  t h e i r  c h ild re n . They co n stru c ted  a wading poo l o f cement b locks 
and p laced  o th e r  playground equipment such as monkeybars, swing 
s e ts  and a t e th e r  b a l l  po le  on th e  l o t .
In  1962 one o f th e  hom esites was s p l i t  in to  two p a r t s ,  and th e  
second p a r t  was so ld . By consent o f a l l  o f  th e  seven o r ig in a l  members, 
th e  p u rch ase r o f th e  newly e s ta b lis h e d  hom esite was p e rm itte d  to  buy 
a  share  o f th e  common-ground. On June 26, 1962 a  C h a rte r o f Corpora­
t io n  was drawn by th e  group in  th e  name o f Knollwood, In co rp o ra te d .
D e sc rip tio n  o f th e  F a c i l i t i e s
In 1954* when many o f th e  ch ild ren  had lea rn ed  to  swim, th e  
group d iscu ssed  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f c o n s tru c tin g  a swimming poo l on . . 
th e  grounds. The Knollwood poo l as i t  e x is ts  today  was c o n s tru c te d  
in  1954 a t  a co s t o f $5,600. The pool i s  tw e n ty -f iv e  f e e t  wide and
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f o r ty  f e e t  lo n g , w ith  a f iv e  fo o t apron on each s id e , a  tw elve fo o t 
apron on th e  shallow  end, and a te n  foo t apron on th e  deep end. The 
depth  o f  th e  poo l ranges from 2g f e e t  to  f e e t .  The p o o l a rea  i s
l ig h te d  by overhead l ig h t s  and i s  enclosed by a  fo u r fo o t h igh  
chain  l in k  fen c e . There i s  an e ig h t fo o t by tw elve fo o t cabana, an 
outdoor shower, a  fo o t b a th , and a one-m eter d iv ing  board on th e  
p o o l apron.
O utside o f  th e  fen ced -in  a re a  o f th e  p o o l, th e re  i s  a  
b a s k e tb a ll  g o a l, w ith  a tw enty  fo o t by tw enty fo o t cemented a rea  
and o th e r  playground equipment on th e  grounds.
The O rgan iza tion  o f  Knollwood. Incorpora ted
This o rg an iz a tio n  i s  organized  on a c a p i ta l  s to ck  b a s is  and 
th e  t o t a l  a u th o rized  number o f shares i s  e ig h t .  These l im ite d  
e ig h t sh a reh o ld e rs  must be r e s id e n ts  o f and owners o f  immovable 
p ro p e rty  in  Knollwood S u b d iv is io n , Baton Rouge, L ou is iana .
The a d m in is tra tio n  o f t h i s  co rpo ra tion  i s  v e s ted  in  a  Board 
o f D ire c to rs  o f  e ig h t male members. Each d i r e c to r  ho ld s o f f ic e  a s  
long, a s  he i s  owner o f a  share  o f stock in  th e  c o rp o ra tio n . A ll 
a c tio n  by th e  Board o f D irec to rs  i s  by vo te  and consent o f  n o t l e s s  
th an  tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  e ig h t members. The Board o f D ire c to rs  
an n u a lly  e le c t  th e  fo llow ing  o f f ic e r s  whose d u t ie s ,  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  
and a u th o r i ty  a re  describ ed  h e re .
The P re s id e n t i s  th e  c h ie f  executive  o f  th e  c o rp o ra tio n . He 
p re s id e s  a t  a l l  m eetings o f  th e  sh areh o ld ers ; he sees th a t  a l l  o rd e rs
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and re s o lu tio n s  o f  th e  board a re  c a r r ie d  in to  e f f e c t .  He executes 
a l l  a c ts  f o r ,  and in  th e  name o f ,  th e  co rp o ra tio n . He has th e  
g e n e ra l powers and d u tie s  o f su p e rv is io n  and management u su a lly  
v e sted  in  th e  o f f ic e  o f a  p re s id e n t o f  a co rp o ra tio n .
In th e  absence o f  th e  P re s id e n t, h i s  d u tie s  devolve upon 
th e  V ic e -p re s id e n t. In th e  absence o f th e  S e c re ta ry -T re a su re r ,. th e  
d u t ie s  o f  th e  l a t t e r  devolve upon th e  V ice-P residen t in  h is  cap ac ity  
as A ss is ta n t S e c re ta ry -T re a su re r .
The S e c re ta ry -T re a su re r  has charge o f  a l l  funds o f the  
co rp o ra tio n  and o f  i t s  disbursem ent under d ire c to r s  o f th e  Board of
D ire c to rs . He keeps m inutes o f  th e  proceedings o f a l l  m eetings of
th e  c o rp o ra tio n .
The A d m in is tra tio n  o f Knollwood. Inco rpo ra ted
The c o rp o ra tio n  has no d e f in i te  f ix e d  income. The pool i s  
o p era ted  by a  " k i t ty "  arrangem ent. Each member p u ts  in to  the  
g e n e ra l fund a  c e r ta in  sum of money upon which th ey  a l l  a g re e . When 
t h i s  money i s  sp e n t,; th ey  each pu t up an a d d it io n a l  sum. I t  i s  
e stim ated  th a t  th e  poo l c o s ts  each fam ily  approxim ately one hundred 
d o l la r s  p e r y e a r .
The e x p en d itu re s  f o r  th e  y ear 1962-1963 were as fo llow s: 
U t i l i t i e s  $282.00
Pool cover 32.00
Water 27.00
Pool s u p p lie s  and m aintenance 213.00
Tree surgeon 
Grass c u ttin g
Replacement o f b a s k e tb a ll  backboard 
Insurance 
Tax
M iscellaneous expenses 
T o ta l Expenses
The Program o f A c t iv i t ie s
Since th e  prime purpose o f th e  c o rp o ra tio n  i s  to  own, o p era te  
and m ain tain  a p r iv a te  neighborhood swimming p o o l, playground and 
re c re a tio n  a re a , th e  program c o n s is ts  o f v o lu n ta ry  type  a c t iv i t i e s  
such as r e c re a t io n a l  swimming, l i f e s a v in g  and w ater s a fe ty  ta lk s  
and dem onstra tions, unorganized  r e c re a t io n a l  b a s k e tb a ll ,  unorganized 
re c re a t io n a l  s o f tb a l l ,  and s p e c ia l  p a r t i e s  such as end-of-schoo l 
p a r t i e s  and b ir th d a y  p a r t i e s .
Comments by th e  Members
The n a tu re  o f th e  p ro p e r ty  does no t a llow  fo r  any fu tu re  growth 
such as th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  b u ild in g s  o r c o u r ts .
The members o f  th e  c o rp o ra tio n  a re  no t in te r e s te d  in  any type 
o f e la b o ra te  f a c i l i t y  bu t a re  concerned w ith  m ain ta in ing  th e  f a c i l i t y  
as i t  e x i s t s ,  a t  a minimum c o s t .
S ev era l members s ta te d  th a t  by means o f t h i s  type  of co rp o ra tio n  
they  were ab le  to  secure a b ig g e r pool th an  any one o f them could have 










only one-e igh th  o f  th e  d u tie s  i t  would re q u ire  them to  m ain tain  a 
p r iv a te  fam ily  poo l.
I I I .  THE GOODWOOD HOMESITES SWIMMING 
FOOL COMPANY, INCORPORATED
The Goodwood Homesites Swimming Pool Company i s  a  p r iv a te  
swimming' and re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  lo c a te d  in  th e  Goodwood Homesites 
Subdivision in  Baton Rouge. I t  c o n s is ts  o f a swimming p o o l, bath  
house and playground lo c a te d  on o n e -h a lf  ac re  o f  lan d . This f a c i l i t y  
i s  owned and opera ted  by stockho ld ing  members. Membership in  t h i s  
co rpo ra tion  i s  evidenced by sh a res  o f  stock  and i s  r e s t r i c te d  to  th e  
re s id e n ts  o f theGoodwood Homesites S ubd iv is ion .
This f a c i l i t y ,  has two fe a tu re s  which a re  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  
o th e r su b d iv is io n  clubs o f  t h i s  c a teg o ry . F i r s t ,  i t  i s  managed by 
th e  members o f th e  Board o f  D ire c to rs . Each d i r e c to r  se rves as 
manager o f th e  club fo r  a one week p e r io d , a l te rn a t in g  throughout 
th e  swimming season, and th e  p re s id e n t se rv es  as manager fo r  th e  . 
o ff-seaso n  months. Secondly, as a means o f acq u irin g  a d d it io n a l  
funds, summer membership shares a re  so ld .. These summer membership 
stocks a re  re fe r re d  to  in  t h i s  study  a s  C lass "B" o r  non-voting  
stocks;
The E stablishm ent o f th e  C orporation
The Goodwood Homesites S ubd iv ision  was s ta r te d  in  1958 by two 
r e a l to r s —Louis Landry and Ju le s  Landry. By 1961 th e re  were bu t a
41
few l o t s  rem aining undeveloped in  th e  su b d iv is io n . Many re s id e n ts  
o f  t h i s  a re a  were d isp lea se d  w ith  th e  d is ta n c e  which th ey  were 
req u ired  to  t r a v e l  in  o rder to  tak e  t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  th e  n e a re s t 
p u b lic  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .
R u sse ll Tucker and se v e ra l o th e r  p a re n ts  went to  see Ju le s  
Landry about th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f a cq u ir in g  a  l o t  in  th e  subd iv ision  
f o r  th e  purpose o f c o n stru c tin g  and m ain ta in ing  a swimming poo l, 
r e c re a t io n a l  b u ild in g , playground and o th e r  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  re s id e n ts  o f th e  su b d iv is io n . Ju le s  Landry 
con fe rred  w ith  h is  b ro th e r , and th ey  agreed  to  make a o n e -h a lf acre 
l o t  a v a ila b le  to  th e  group fo r  th e  sum o f  $2,000.
On A p ril 12, 1961, R u sse ll Tucker in v ite d  te n  r e s id e n ts  o f 
th e  su b d iv is io n  to  meet w ith  him a t  h i s  home to  d isc u ss  p lan s  fo r  
.a p o o l. . At t h i s  f i r s t  m eeting th e  group o rgan ized  a board o f  f iv e  
d ir e c to r s  and f i l e d  a C h arte r o f C orporation  w ith  th e  s t a t e .  The 
d i r e c to r s  th en  v i s i te d  people in  th e  neighborhood and d iscu ssed  
p lan s  fo r  th e  pool w ith  them. During t h i s  d r iv e , th e  d i r e c to r s  
were ab le  to  g e t fo r ty  neighbors to  p ledge to  purchase stock  a t  th e  
co st o f $200.00 p e r sh a re , w ith  annual membership fe e s  o f t h i r t y  
d o l la r s .  When c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  p o o l began only t h i r t y  o f th e  
.fo r ty  p ledgers, purchased shares o f s to c k . This gave th e  co rpo ra tion  
a  s ta r t in g  amount o f $6,000. P re se n tly , th e re  a re  e ighty-tw o 
members and sh a reh o ld e rs .
D esc rip tio n  o f th e  F a c i l i ty  .
The o r ig in a l  f a c i l i t y  o f th e  co rp o ra tio n  c o s t a t o t a l  o f
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$17,838.11 and c o n s is ted  o f a p o o l, a  b a th  house, a  cabana, and a 
playground.
The pool i s  s ix ty  f e e t  long and i s  fan -shaped . The narrow 
end i s  e igh teen  f e e t  wide and n ine  f e e t  deep; th e  wide end i s  
t h i r t y  f e e t  wide and th re e  f e e t  deep. The pool i s  surrounded by 
an apron which i s  s ix te e n  f e e t  wide on th e  deep end, tw enty  f e e t  
wide on th e  shallow  end, and tw elve f e e t  wide on each s id e . There 
i s  a  one-meter_ d iv ing  board lo c a te d  a t  th e  deep end o f th e  pool 
and th e  e n t i r e  apron a re a  i s  enclosed  by a f iv e  fo o t chain  l in k  
fen c e . The pool has underw ater l ig h t in g  and overhead l ig h t in g .
The bath  house measures tw en ty -fo u r by t h i r t y  f e e t  and i s  
co n stru c ted  o f b r ic k . I t  inc ludes a  d re s s in g  room fo r  th e  men, a  
d re ss in g  room fo r  th e  women, and a sm all s to rag e  room. Each d ress in g  
room has two showers, two t o i l e t s ,  two wash b a s in s , benches, and 
hooks fo r  hanging c lo th e s . At th e  e x i t  o f  th e  ba th  house, th e re  i s  
an outdoor shower, a  fo o t b a th , a r e f r ig e r a te d  w ater fo u n ta in , and 
a candy b a r  and s o f t  d rin k  d isp e n se r.
On one side  o f th e  pool th e re  i s  a cabana which i s  th e  
len g th  o f th e  poo l. There are  fo ld in g  c h a i r s ,  benches, and ta b le s  
under th e  cabana.
O utside of th e  fen ced -in  a re a , th e re  i s  a  la rg e  playground.
A v o lle y b a ll  c o u rt, o th e r  playground f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a b ic y c le  rack 
a re  lo ca ted  in  t h i s  a re a .
The O rganization  o f  th e  C orporation
A ll o f th e  co rp o ra te  powers o f  t h i s  c o rp o ra tio n  a re  v ested  in ,
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and th e  b usiness and a f f a i r s  o f the  co rp o ra tio n  a re  managed by a 
Board o f D ire c to rs . The Board o f D irec to rs  i s  e le c te d  by th e  
s tockho lders a t  th e  annual m eeting o f th e -s to c k h o ld e rs .
The t o t a l  au th o rized  number o f shares o f t h i s  co rp o ra tio n  
i s  60 shares o f v o tin g  stock and 272 shares o f  non-vo ting  s tock . 
S tockholders approved by th e  Membership Committee as e l ig ib le  to  
use th e  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  co rp o ra tio n  s h a l l  be -e n title d  
to  one vote fo r  each share of stock  owned. No sh a reh o ld e r may s e l l  
any stock  o f t h i s  co rpo ra tion  w ithout f i r s t  o f fe r in g  i t  to  t h i s  
co rp o ra tio n  a t  th e  market value th e re o f  as shown by a  w r it te n  o f f e r  to  
buy by a bona f id e  buyer.
The A dm in istra tion  o f th e  F a c i l i t i e s
The Board o f  D irec to rs  i s  re sp o n sib le  fo r  th e  management 
o f th e  pool and f a c i l i t i e s .  The members o f th e  Board o f D ire c to rs  
each manage th e  poo l fo r  one week, a l te rn a t in g  th roughout th e  
swimming season.
"While serv ing  as manager, th e  d i r e c to r  i s  in  charge o f th e  
guest book, guest f e e s ,  th e  l ife g u a rd s , and pool re s e rv a tio n s  fo r  
p a r t i e s .
There a re  two life g u a rd s  who share  th e  work hours a t  th e  
p oo l. T heir work schedule i s  arranged in  such a manner th a t  th e re  
i s  a l ife g u a rd  on du ty  any tim e th a t  th e  pool i s  open. The pool i s  
open f o r  use from 8:30 to  11:30 each m orning, a t  which tim e th e  
guard on duty  tea ch e s  swimming and d iv ing  to  th e  members. A fternoon 
hours a re  from 2:30 to  7:30 and, fo r  s p e c ia l  p a r t i e s ,  u n t i l  10:00 p.m.
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A ll reco rd s  o f income and expend itu res a re  kep t by an 
accoun tan t. This accountant i s  a  s tockho lder and i s  no t pa id  fo r  
h is  s e rv ic e s  as a bookkeeper. Following i s  th e  re p o r t  o f income 
and expend itu res  f o r  th e  y ear 1963 .
Bank Balance f o r  f in a n c ia l  y e a r ending A p ril 1 , 1962 $ 332.09
Income from Stock S a le s , O peration  and Maintenance 
Dues and o th e r  sources 8 .083.15
Gross Bank Balance $ 8,415*24
D isbursem ents:
P roperty  $ —
A dm in is tra tive  15.00
B uild ing  & Improvements 32.36
Pool 75*19
F urn ish ings 11.43
S upp lies 26.45
L ifeguard  674*14
O peration  and Mainten­
ance (exclud ing
life g u a rd )  1 ,127.00
M iscellaneous 311*07
Mortgage and I n te r e s t  
payments 5*368.95
Insurance 239.08
T o ta l D isbursem ents $ -Tt880.67
C urrent Bank Balance as o f A p ril  25* 1963 $ 534.57
In  th e  y e a r  ending A p ril 25* 1963 a t o t a l  o f $5*368.95 was 
p a id  on th e  m ortgage a t  th e  bank. The; l a s t  in s ta llm e n t was p a id  on 
A p ril  24, 1963 in  th e  amount o f $3,177*00, leav in g  no mortgage a t  
th e  bank.
Balance Sheet as o f A p ril 2 5 . 1963 
A ssets
C urrent A s s e ts :
Cash in  Bank $ 534*57
Stock S u b sc rip tio n  R eceivable 500.00
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0 . & M. Dues R eceivable $ 1 ,800.00
Guest Fees R eceivable  28.00
T o ta l C urrent A ssets 8 2 ,862.57
Fixed A s se ts :
L ot: Cost o f Land (Market
value $5,750.00) $ 2 ,000.00
Pool: T o ta l c o s t 9 ,300.18
Bath house and Improvements 6 ,212.90 
F u rn ish ings 325.03
T o ta l Fixed A ssets $17,838.11
T o ta l A ssets $20,700.68
L ia b i l i t i e s
C a p ita l :
C lass A Stock A uthorized:
59 sh a res  @ $200.00 $11,800.00
8 sh a res  0 $250.00 2,000.00
16 sh a res  0 $300.00 4 .800.00
T o ta l C lass A Stock
A uthorized $18,600.00
Less C lass A Stock
Unissued 1,800.00
C lass B Stock A uthorized: $ 6 ,250.00




P a rt Paid  Stock 561.00
T o ta l Stock Issued  and P a rt Paid $17,861.80
S u rp lu s :
Donated Surp lus $ 11.00
P a id -In  Surp lus 2 ,827.88
T o ta l L ia b i l i t i e s
$ 2 , 838.88
$20, 700.68
The Program o f A c t iv i t ie s
'The program o ffe re d  f o r  th e  members and t h e i r  g u ests  fo r  th e  
y e a r 19&3 c o n s is ted  o f th e  fo llow ing  a c t iv i t i e s :
1 . Diving and swimming in s t r u c t io n  given by l ife g u a rd s .
2 . V o lley b a ll fo r  c h ild re n  and a d u lts .
3 . Badminton ( re c re a t io n a l)  fo r  c h ild re n  and a d u lts .
4 . Diving c l in ic s  sponsored by co rp o ra tio n .
5. Swimming team coached by life g u a rd .
6. Swim meets a t  pool and away.
7* L is te n in g  to  music t ra n s m itte d  over p u b lic  address 
system a t  poo l.
P lans fo r  Future Growth
P lans a re  made pending th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f funds to  add to  
th e  e x is tin g  f a c i l i t i e s  th e  fo llo w in g : ( l )  a  hard  su rfaced  b a sk e tb a ll  
and te n n is  cou rt which w i l l  be l ig h te d  fo r  n ig h t u se : (2) playground 
equipment such as sw ings, s l id e s ,  monkeybars, horseshoes and o th e r  
games c o u rts .
Comments by Club P re s id e n t
This r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  has demanded many hours o f work 
from each p a ren t member. The f a c i l i t y  i s  p r im a rily  fo r  th e  c h ild re n , 
and th e  p a re n ts  use i t  very  l i t t l e .  There a re  no p lans in  th e  
en la rg in g  program to  inc lude  any type o f s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  th e  
p a re n ts . The p a re n ts  a re  expected to  work hard  in  o rd er to  provide 
a good wholesome f a c i l i t y  and program fo r  t h e i r  c h ild re n .
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IV. THE CEDARCREST-SOUTHMOOR RECREATION ASSOCIATION, INC.
The Cedarcrest-Southm oor R ecrea tio n  A ssoc ia tion  i s  a p r iv a te  
n o n -p ro f it  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  lo c a te d  in  C edarcrest Subdiv ision  
o f Baton Rouge. The f a c i l i t i e s  c o n s is t  o f a  swimming p oo l, bath  
house and playground, and i t  se rv es th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  two su b d iv is io n s— 
th e  C edarcrest and th e  Southmoor.
This f a c i l i t y  i s  owned and o p era ted  by stockhold ing  members. 
Membership in  t h i s  co rp o ra tio n  i s  by shares o f stock  and membership 
dues, and i s  r e s t r i c te d  to  one hundred stockho ld ing  r e s id e n ts  o f the  
two above-mentioned su b d iv is io n s .
At th e  tim e o f t h i s  study  th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor f a c i l i t y  
had been in  o p e ra tio n  le s s  than  a month, th e re fo re  very  l i t t l e  d a ta  
were a v a ila b le  to  th e  w r i te r .
The E stablishm ent o f th e  C orporation
The f i r s t  m eeting fo r  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f th e  C ed arc re s t-  
Southmoor R ecreation  A sso c ia tio n  was c a lle d  by Ju le s  Landry in  
A p ril, 1963. Mr. Landry, th e  developer o f  th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor 
S ubd iv ision , gave th e  re s id e n ts  o f  th e  su b d iv is io n  a  l o t  measuring 
150 fe e t  by 140 f e e t ,  lo c a te d  a t  2721 C edarcrest Avenue. He to ld  
th e  re s id e n ts  p re se n t a t  t h i s  f i r s t  m eeting about th e  pool in  
Goodwood Homesites and how i t  was o rgan ized  by th e  re s id e n ts  o f th a t  
su b d iv is io n . He s t ip u la te d  t h a t . t h e  l o t  which he was making 
a v a ila b le  to  th e  group was to  be used fo r  th e  purpose o f co n s tru c tin g
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a swimming pool s im ila r  to  th e  one in  Goodwood Hom esites. I t  was 
p o in ted  ou t t h a t  th e  n e a re s t p u b lic  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  was lo c a te d  
a t  Woodlawn, and i t  was no t la rg e  enough to  accommodate th e  a reas  
im m ediately surrounding i t .
On May 17, 1963, a group rep re se n tin g  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f th e  
su b d iv is io n  f i l e d  a C harter o f C orporation  naming Henry W. May as 
t h e i r  P re s id e n t and s ix  o th e r  members as a Board o f D ire c to rs .
These seven people served as salesmen fo r  th e  co rp o ra tio n  and were 
assigned  s p e c if ic  b locks o f re s id e n ts  w ith whom they  were to  v i s i t  
and d isc u ss  p lan s fo r  the  p oo l. P ic tu re s  and diagram s o f th e  
Goodwood Homesites pool were used to  promote i n t e r e s t .
Membership in  t h i s  co rp o ra tio n  was lim ite d  by c h a r te r  to  
one hundred stockhold ing  members, and th ese  one hundred sh a res  o f 
stock  were so ld  in  th e  fo llow ing  manner: ( l )  th e  f i r s t  f i f t y  sh a res  
were so ld  a t  two hundred d o l la r s  each; (2) th e  n ex t tw en ty -fiv e  
sh a res  were so ld  a t  two hundred f i f t y  d o l la r s  each; and (3) the  
l a s t  tw e n ty -fiv e  shares were so ld  a t  th re e  hundred d o l la r s  each.
By May 1 , 1964, th e re  were s ix ty -se v en  shares o f stock  so ld .
D esc rip tio n  o f th e  F a c i l i t i e s
The c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  pool began on June 15, 1963 and was 
completed Ju ly  15, 1963* The f a c i l i t y  was a d u p lic a tio n  o f  th e  
Goodwood Homesites f a c i l i t y ,  and i t  co st a  t o t a l  o f $17,600.00.
The O rgan iza tion  o f Cedarcrest-Southm oor R ecrea tion  A sso c ia tio n
The c o rp o ra tio n  a f f a i r s  a re  adm in istered  by a Board o f
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D irec to rs  c o n s is tin g  o f  seven members, a p re s id e n t ,  s e c re ta ry , 
t r e a s u r e r  and fo u r  v ic e -p re s id e n ts . The o rg a n iz a tio n a l p a t te rn  
and c h a r te r  o f co rp o ra tio n  o f th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor C orporation  
a re  th e  same as th a t  o f  th e  Goodwood Homesites.
The A dm in istra tion  o f th e  C orporation
As in  th e  Goodwood Homesites C orporation , th e  Board o f 
D ire c to rs  i s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  management o f th e -p o o l and f a c i l i ­
t i e s .
Since th e  pool was no t open before  Ju ly  15, 19&3> no membership 
dues were charged fo r  th e  summer o f 1963, and no d e f in i te  dues had 
been s e t  a t  th e  tim e o f  t h i s  study . The fo llow ing  g u est fe e s  were 
s e t  on a t r i a l  b a s is  fo r  th e  summer o f  1963: ( l )  g u ests  o th e r  than  
house g u ests  were charged one d o l la r  p e r day; (2) house g u ests  were 
charged tw en ty -fiv e  c en ts  p e r day. A ll g u ests  were req u ire d  to  
r e g i s t e r ,  and th e  h o st was b i l l e d  a t  th e  end o f th e  month fo r  h is  
g u e s t( s ) .
The pool was open from 8:30 to  11:30 a.m. and from 2:30 to  
8:00 p.m. throughout th e  summer o f 19&3• There was a l ife g u a rd  on 
du ty  du ring  a l l  o f th e se  hours.
The Program of A c tiv ity
The program fo r  th e  f i r s t  summer included  beginning and 
advanced swimming and d iv ing  in s t ru c t io n  from th e  l i f e g u a r d ,  and 
r e c r e a t io n a l  swimming.
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P lans f o r  Future Growth
P lans fo r  th e  n ear fu tu re  inc lude  the- c o n s tru c tio n  o f a  
h a rd su rfac ed , l ig h te d  co u rt th a t  can be used fo r  t e n n is ,  b a s k e tb a ll ,  
v o l le y b a l l  and badminton. There a re  a lso  p lan s fo r  th e  a d d itio n  o f 
s e v e ra l barbecue p i t s ,  p ic n ic  ta b le s  and playground f a c i l i t i e s  on 
th e  g rounds.. P lans fo r  th e  d is ta n t  fu tu re  include th e  c o n s tru c tio n  
o f  a r e c re a t io n a l  b u ild in g  w ith  k itc h en  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e s t 'ro o m s , and 
a  la rg e  main h a l l  to  house a  la rg e r  program o f  so c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  
f o r  th e  members o f a l l  ages.
V. LA RIVIERA ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED
The La R iv ie ra  i s  a  p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it ,  swimming and re c re a ­
t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  lo c a te d  a t  9775 Chateau Drive in  Baton Rouge. This
f a c i l i t y  i s  designed to  accommodate approxim ately one hundred 
fa m ilie s  who re s id e  in  th e  neighborhood. The su b d iv is io n s  o r  
neighborhoods to  which membership i s  lim ite d  a re  determ ined by th e  
Board o f  D ire c to rs .
D e sc rip tio n  o f th e  F a c i l i t i e s
The f a c i l i t i e s  o f t h i s  club c o n s is t  o f a swimming p o o l, 
b a th  house and playground. The swimming pool and b a th  house a re  
id e n t ic a l  to  those  o f  th e  Goodwood Homesites and C edarcrest-Southm oor 
c o rp o ra tio n s . D e ta iled  in fo rm ation  d e sc rib in g  t h i s  c lub  i s  no t 
p resen te d  because i t  i s  id e n t ic a l  to  th e  preceding c lu b , th e  
C edarcrest-Southm oor.
The E stab lishm en t o f th e  Club
J u le s  Landry, r e a l to r ,  follow ed th e  same procedure in  the  
e s tab lish m en t o f t h i s  club as was describ ed  in  th e  d isc u ss io n  o f 
th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor Club, th e  on ly  d iffe re n c e s  being  minor and 
i r r e l e v a n t .
The s l ig h t  d if fe re n c e s  in  program, f in a n c ia l  ex p en d itu re s , 
and playground equipment do no t j u s t i f y  another d e s c r ip t io n  o f a 
club so s im ila r  to  th e  Cedarcrest-Southm oor Club and th e  Goodwood 
Homesites A sso c ia tio n , and th e re fo re  w i l l  no t be p re se n te d .
CHAPTER V
CLUBS FINANCED BY THE SALE OF CERTIFICATES TO MEMBERS
This ca tegory  in c lu d es  clubs which s e l l  membership c e r t i f i c a t e s  
to  th e  members. The main c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  t h i s  category  i s  th a t  th e  
new member pays a sum o f  money to  become a member and a lso  pays 
monthly dues. The c e r t i f i c a t e  which th e  member ho lds i s  no t nego­
t i a b l e  and does no t re p re se n t eq u itab le  stock  in  th e  f a c i l i t y .  The 
c e r t i f i c a t e  h o ld e r has a  vo ice  in  the  a f f a i r s  o f th e  c lu b , as do 
sto ck h o ld e rs  o f  o th e r  c lubs and, in  most c a se s , th e  c o s t o f th e  
c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  refunded to  th e  member upon h is  w ithdraw al from th e  
c lu b .
The w r i te r  found th re e  n o n -p ro fit  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
which a re  financed  by th e  sale- o f c e r t i f i c a t e s  to  th e  members.
They a re :  ( l )  The Acadian Club; (2) The Broadmoor Pool; and (3) The 
Aquatic Club o f  Baton Rouge. As each of th ese  c lubs i s  p resen ted  in  
t h i s  c h a p te r , some o f t h e i r  unique fe a tu re s  w i l l  be d iscu ssed  in  an 
e f f o r t  to  show th e  v a r ie ty  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  which were found o p e ra t­
ing w ith in  t h i s  same b a s ic  f in a n c ia l  s t ru c tu re .
I .  THE ACADIAN CLUB
The Acadian Club i s  a p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f it ,  r e c r e a t io n a l ,  
s o c ia l ,  and ed u ca tio n a l club lo ca ted  a t  9&37 Je ffe rso n  Highway,
Baton Rouge, L ou isiana . The f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  Acadian Club inc lude
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a  swimming poo l and b a th  house, a d iv ing  poo l, a  sm all gymnasium, 
and a  tw o -s to ry  c lub  house. O ther f a c i l i t i e s  such as two te n n is  
c o u r ts ,  a  b a s k e tb a ll  c o u r t ,  a m in ia tu re  g o lf  cou rse , a v o lle y b a ll  
c o u r t ,  and a  s o f tb a l l  f i e l d  a re  lo c a te d  on th e  e ig h t-a c re  t r a c t  of 
land  o f  th e  Acadian Club. These f a c i l i t i e s  a re  l ig h te d  f o r  n ig h t 
u se .
The Acadian Club has approxim ately one thousand members. 
Membership i s  l im ite d  to  h igh school s tu d en ts  in  th e  n in th  through 
th e  tw e lf th  grades from se le c te d  high schools o f Baton Rouge. The 
schoo ls from which th e se  members come a re  l i s t e d  in  t h i s  ch ap te r.
This i s  th e  on ly  club found in  th e  in v e s tig a tio n  which l im i ts  
membership e x c lu s iv e ly  to  high school s tu d e n ts . This i s  probably  
i t s  most unique f e a tu re .  Another way th a t  th e  Acadian Club d i f f e r s  
from o th e r  c lubs o f t h i s  catego ry  i s  in  i t s  program co n ten t.. More 
emphasis i s  p laced  on classroom  in s tru c t io n  and o th e r  ed u ca tio n a l 
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  Acadian Club th an  in  any o th e r  club in  t h i s  study .
The Acadian Club has a  club house equipped fo r  d in in g , 
dancing , and o th e r  s o c ia l  fu n c tio n s , whereas th e  o th e r  two f a c i l i t i e s  
o f t h i s  ca teg o ry  c o n s is t  p r im a r ily  of swimming and d ress in g  f a c i l i ­
t i e s .  The g re a te r  number o f f a c i l i t i e s  and th e  la rg e r  s t a f f  o f th e  
Acadian Club account fo r  th e  more v a ried  program which i t  o f f e r s .
The E stab lishm en t o f th e  Acadian C lub.
The Acadian Club had i t s  in cep tio n  in  1955 when Mrs. Homer 
Tanner, who was fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  success of th e  V alencia Club fo r
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te e n -a g e rs  in  New O rleans, in v ite d  a sm all group o f p a re n ts  to  meet 
w ith  her to  d isc u ss  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f prov id ing  a s im ila r  f a c i l i t y  
f o r  members o f th e  high school s e t  in  Baton Rouge.
Mrs. Tanner s ta te d  th a t  h e r daughter, a high school s e n io r , 
made demands f o r  s o c ia l  and re c re a t io n a l  experiences which could no t 
be s a t i s f ie d  adequate ly  by th e  re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  which were 
a v a ila b le  to  h e r . I t  was Mrs. T anner's  opinion th a t  a p r iv a te  club 
such as th e  type  she proposed could provide a  more wholesome and 
d e s ira b le  progran  o f  r e c re a t io n a l  and educa tiona l a c t i v i t i e s  than  
th a t  which was being  o ffe re d  by o th e r  re c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f 
Baton Rouge.
On August 7 , 1956, a f t e r  a  y ear o f  planning m eetings and 
sp e c ia l  s e s s io n s , a  C harte r o f C orporation was drawn in  th e  name o f 
The Acadian Club. As s ta te d  in  th e  A rtic le s  o f I n c o r p o r a t i o n , t h e  
purposes o f  th e  club were: ( l )  to  provide wholesome re c re a t io n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  g i r l s  and boys throughout th e  Baton 
Rouge a re a  and p a r t i c u la r ly  th o se  who a tten d  high school; (2) to  
o p e ra te  one o r more such c iv ic  e n te rp r is e s  to  a ffo rd  sp e c ia l educa­
t io n a l  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  such boys and g i r l s ;  and (3) to  do w hatever 
in  th e  judgment o f th e  Board o f T rustees might be considered  n ecessa ry  
o r  d e s ira b le  f o r  th e  accomplishment o f th e  o b je c tiv e s  and purposes o f 
th e  o rg a n iz a tio n .
^L ouisiana, Department o f S ta te . A r t ic le s  o f In co rp o ra tio n  of 
The Acadian Club (Baton Rouge, L ou isiana: August, 1956), A r t ic le  I I .
The s e le c tio n  o f th e  i n i t i a l  membership follow ed a p lan  
d ire c te d  by th e  fo llow ing  s t ip u la t io n s :
1. 'The membership fo r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r was s e t  a t  f iv e  hundred
even though by c h a r te r  they  were allowed seven hundred 
f i f t y  members.
2. The four grades (nine through twelve) were each apportion­
ed an e q u ita b le  number o f memberships o f t h i s  f iv e  
hundred.
3 . Memberships were a lso  apportioned  among th e  various
schools so as to  prov ide fo r  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  memberships' 
r e l a t iv e  to  th e  enro llm ent o f  th e  schools.
, 4* S tudent members c o n s is te d  of those  s tu d en ts  in  the  n in th  
through th e  tw e lf th  grades In th e  fo llow ing schools:
Baton Rouge High School, S t .  Jo seph 's  Academy, U n ivers ity  
High School, C a tho lic  High School, W estdale J r .  High 
School, Baton Rouge Ju n io r High School, and Glasgow Ju n io r 
High School. In  1958 Lee Ju n io r and Senior High and 
S t .  Jo sep h 's  P a ro ch ia l School were adm itted to  t h i s  group; 
in  1963} Woodlawn was adm itted .
In com pliance w ith  th e se  requ irem en ts , the  homeroom m others o f 
each e l ig ib le  grade o f th e  v a rio u s  schools were assigned  a quota of 
p a re n ts , whom th ey  were in s tru c te d  to  co n tac t fo r  th e  purpose o f 
in v it in g  them to  become members o f th e  Acadian Club. Homeroom mothers 
were in s tru c te d  to  approach on ly  th e  p a ren ts  whom they  f e l t  would be 
in te r e s te d  and could  f in a n c ia l ly  a ffo rd  t h i s  type o f p r iv a te  re c re a ­
t io n a l  program f o r  t h e i r  c h ild re n .
A ll p a re n ts  who were co n tac ted  through t h i s  medium were 
in v ite d  to  a tten d  a m eeting a t  which time p lan s  fo r  th e  club were 
d iscussed  in  d e ta i l .  In a d d itio n  to  th e  lo c a l  people who were 
a c tu a l ly  engaged in  prom oting th e  youth c lu b , th e  founder o f th e  
V alencia Club o f New O rleans was a lso  p r e s e n t .a t  t h i s  m eeting, 
a ssu rin g  lo c a l  people o f th e  b e n e f i ts  and soundness o f th e  proposed 
youth c lub .
S h o rtly  a f t e r  t h i s  m eeting , each person who a ttended  was sen t 
a d e sc r ip tio n  o f th e  f a c i l i t y  which had been purchased to  become th e  
Acadian Club. They were a lso  in s tru c te d  to  submit $135*00 fo r  a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  o f membership w ith in  a given tim e o r  f o r f e i t  t h i s  oppor­
tu n ity ' to  someone e ls e  d e s ir in g  to  become a member. Thus, th e  i n i t i a l  
•membership was se le c te d .
D escrip tion  o f th e  O rig inal. F a c i l i t i e s
In September o f 1956, th e  Acadian Club group purchased th e  
Je ffe rso n  Country Club p ro p e rty  lo ca te d  on th e  Je ffe rso n  Highway 
about lg  m iles south o f  th e  Baton Rouge Country Club. The purchase 
p r ic e  was rep o rte d  a t  $65,000.00 . The p ro p erty  co n sis ted  o f a two- 
s to ry  clubhouse, swimming pool and e ig h t a c re s  o f  lan d .
■ The main h a l l  o f  th e  clubhouse was th e  only  b rick  a d d itio n  
to  th e  o r ig in a l  wood frame M clnnis home a t  th e  tim e o f i t s  purchase 
fo r  use as The Acadian Club. The h a l l  was approxim ately f i f t y  f e e t  
by f i f t y  f e e t  and had a  hardwood f lo o r .  This a d d itio n  en larged  what had 
o r ig in a l ly  been th e  l iv in g  room o f th e  o ld  home and made use o f  th e  
o r ig in a l  s ta ir c a s e  as th e  main passage to  th e  second f lo o r .
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The clubhouse con ta ined  an apartm ent lo c a te d  on th e  second 
f lo o r .  This apartm ent was made up o f  a k itc h e n  and d in ing  room, a 
l iv in g  room, a bathroom and a la rg e  bedroom. The o r ig in a l  p lan  f o r  
t h i s  apartm ent was fo r  i t  to  house th e  a s s i s ta n t  d i r e c to r ,  whose 
residence  on th e  grounds would a ssu re  s e c u r i ty  a g a in s t vandals, and 
provide f u l l - t im e  su p e rv is io n  o f th e  club p rem ises.
The Snack Bar was lo c a te d  on th e  main f lo o r  opening in to  th e  
main h a l l  a t  one s id e . Tables and c h a irs  f o r  d in in g  were a v a ila b le  
in  a sm all a re a  n ear th e  Snack Bar. The Snack Bar included a soda 
fo u n ta in  u n i t ,  and ice  cream f re e z e r  u n i t s .  In  a d d itio n  to  th e se  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  th e  Snack B ar, th e re  was a la rg e  k itch en  to  th e  r e a r  
o f th e  b u ild in g  equipped w ith  a stove  and g r i l l  s u f f ic ie n t  to  p repare  
la rg e  amounts o f ' food.-
S ix  la rg e  rooms were a v a ila b le  fo r  in s t r u c t io n a l  purposes— 
fo u r on th e  second f lo o r  and two on th e  f i r s t  f lo o r .  One o f th ese  
rooms on th e  second f lo o r  was used as a  pool room, and ano ther room 
was equipped w ith  a  te le v i s io n  s e t ,  a p ian o , and lounging fu rn i tu re  
fo r  th e  members' u se . ' One o f th e  rooms on th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  was used 
as a w e ig h tl i f t in g  room. The o th e r  th re e  rooms were a v a ila b le  fo r  
in s t ru c t io n a l  purposes and o th e r  fu n c tio n s  such as showing movies.
A sm all room about te n  f e e t  by tw elve f e e t  was used as an 
o f f ic e .  This room was lo c a te d  on th e  main f lo o r  and opened in to  the  
main h a l l  n e a r th e  s id e  en trance  o f th e  b u ild in g .
There were th re e  r e s t  rooms lo ca te d  in  th e  clubhouse—one on 
th e  bottom  f lo o r  fo r  employees o f th e  c lu b , and a m en's room and a
room used by th e  la d ie s  as a r e s t  room, which a lso  provided lounging 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  were lo c a te d  on th e  second f lo o r .
The c lu b 's  swimming pool was t h i r t y  f e e t  by s ix ty  f e e t ,  ranging 
in  depth from th re e  f e e t  a t  one end to  n ine  f e e t  a t  th e  f a r  end.
There was a one-m eter d iv ing  board lo c a te d  a t  th e  deep end and a 
wading pool lo c a te d  n ear th e  shallow  end which m easures approxim ately 
t h i r t y  f e e t  by f i f t e e n  f e e t .  The p o o ls  were e n c irc le d  by a cement ' 
apron about te n  f e e t  wide and enclosed  by a chain l in k  fen ce . The 
b a th  house contained  r e s t  room f a c i l i t i e s ,  showers, d re ss in g  rooms 
and lo ck e rs  fo r  both boys and g i r l s .  Changes were subsequently  
made in  th e  above-described f a c i l i t i e s  and a re  l i s t e d  in  th e  se c tio n  
fo llow ing  th e  program o f a c t i v i t i e s .
The club began i t s  f i r s t  program w ith  a barbecue p i t  and p icn ic  
a re a , two p ianos , a te le v is io n  s e t ,  two p ing  pong ta b le s  and equip­
m ent, a  pool ta b le  and equipm ent, w eigh ts and b a rb e l ls ,  a  jukebox 
and re c o rd s , tum bling m ats, a rch ery  equipm ent, one bowling game, 
and o th e r  games such as b a s k e tb a ll ,  v o l le y b a l l ,  s o f tb a l l ,  and ca rd s .
The O rgan iza tion  o f th e  Acadian Club
The Acadian Club, l ik e  any o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  which i s  s e t  up 
to  be re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  m a jo rity  o f th e  members, p laces  th e  
v o tin g  members in  top  p o s it io n  of i t s  o rg a n iz a tio n a l p a t te rn .  This 
co rp o ra tio n  has a t o t a l  number o f seven hundred f i f t y  vo ting  members. 
Both husband and w ife o f a fam ily  a re  considered  members, however, 
in d iv id u a lly  o r to g e th e r  th ey  can c a s t  on ly  one vote and thus a re  
considered  to g e th e r , one member.
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The voting  members have th e  a u th o r i ty  to  e le c t  th e  Board of 
T rustees a t  t h e i r  annual m eeting, s e l l ,  l e a s e ,  m ortgage, exchange 
c lub  p ro p erty  and tra n sm it o th e r  c lub  b u s in e ss . The Board of 
T rustees c o n s is ts  o f e leven  p a ren t members o f th e  co rp o ra tio n  who 
a re  e le c te d  a t  th e  annual m eeting by th e  v o tin g  members, f iv e  of 
whom a re  e le c ted  from among th e  e x is tin g  Board o f T rustees and the  
rem aining s ix  are  e le c te d  from th e  v o tin g  members. At l e a s t  f iv e  
o f th e  Board members must be men and s ix  must be women, and they  are  
e le c te d  fo r  a period  o f one y e a r .
The Board o f T rustees has th e  power to  f i x  and d e fin e  th e  
d u tie s  o f th e  se v e ra l o f f i c e r s ,  and to  make, e s ta b l is h ,  and to  
a l t e r  and amend a l l  by-law s, ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  necessary  and 
p roper fo r  th e  support and management o f th e  b u sin ess  and a f f a i r s  o f 
th e  co rp o ra tio n , and fo r  th e  re g u la tio n  o f  th e  conduct o f  th e  members 
and to  provide p e n a l t ie s  by f in e ,  suspension  and expu lsion  o r 
o th erw ise , o r any o f them fo r  th e  v io la t in g  o f sa id  law s, ru le s  and 
re g u la tio n s , and to  e s ta b l is h  re g u la tio n s  governing th e  e le c t io n  of 
members, and th e  t r a n s f e r  o f s tock .
One o f the  f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  success o f th e  Acadian 
Club i s  th e  philosophy o f th e  r e la t io n s h ip  of th e  p a re n ts  to  th e  
c lub . Although th e  p a re n ts  a re  no t allow ed to  v i s i t  th e  club except 
when in v ite d  fo r  sp e c ia l  occasions, th ey  a re  expected to  make p e rso n al 
c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f t h e i r  tim e and en erg ies  to  promote th e  success o f the  
v a rio u s  fu n c tio n s  o f th e  c lu b . P aren ts  make t h e i r  c o n tr ib u tio n s  by 
serv ing  on various committees s e t  up by th e  Board o f T ru s tee s .
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A member who i s  an eng ineer o r  an a r c h i te c t  i s  u su a lly  
appoin ted  as chairman o f the  B uild ing  and Grounds Committee. This 
group i s  re sp o n sib le  fo r  drawing p la n s , secu ring  b id s ,  and su p e rv is­
ing  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a l l  b u ild in g s  and improvements o f  th e  c lub .
The committee i s  a lso  responsib le  f o r  p lann ing  and su p e rv isin g  th e  
landscap ing  o f th e  club grounds.
The House Committee i s  a  sub-committee o f  th e  B uild ing  and 
Grounds Committee. This committee i s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  s e le c tin g  
c u r ta in s ,  f u r n i tu r e ,  p a in t co lo rs  and d e co ra tio n s  which w i l l  make 
th e  c lub  appealing  to  th e  members. They in sp e c t th e  c lub  p e r io d ic a l ly  
to  in su re  th a t  broken o r u n s ig h tly  fu rn i tu re  i s  rep laced  by new 
a t t r a c t iv e  fu rn i tu r e .
The Chaperone Committee g ives th e  p a re n ts  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
o f chaperoning th e  various n ig h t fu n c tio n s  th roughou t th e  y e a r . Each 
p a re n t i s  expected to  chaperone a t  l e a s t  one c lub  a c t iv i t y  p e r  y e a r .
. The C le r ic a l  Committee r e c r u i t s  and schedu les m others fo r  
v o lu n te e r  o f f ic e  work each weekday morning o f th e  summer. These 
m others h e lp  w ith whatever c l e r i c a l  and o f f ic e  work needs to  be done.
The Finance Committee i s  composed o f th e  P re s id e n t and 
T reasu re r o f th e  Board o f 'T rustees, and th e  bookkeeper. The members 
a re  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  s e t t in g  up th e  budget fo r  each y e a r . The committee 
meets w ith  th e  club d ire c to r  and th e  budget f o r  th e  approaching y ear 
i s  s e t  up and p resen ted  to  th e  Board of T ru stees f o r  t h e i r  app rova l.
The H o s p ita li ty  Committee has th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  c o n ta c t­
in g , r e c r u i t in g ,  and scheduling  m others to  serve  as h o s te sse s  fo r
61
suppers, co ffee  p a r t i e s ,  and o th e r  sp e c ia l  occasions throughout th e  
y e a r .
The Telephone D irec to ry  Committee keeps an u p -to -d a te  l i s t  
o f  a l l  th e  members o f th e  c lu b . Each member i s  con tac ted  b efo re  
th e  d ire c to ry  i s  pub lished  to  assu re  th a t  a l l  in fo rm ation  included 
about th e  member i s  a c c u ra te .
The Program Committee works co o p e ra tiv e ly  w ith  th e  d ir e c to r  
in  p lann ing  th e  program. The committee a s s i s t s  by r e c r u i t in g  o th e r  
p a re n ts  to  in s t ru c t  c la s s e s  such as b r id g e , sewing, and k n i t t in g  
c la s s e s .
The P ublic  R e la tio n s  Committee i s  re sp o n sib le  fo r  promoting 
p u b lic  r e la t io n s  fo r  th e  c lu b . They send p ic tu re s  to  th e  p ap er, 
subm it a r t i c l e s  o f in te r e s t  about th e  c lub  to  th e  papers and keep 
a scrapbook on a r t i c l e s  appearing in  th e  paper about th e  c lub .
The Board o f T rustees appo in ts a Chairman o f th e  Membership 
Committee. . The Chairman has th e  a u th o r i ty  to  name th e  committee 
composed o f  f iv e  m others from th e  schools from which th e  club draws 
i t s  membership. This committee i s  appoin ted  an n u a lly .
The Membership Committee f ix e s  a p e riod  each y e a r during  which 
a p p lic a tio n s  o f p ro sp ec tiv e  members may be subm itted  and determ ines 
th e  number o f vacancies fo r  each schoo l. Vacancies a re  apportioned  
among th e  v a rio u s  schools so as to  provide fo r  an e q u ita b le  d i s t r ib u ­
t io n  o f membership. S p e c ia l p ro v is io n s  fo r  p a re n ts  o f  s tu d e n ts  away 
a t  school a re  made by th e  Board o f T ru s tee s . Such members a re  no t 
charged to . any p a r t i c u la r  schoo l, and a lthough such members must own
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a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f membership, th ey  may be excused from th e  payment 
o f dues and fe e s  during  such tim e as t h e i r  c h ild re n  a re  away a t '  
school and on ly  pay dues and fe e s  during  th e  summer months w hile  
th ey  a re  a t  home.
The recommendations o f mothers from a p a r t i c u la r  school as 
to  who would be good club members a re  given g re a t w eigh t. I f  th e re  
i s  a d iv is io n  among th e  mothers from a p a r t i c u la r  school upon an 
a p p lic a t io n , th e  vote of th e  Membership Committee as a  whole i s  
tak en  to  determ ine whether o r no t th e  a p p lic a tio n  should be approved 
o r  r e je c te d .
The Membership Committee e s ta b lis h e s  ru le s  and procedures 
f o r  th e  p ro cess in g  o f a p p lic a tio n s  so as to  ex p ed ite  th e  handling  
o f  a p p lic a tio n s  and to  keep th e  proceedings as s e c re t  as a t  a l l  
p o s s ib le .
The Board o f T rustees has a u th o r ity  to  employ a D irec to r fo r  
th e  c o rp o ra tio n , whose duty i t  i s  to  a s s i s t  th e  P re s id e n t and th e  
Board o f T ru stees  in  e x e rc is in g  g en era l su p e rv is io n  over th e  e n t i r e  
o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  co rp o ra tio n . Subject to  th e  app roval o f th e  Board 
o f  T ru s tee s , such D irec to r employs a l l  o th e r  employees and se rv an ts  
n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f th e  c lub . Furtherm ore, he o r  she 
purchases su p p lie s  au tho rized  by th e  Board th a t  a re  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  
su c c e ss fu l o p e ra tio n  of th e  c lub  and, in  g e n e ra l, perform s a l l  such 
d u t ie s  and e x e rc is e s  a l l  such a u th o r i ty  as th e  P re s id e n t and th e  
Board o f  T ru stees  d i r e c t .  His o r h e r  compensation i s  f ix e d  by th e  
Board o f  T ru s te e s , and he o r she may be removed a t  i t s  p le a su re .
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The Board o f Governors i s  composed o f  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  from 
each e l ig ib le  grade le v e l  o f  each school from -which th e  c lub  adm its 
members. These members e le c t  o f f i c e r s ,  appoin t com m ittees, and work 
c o o p e ra tiv e ly  w ith  th e  d i r e c to r  in  handling  v a rio u s  a f f a i r s  and 
fu n c tio n s  o f th e  c lub .
The A dm in istra tion  o f th e  Acadian Club
A ll records o f income and o th e r  bookkeeping fo r  th e  Acadian 
Club a re  handled by a  p a id  p u b lic  accoun tan t. Incoming monies a re  
d eriv ed  from se v e ra l sou rces. The m ajor ones included  in  th e  
budget which was p ro je c te d  fo r  th e  p e riod  December 1 , 1962 through 
November 30 , 1963 a re :
Membership dues $47,738.04
Guest fee s 3,419*50
F o o tb a ll t i c k e t s ,  dance and t ra n s p o r ta t io n 3 ,636 .00
Charm Course 132.00
D river Education 745*00
Sewing 92.00
Art and Sketching 24.00
Swimming 2 , 430.00
Tennis 180.00
Typing _ 33.7^0 
$58,734.04
Premiums on membership c a n c e lla tio n s 6 .160.00
T o ta l Income $64,694*04
With th e  excep tion  o f a few sm all inexpensive item s th a t  a re  
purchased by club personnel w ith guest fe e s ,  a l l  expend itu res are  
handled by th e  accoun tan t. Checks a re  made out in  payment o f item s 
charged, b i l l s  and s a la r ie s  by th e  accountant and a re  signed by th e  
P re s id e n t and th e  T reasu rer o f th e  Board o f T ru s te e s . The p ro je c te d  
expend itu res  fo r  th e  y e a r  December 1 , 1962 th rough  November 30 , 1963 a re :
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O rch estra s  fo r  dances $ 5 ,633.00
F o o tb a ll t i c k e t s 1 ,566.25
T ran sp o rta tio n  to  f o o tb a l l  games 1 ,350.00
Charm in s t ru c t io n  and su p p lie s 800.00
Program su p p lie s 2 ,369 .07
Watchman and policeman 1 ,208 .00
Bridge su p p lie s 28.99
R en ta l o f  sewing equipment 49. kb
A rt te a c h e r  and supp lies 219.94
Swimming: H eat, l ig h t  and w ater 1 ,156 .92
R epairs and maintenance 478.21
S a la r ie s 3 ,352 .00
P a y ro ll tax e s 195.26
S upplies 981.65
'Typing: R en ta l o f equipment 120.00
S a la r ie s 230.00
P a y ro ll tax e s 13.40
Tennis: S upplies 97.84
G eneral:
Bad checks 10.00
D eprec ia tion 8,595.00
D river Education expense 710.00
H eat, l ig h t s  and w ater 4 ,200 .21
Insurance 1 ,452 .00
J a n i to r i a l  su p p lies 518.36
Laundry 254.53
L icense and taxes 245.40
Maintenance and re p a ir s 2 ,275 .76
M iscellaneous 98.76
P ro fe ss io n a l se rv ice 2 ,220 .00
S a la r ie s 19,937.50
P a y ro ll  tax e s 1 ,021 .67
P o stag e , s ta t io n e ry , and o f f ic e  su p p lie s 1 ,695 .92
Telephone and te leg ra p h 587.33
T o ta l expenses $63,672.41
T o ta l income 64,894.04
Net Income $ 1,221.63
The Program o f A c t iv i t ie s
Since th e  Acadian Club draws i t s  e n t i r e  membership from 
c e r ta in  h igh  schools o f Baton Rouge, th e  c lub  program i s  d i r e c t ly  
in flu en ced  by th e  sch o o ls ' schedu les. The p lann ing  o f th e  program
i s  done by the  club d ir e c to r  w ith  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  s tu d e n t o f f ic e r s  
o f  th e  c lub  and w ith  th e  approval o f th e  Board o f T ru s te e s . Although 
t h i s  i s  a coopera tive  p ro cess , th e  d i r e c to r  bears  th e  f u l l  respon­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  p lann ing  a program which w i l l  be in  harmony w ith  th e  
o b je c tiv e s  and purposes o f th e  c lub .
The o v e r - a l l  program o f th e  Acadian Club can be d iv id ed  in to  
two m ajor p a r t s —t-he summer program and th e  school y e a r program 
and i s  p resen ted  h ere  in  th a t  o rd e r.
During th e  summer when club members a re  out o f sch o o l, th e  
club  program i s  a t  i t s  peak. The c lub  i s  open s ix ty -o n e  hours a 
week and o f f e r s  a program of a c t i v i t i e s  each day o f th e  week. The 
summer program can .be d iv ided  in to  fo u r groups: ( l )  th e  in s t r u c t io n a l
program; (2) th e  planned program; (3) th e  impromptu program; and 
(4) in d iv id u a l v o lu n ta ry  program.
The in s t ru c t io n a l  program c o n s is ts  o f th o se  courses in  which 
th e  members re c e iv e  ed u ca tio n a l in s tru c t io n  a t  a  s p e c i f ic a l ly  
scheduled tim e by an in s t r u c to r  assigned  to  th a t  p a r t i c u la r  c la s s .
This phase of th e  program includes in s tru c t io n  in  b rid g e , synchronized 
swimming, swimming and d iv in g , tum bling, gym nastics and adagio 
dancing , fen c in g , sewing, typ ing  and shorthand , speed re a d in g , d r iv e r  
e d u ca tio n , te n n is ,  d ram atic s , a r t s  and c r a f t s ,  w e ig h tl i f t in g  and 
body development f o r  boys, charm and body development fo r  g i r l s ,  
a rc h e ry , and k n i t t in g .
The planned program in c lu d es those  a c t i v i t i e s  which a re  planned 
in  advance, and members a re  n o t i f ie d  as to  th e  tim e and p la c e  o f t h e i r
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occu rrence . Members a re  in v ite d  to  a tte n d  e i th e r  as p a r t ic ip a n ts  
or. s p e c ta to r s .  Some o f th e se  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  dances, b ridge  to u rn a ­
m ents, p ing  pong tournam ents, pool tournam ents, skeet shoo ting  
p ra c t ic e  and tournam ents, swimming and d iv ing  m eets, v o l le y b a l l  
games, b a sk e tb a ll  games, s o f tb a l l  and b a se b a ll  games, c o ffe e s , 
te a s  and s ty le  shows, bingo games, p la y s , s tu n ts  o r  s k i t  n ig h ts ,  
t a l e n t  shows and v a r ie ty  shows, w ater shows and c a rn iv a ls , suppers, 
barbecues, p ic n ic s ,  p a r t i e s ,  dem onstra tions, speakers and fo re ig n  
v i s i t o r s ,  t r i p s  and ex cu rsio n s, m in ia tu re  g o lf  tournam ents, and 
com petitive  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a in s t o th e r  team s.
The a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  impromptu program a re  spontaneously  
organized  by s t a f f  members o f  th e  c lub . W ithout any p re lim in a ry  
p la n s , s t a f f  members add to  th e  program by encouraging and lea d in g  
members in  th e  fo llow ing a c t i v i t i e s :  card  games, p ing pong games 
and tournam ents, tum bling, s tu n ts ,  v o l le y b a l l ,  s o f tb a l l ,  b a s k e tb a ll ,  
touch f o o tb a l l ,  games o f low o rg a n iz a tio n , w ater b a s k e tb a ll ,  song 
s e s s io n s , sh u ffleb o a rd , m in ia tu re  g o lf ,  te n n is  tournam ents, and 
badminton tournam ents.
The in d iv id u a l v o lu n ta ry  program a c t i v i t i e s  a re  th o se  in  
which th e  in d iv id u a l members tak e  p a r t  v o lu n ta r i ly  w ithout any 
e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  club s t a f f .  Some of th e se  a c t i v i t i e s  
a re :  card  p la y in g , b i l l i a r d s ,  p ing  pong, checkers and c h ess , 
w atching te le v i s io n ,  l i s te n in g  to  rec o rd s , rea d in g , swimming, te n n is ,  
b a s k e tb a ll  games, touch fo o tb a l l  games, weight l i f t i n g  and body 
developm ent, w ater ta g  and w ater b a s k e tb a ll ,  song se ss io n s  and p lay in g
th e  piano and u k e le le s , k i te  f ly in g , b icy c le  r id in g ,  sk a tin g , loung­
in g , s o c ia l iz in g ,  badminton, and puzzle b u ild in g .
During th e  school y e a r the  club hours a re  c o n sid erab ly  few er 
th an  th e  summer hou rs. The club i s  c losed  on Monday and i s  open a 
t o t a l  o f  th ir ty - tw o  hours on th e  o th e r  s ix  days o f th e  week. The 
schoo l y e a r program can be d iv ided  in to  th e  fo llow ing  groups: ( l )  
a f te r - s c h o o l  a c t iv i t y ;  (2) F riday  n ig h t p a r t i e s ;  (3) S aturday  
program ; and (4) Sunday program.
A fte r-sch o o l a c t iv i t y  i s  scheduled on school days from 3:30  
to  6 :00 p.m. during  which tim e th e  fo llow ing  program o f  a c t i v i t i e s  
i s  o ffe re d  to  th e  members: te n n is  in s t ru c t io n  and p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  
w eight l i f t i n g  in s t ru c t io n  and p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  tum bling and gym nastics 
in s t r u c t io n  and p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  ping pong, b i l l i a r d s ,  touch  f o o tb a l l ,  
b a s k e tb a l l ,  c a rd s , te le v is io n  and rec o rd s , and sk ee t sh o o tin g .
On F riday  n ig h ts ,  th e  club i s  open u n t i l  m idn igh t. The 
F rid ay  n ig h t program o f a c t iv i ty  in c lu d es such a c t i v i t i e s  as 
dem onstra tions, fo re ig n  v i s i t o r s ,  v a r ie ty  and t a l e n t  shows, reco rd  
hops, games o f low o rg a n iz a tio n , tournam ents in  p o o l, p ing  pong, 
chess and checkers, m ovies, b o n fire s  and marshmallow r o a s t s ,  sk a tin g  
p a r t i e s ,  t e le v is io n  and re c o rd s , tum bling and s tu n ts ,  v o l le y b a l l  and 
s o f t b a l l ,  touch f o o tb a l l ,  and bingo games.
The program for  Saturday afternoon c o n s is ts  o f b a s ic a lly  the  
same a c t iv i t ie s  engaged in  the r e st o f the week w ith the add ition  o f  
a dance on Saturday night from eight o ’clock to  tw elve o ’c lock .
These dances are scheduled every Saturday n ight o f the year except
on Saturday n ig h ts  when th e ’ L.S.U.- T igers p lay  a  home game. On 
fo o tb a l l  n ig h ts , th e  Acadian Club s t a f f  su p e rv ises  th e  t r a n s p o r ta tio n  
and conduct o f members who a tte n d  th e  L.S.U . home games as a  group, 
occupying a block o f th re e  hundred s e a ts  purchased in  th e  name of 
th e  Acadian Club.
On Sunday a fte rnoons th e  c lub  i s  open from one o 'c lo c k  to  
s ix  o 'c lo c k . A c t iv i t ie s  which a re  popu lar on Sunday a fte rn o o n s 
a re  b i l l i a r d s ,  card  p lay in g , p ing pong, checkers and ch ess , te le v is io n  
v iew ing, l i s te n in g  to  rec o rd s , read in g , skeet sh o o tin g , touch  fo o tb a l l ,  
w eight l i f t i n g  and body development, k i t e  f ly in g ,  b ic y c le  r id in g ,  
m ovies, lounging, sun b a th in g , s o c ia l iz in g ,  puzzle  b u ild in g , and 
badm inton.
D esc rip tio n  o f P resen t F a c i l i t i e s
Since th e  purchase o f th e  Acadian Club in  1956, th e  ap p ra ised  
va lue  o f th e  club has been doubled and a l l  m ortgages have been 
c le a re d . Some of th e  a d d itio n s  and improvements which have caused 
th e  in c re ase  in  ev a lu a tio n  a re :
1 . Swimming pool enlargem ent. In  1951 th e  se c tio n  o f apron
which e x is te d  between th e  swimming poo l and th e  wading 
pool was removed and th e  wading poo l was made deeper.
This formed one la rg e  swimming pool which measured about 
n in e ty  by t h i r t y  f e e t ;
2 . Bath house improvements. In  I960 th e  o r ig in a l  ba th  house
was com pletely remodeled and some new f a c i l i t i e s  were
added. A soreened porch which o r ig in a l ly  had extended 
acro ss  th e  f ro n t  of th e  ba th  house was enclosed  fo r  use 
as a lo ck e r room w ith  se rv ic e  window opening to  both 
boys1 and g i r l s ’ d ress in g  rooms.
Diving p oo l. In  I960 a d iv ing  poo l m easuring t h i r t y - f iv e  
f e e t  by t h i r t y - f iv e  f e e t ' was added / a d ja ce n t to  th e  
e x is tin g  pool. This pool i s  th i r t e e n  f e e t  deep and cost 
approxim ately $15,000.00. I t  i s  equipped w ith  a th r e e -  
m eter board and a one-m eter board .
The Snack Bar. A side  porch and c a rp o rt a re a  n e a r th e  
pool was b rick ed  in  to  form a new modem snack b a r and 
g r i l l  and d in ing  a re a . The o ld  snack b a r was converted 
in to  an a c t iv i t y  o f f ic e  and s to rag e  c lo s e ts  fo r  equipment. 
The o ld  k itc h en  was converted  in to  a classroom  fo r  a r t s  
and c r a f t s .
Weight room—gym. In 1961, an a ir -c o n d it io n e d  b r ic k  
b u ild in g  was co n stru c ted  in  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  c lu b . This 
b u ild in g  was designed  to  be used as a  w eight l i f t i n g  and 
a c t iv i ty  room. The b u ild in g  m easures 32 f e e t  by 36 f e e t  
and co st approxim ately  $8 ,000 .00 . The room which had 
p rev io u s ly  served as a  w eight room i s  used f o r  s to ra g e .
Hard su rface  p lay  a re a . A hard  su rface  p lay  a re a  was 
added to  th e  c lub  f a c i l i t i e s .  T his cement a re a  i s  la rg e  
enough to  include two te n n is  c o u rts  surrounded by te n  
f e e t  o f e x tra  cemented a re a . T his a re a  i s  a lso  equipped
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f o r  use as b a sk e tb a ll  and v o lle y b a l l  c o u r ts .  I t  i s 'w e l l  
l ig h te d  and enclosed by a tw elve fo o t chain  l in k  fence 
on th re e  s id e s .
7. M in iatu re  g o lf  course . An e igh teen  ho le  m in ia tu re  g o lf
course  was co nstruc ted  a t th e  s id e  o f th e  c lu b . The 
course i s  comprised o f a fen ced -in  a re a  m easuring about 
sev en ty -f iv e  f e e t  by one hundred f i f t y  f e e t .
8 . Parking l o t .  A w e ll l ig h te d ,  h a rd -su rfac ed  park ing  a re a
was constructed  a t  th e  f ro n t o f th e  c lu b . This a re a  i s  
s u f f ic ie n t  to  park  over 100 cars  and c o s t approxim ately 
$3 ,000 .00 .
9. P a tio . A covered p a tio  was co n stru c ted  between th e
swimming pool and th e  snack bar over an a re a  o f approx­
im ate ly  1200 f e e t .  This was l a t e r  covered by an aluminum 
awning a t  a  cost o f $2,000.00.
10. Remodeling. Besides th e  rem odeling o f many o f  th e  rooms
in  th e  club house, a covered walk from th e  park ing  a re a  
to  th e  club house en trance  and a>" g r i lle d  b r ic k  w a ll was 
co n stru c ted  to  rem odel the  f ro n t  o f  th e  c lub  house.
11. L ighted  f i e ld .  One of th e  l a t e s t  p ro je c ts  which th e  club
has completed was t h a t  of i n s t a l l in g  l i g h t s  fo r  an 
o u ts id e  p lay ing  f i e l d .  By making use o f  some a lread y  
e x is tin g  po les  on th e  te n n is  c o u rts  and by adding some, 
l ig h t s  were e rec ted  g iv ing  l ig h t  on a p lay in g  f i e l d  near 
th e  te n n is  c o u rts . This l ig h te d  a re a  i s  used fo r
s o f tb a l l  and touch fo o tb a l l .
>
P lans fo r  Future Growth
The D irec to r o f th e  Acadian Club f e e ls  th a t  th e  program and
se rv ic e  o f th e  club can be increased  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  by th e  fu tu re
a d d itio n  o f th e  fo llow ing  two f a c i l i t i e s —an auditorium  and an
o p e n -a ir  gymnasium. The audito rium  i s  to  be an a ir -c o n d itio n e d
b u ild in g  w ith  a  s tag e  and se a tin g  cap a c ity  o f about two hundred.
'This a d d itio n  w i l l  enable th e  club to  develop a  la rg e  program of---
d ram a tic s , sponsor workshops and c l i n i c s ,  show m ovies, ho ld  g en e ra l 
m eetings, and many o th e r  club a c t i v i t i e s .  The o p e n -a ir  gymnasium 
would be a s tru c tu re  la rg e  enough to  inc lude  b a sk e tb a ll  and te n n is  
c o u r ts ,  high- enough- to  f a c i l i t a t e  having v o lle y b a l l  and tram p o lin - 
in g . I t  would be equipped w ith  b le a c h e rs , a  s o l id  b r ic k  w a ll fo r  
h an d b a ll and te n n is  v o lle y , and fo ld in g  s id e s  to  prov ide v e n t i la t io n .
Comments by Club D irec to r
In  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f th e  Acadian Club many o f th e  fre q u e n tly  
o ccu rrin g  problems which make demands on th e  tim e and e n erg ies  o f 
th e  s t a f f  a re  problems r e la te d  to  th e  p e rso n a l p ro p erty  o f th e  
members. There i s  a  g re a t need fo r  a la rg e  checkroom lo c a te d  a t  a 
p o in t convenient to  th e  g i r l s 1 room, th e  snack b a r ,  and th e  swimming 
p o o l. O ther problems which make demands on th e  tim e o f th e  s t a f f  
a re  r e la te d  to  th e  a ttendance  of g u ests  a t  th e  c lub .
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I I . THE BROADMOOR POOL
The Broadmoor Pool i s  a  p r iv a te ,  n o n -p ro f i t ,  neighborhood 
r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t y  lo c a te d  in  Broadmoor S ubd iv ision  o f Baton 
Rouge. In  c o n s is ts  o f a swimming p o o l, ba th  house, barbecue and 
p ic n ic  a re a , and playground f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  designed to  accommodate 
a membership r e s t r i c te d  to  tw enty-one fa m ilie s  from Broadmoor Subr  
d iv is io n .
The Broadmoor Pool d i f f e r s  from th e  Acadian Club and th e  
A quatic Club in  th e  fo llow ing  ways: ( l )  i t  has a  very  sm all membership 
compared w ith  th e  o th e r  two c lubs; (2) i t  i s  a  sm a lle r and le s s
expensive f a c i l i t y ;  (3) th e re  a re  no p a id  employees a t  th e  pool;
(4) th e  members are  assigned  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  which 
c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  m aintenance o f th e  f a c i l i t y ;  and (5) th e  only 
source o f income a t  th e  Broadmoor Pool i s  membership dues, whereas
th e  o th e r  two clubs o f t h i s  category  have o th e r  source's.
The Establishment of the Broadmoor Pool
The Broadmoor Pool idea  s ta r te d  on Ju ly  k,  1955* Mrs. H erbert 
Larson conceived th e  idea a f t e r  she and a group o f h e r f r ie n d s  had 
re p e a te d ly  d riven  to  Jackson, L ouisiana in  o rd e r  to  re n t  a  p lace  fo r  
t h e i r  p r iv a te  group p a r t i e s .  Most o f th e  members o f t h i s  group were 
employees o f th e  Humble O il and R efin ing  Company who l iv e d  in  
Broadmoor Subd iv ision .
On the Fourth o f Ju ly , at one o f - th e ir  annual g e t-to g e th ers , 
Mrs. Larson discussed her idea o f a p rivate  place in  Broadmoor which
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diving board. The pool and pool f a c i l i t i e s  are enclosed by a f iv e  
foo t chain lin k  fen ce. Near the sid e  of the pool there i s  a twenty 
fo o t by twelve foot cabana. The pool i s  ligh ted  overhead and 
underwater.
Since the members l iv e  in  the immediate neighborhood, most 
of them dress at home, however, redwood sh e lters  are a v a ila b le .
These sh e lters  con sist o f  a cement f lo o r  enclosed by redwood w alls 
with a top covering only that portion of the sh e lter  used-for  
storing  c lo th in g . The dressing rooms in the sh e lter  each contain 
one shower and.one t o i l e t ,  benches, ana a covered area to  hang 
c lo th es .
Included on the grounds o f the Broadmoor Pool are other 
recreation a l f a c i l i t i e s  such as bask etb a ll g o a ls , badminton standards 
and n et, te th er  b a i l ,  v o lle y b a ll standards and n e t , horseshoes, and 
barbecue and p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s .
The men members o f the group did as much o f the work as they  
were able to  and hired help only fo r  the work which required the 
use of large machinery, such as fo r  the excavation and construction  
o f the pool proper. The cement apron of the pool was poured by the 
members; the l ig h t s ,  bath house and cabana were erected by members. 
The f i l t e r  system was designed by a member who u t i l iz e d  discarded 
u n its  at a t o t a l  cost o f -'1140.00. The contractor's bid for  th is  item  
was $1,400.00. The cost o f the pool was $4*650.00.
In 1956, Herbert Larson issued  h is  personal note for  the sum 
o f $410.00 to each member of the group, and the e n tire  f a c i l i t y
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remained in h is  name. In 19&3, a charter of corporation was f i l e d  
with the sta te  department, and a l l  notes were cancelled  and returned 
to  Ilr. Larson. The corporation then became th e  owner o f  the f a c i l i t y  
and c e r t i f ic a te s  of membership were issued  as evidence o f membership.
Organization o f the Broadmoor Pool
This corporation was organized without c a p ita l stock and 
membership i s  evidenced by c e r t if ic a te  o f membership. The d irection  
and adm inistration of th is  • corporation i s  vested  in  a Board o f  
D irectors which co n sis ts  of the six teen  adult male members o f the  
club. They e le c t  a p resident, treasurer and secretary . The method 
of e le c t io n  of the o f f ic e r s ,  th e ir  q u a lif ic a t io n s , number, terms of  
o f f ic e ,  manner o f e le c t io n , th e ir  powers and d u tie s , the tim e, place  
and manner o f c a llin g , g iv in g  n otice  of and conducting d irec to rs '  
m eetings, and the number of d irectors which c o n stitu te  a quorum, are 
prescribed by the c lu b 's by-laws.-'
Administration o f the Broadmoor Fool
There are no paid employees of th is  corporation, th erefore a l l  
work must be performed by the members them selves. Rules and regu la-. 
t io n s  which were set up by the members sp e lled  out each member's 
r e s p o n s ib ilit ie s  to  the corporation. The su ccessfu l adm inistration  
of t h is  corporation depends on the member's w illin g n e ss  to  perform
"’ib id . ,  A rtic le  VIII.
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h is  assigned  d u tie s  to  th e  b e s t o f h is  a b i l i t y .  The member must be 
ab le  to  work co o p era tiv e ly  and harm oniously w ith  o th e r  members.
For t h e i r  f i r s t  y ear o f o p e ra tio n , the  group se t up a  schedule 
fo r  guest p r iv i le g e s ,  Aach member was assigned  a r o ta t in g  schedule 
o f days on which he was allowed to  b rin g  g u e s ts . A fte r th e  f i r s t  
y e a r , th e  group voted to  change t h i s  ru le  regard ing  guests '. Members 
were allow ed to  b ring  as many as te n  g u ests  a t  any tim e . Any group 
o f g u ests  la rg e r  than  te n  was considered  a p a r ty ,  and n o tic e  of 
t h i s  p a r ty  had to  be posted  on th e  b u l le t in  board a t  th e  pool th re e  
days p r io r  to  th e  date  of th e  p a r ty .  Aach member was assigned  a week 
o f th e  swimming season fo r  which he would be re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  
p roper m aintenance of th e  p oo l.
The only  source of income i s  membership dues. Dues a re  pa id  
every th re e  months in  advance to  th e  t r e a s u r e r .  At p re s e n t , dues 
a re  f i f t e e n  d o l la r s  q u a r te r ly  p e r fam ily , and th e  number o f member­
sh ip s i s  e ig h tee n . This makes a t o t a l  income o f $1,080.00 an n u a lly .
In o rd e r to  begin o p e ra tin g  w ithout th e  expense o f p a tio  
f u r n i tu r e ,  each fam ily  was d ire c te d  to  b rin g  a c h a ir  to  th e  p oo l.
A ll subsequent requirem ents were purchased w ith  pool funds. A l i s t  
o f subsequent expenses fo r  y ea rs  1958 through 1961 fo llo w s:
1958 1959 i 960 1961
C onstruc tion $351.18 $162.85 $1,255.58
Maintenance 101.29 204.50 330.65 $389.73
C utting  g rass 114.00 118 .50 98.00 72.00
- e le c tr ic i ty 154.36 127.15 119.43 170.14
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(Subsequent expenses, continued)
, 1959 i 960 1961
Water $ 79.39 $ 63.90 $ 87.19 $ 74.15
Chemicals 105.57 111.67 132.93 129.02
Taxes 6.43 9.81 9.39 9.65
Insurance 17.07 11.78 31.33 22.00
Bank charges 5.55 2.41 . 3 .87 2 .44
T otal expenses $934.84 $812.57 $2,068.37 $369.13
Operating co sts $583.66 $649.72 $ 612.79 $869.13
(Total construction)
The Program , o f  A c t iv it ie s
The program includes a c t iv i t ie s  such as swimming and d iv in g , 
in stru ctio n  and m eets, bask etb a ll, badminton, te th er  b a l l ,  v o lle y b a ll ,  
horseshoes, s o f tb a ll ,  touch fo o tb a ll , g o lf  p ra c tice , bridge, 
barbecues and p ic n ic s .
Plans for  Future Growth
In planning for  future growth, the club recen tly  voted to take 
on membership to  the t o ta l  o f twenty-one in  order to  construct a 
ten n is  court. This tennis court i s  to  be constructed o f  cement and 
enclosed by a fence ten  fee t  high. The court surface w i l l  be ligh ted  
and equipped with basketball goals and standards for  other court games 
such as badminton and v o lle y b a ll.
Comments by Club President
In se tt in g  up a f a c i l i t y  o f th is  typ e , the coordinator stressed
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th e  point that members should be w illin g  to  work hard to make th is  
a su ccessfu l en terp r ise , but that i t  can be expected that some w i l l  
n o t.
I I I .  TIB AQUATIC CLUB OF BATON RGUGL, INC.
The Aquatic Club o f Baton Rouge, Inc. i s  a p r iv a te , n on -p rofit, 
r ec re a tio n a l, s o c ia l and educational f a c i l i t y .  The Aquatic Club i s  
corporation-owned and o ffe r s  membership on a c e r t if ic a te  o f member­
ship b asis to  f iv e  hundred fa m ilies  resid in g  in the Broadmoor area.
This club represents the most expensive f a c i l i t y  that any 
new corporation in  th is  study undertook to support. I t  i s  unique 
in  that i t  i l lu s t r a te s  the grea test indebtedness which was faced in  
an e ffo r t  to  provide private recreation a l opportunities to  a 
membership.
The Establishment o f the.Aquatic Club
The f a c i l i t i e s  -which e x is t  p resen tly  as the Aquatic Club of  
Baton Rouge were constructed in  1961 by The Swimming Fools D ivision  
o f  Alabama, a d iv is io n  of National Aquatics, an organization which 
constructed sim ilar  f a c i l i t i e s  throughout the United S ta tes  on a 
membership-contract b a s is . A group o f people from the Broadmoor 
area , headed by Harold Thompson, had these f a c i l i t i e s  b u ilt  on a 
r en ta l agreement with N ational Aquatics, and the f a c i l i t y  was f i r s t  
.known as N ational Aquatic Club o f Baton Rouge.
In 1983} Swimming Pools D ivision  of Alabama sent l e t t e r s  to  
f iv e  o f  the o f f ic e r s  of the club sta tin g  th at the group had not met
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the terns o f the contract and. appointed them as a committee -to meet 
and d iscu ss the s itu a tio n . The o f f ic e r s  ca lled  a general membership 
m eeting, and they voted to  try  to  purchase the f a c i l i t y  and adm inister 
i t  on a lo c a l  le v e l .  They a lso  e lected  a new s la te  o f seven o f f ic e r s ,  
making an attempt to  get o f f ic e r s  representing various occupations.
On May 3 1 , 19&3, Swimming Pools D ivision o f Alabama sold the  
f a c i l i t y  to  the lo c a l  group and held a mortgage o f $ lo p ,000.00, for  
f i f t e e n  years, at s ix  per cent in te r e st  per year on the unpaid 
balance.
The name o f the corporation was changed to  The Aquatic Club 
o f Baton Rouge, Inc. and other small changes were made in the charter  
o f corporation. The club began with 285 fam ily memberships, each 
paying a $250 i n i t i a l  fee  and $84 annual membership f e e s .  The new 
corporation i s  p resen tly  s o l ic i t in g  ad d ition al membership by p lacing  
a brochure about the f a c i l i t i e s  with the r e a l e sta te  agents in 
Baton Rouge.
D escription o f the F a c i l i t ie s
The Aquatic Club i s  located  on a fiv e -a cre  tra c t o f land in  
the Broadmoor Subdivision o f Baton Rouge and co n sists  o f a poo l, a 
bathhouse, and other f a c i l i t i e s .  The pool i s  1,-shaped and constructed  
of cement. One part o f the pool i s  lo 2 i fe e t  long and 42 fe e t  wide, 
ranging in depth from 3 fe e t  to  5 f e e t .  The other part i s  seventy- 
f iv e  fe e t  long and t h ir t y - s ic  fe e t  wide, ranging in  depth from f iv e  
to  twelve f e e t .  The pool i s  lig h ted  overhead and underwater and i s
so
surrounded by aprons ranging from f iv e  to  twelve f e e t .  There are 
two one-meter boards and one three-r.ieter board.
The bath house i s  constructed o f concrete blocks and houses 
a snack bar, storerooms, s ta f f  bathrooms, and dressing rooms. 'The 
snack, bar i s  e igh t f e e t  by twenty fe e t  in s iz e .  There are two 
sm all rooms in  the bath house used for  storage. These rooms are 
four fee t  by four fe e t  in area. The s ta f f  bathrooms are two in  
number. Each o f th ese  rooms i s  e igh t fe e t  long. There are men’ s 
and la d ie s ’ dressing rooms; each room i s  th ir ty - f iv e  fe e t  long and 
twenty fe e t  w ide. Each room contains benches, three commode s t a l l s ,  
three la v a to r ie s , six; showers, a checkroom, and hangers for c lo th in g . 
The en tire  roof area o f the bath house i s  used as a sun deck. I t  
contains lounging ch a irs , ta b le s , and umbrellas.
The other f a c i l i t i e s  o f the club include a th ir ty - f iv e  foot 
by eighteen foot cement block pump house, a cabana, a twenty foot 
by ten  foot wading pool which ranges from eighteen inches to three  
f e e t  in depth, 2g acres o f paved parking area, swings, s l id e s ,  
monkeybars, sandboxes, barbecue p i t s ,  p icn ic  ta b le s , and a prefab 
build ing e ig h t f e e t  by fourteen f e e t ,  used as an o f f ic e .
The Organization o f the Aquatic Club o f Baton Rouge
This corporation i s  organized on a c e r t i f ic a te  o f membership 
b a s is . C e r t if ic a te s  are non-negotiable and are transferab le only  
upon the consent o f the Board of D irectors, as sta ted  in  the
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A r tic le s  o f Incorporation.4- The corporate powers o f th is  corporation  
are vested in , and i t s  a ffa ir s  managed by, a Board o f  D irectors of  
at le a s t  three and not more than f i f t e e n  members of the corporation. 
These d irectors are e le c te d  annually by b a llo t  at a general meeting 
o f the members o f the corporation.
Bach o f the seven present members -of the Board o f  D irectors 
serves as a chairman on one of the fo llow in g  sp ec ia l committees:
( l )  Pool Management Committee; (2) Committee for Pool equipment 
and Grounds; (3) Committee on Charter Organization; (4)' Membership 
Committee; (5) Public R elations Committee; (6) Finance Committee; 
and (7) Program Committee.
The Administration o f the Aquatic Club
The c h ie f  adm inistrator o f the f a c i l i t y  i s  the manager. The 
manager i s  employed by the Board o f D irectors and works for a sa la ry . 
The manager works s ix ty  hours each week and i s  responsib le to  the 
Board of D irectors fo r  the complete operation of- the f a c i l i t y .
There are s ix  other paid employees of the establishm ent— 
an a ss is ta n t manager, three lifeg u a rd s , a snack bar w aiter , and a 
checkroom g ir l .
A ll records o f income and expenditures are kept by a C ertified  
Public Accountant who i s  a member. The member renders th is  serv ice  
to  the corporation free  o f charge.
Louisiana, Department o f S ta te . A r tic le s  o f Incorporation of 
The Aquatic Club of Baton Rouge, Inc. (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: July, 
1963), A rtic le  IV.
Since the new corporation did not get started  u n til  June 1, 
1963, the follow ing records o f income and expenditures are for the  
period June 1 through July 20, 1963 .
Income:
Back dues
Back in it ia t io n  fee s  
Current membership and dues 
New in it ia t io n  fees  
Snack bar 





Repairs and Maintenance 
Pool supplies  
. U t i l i t i e s




Pre-opening expense incurred  






The Program o f A c t iv it ie s



















r e s $13,031.00
on back dues 3,329.00
318.00
$ 8,884.00
The program of the club th is  f i r s t  summer was a continuation  
of the program estab lish ed  by the former organization  and consisted  
of the follow ing a c t iv i t ie s :  dancing (spontaneous and scheduled
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record hops); archery in stru ction ; ping pong; checkers, chess and 
other quiet gaiv.es such„as cards; swinging and diving (recrea tion a l, 
in s tr u c tiv e , and com petitive); badminton; v o lle y b a ll;  weight l i f t in g ;  
barbecues and p icn ics; movies; swimming meets; and shuffleboard.
Plans for  Future Growth
In the plans for growth in the near fu tu re , the follow ing  
three p rojects head the l i s t :  ( l )  to  increase the membership to  
f iv e  hundred; (2) to  increase the recreation  program and f a c i l i t i e s  
to  include ten n is and basketball; and (3) to  increase the in stru ction ­
a l  s ta f f .
Comments by Board Members
The members of the Board of D irectors f e e l  that i t  w i l l  be 
very necessary to change the old a tt itu d e  regarding the ownership 
o f the f a c i l i t i e s .  They must create an awareness among the members 
th at the club belongs to  the lo c a l members, and i t  i s  th e ir  
r e sp o n s ib ility  to  make i t  a su ccessfu l undertaking.
CHAPTiiR VI
CLUBS JOINTLY FINANCED BY THE SALE OF STOCKS TO MEMBERS 
AND BY CORPORATION INVESTI-ISNTS
This category represents the th ird  type o f f in a n c ia l plan 
which was found in th is  in v e stig a tio n . Of the eleven private  
recrea tion a l f a c i l i t i e s  stud ied , only one c lub , the Magnolia 
Wood Company, 'In c., was found to  be financed by th is  plan. The 
main character i s  u>.e o f th is  category i s  th a t a corporation in v ests  
money in  the f a c i l i t y  and reta in s some o f the shares o f stock. The 
remaining shares o f stock are so ld  to  a group o f members-who form 
the recreation a l corporation. Each share o f stock represents a 
vote in  the club a f fa ir s . Each stockholder, in  addition  to  buying 
a share o f stock , pays monthly membership dues as long as he i s  a 
member. A ll shares o f stock are equitable and negotiab le  and can 
be sold with the approval o f  a committee.
1. THE MAGNOLIA WOOD COMPANY, INC.
The Magnolia Wood Company i s  located  in Magnolia Wood 
Subdivision of south Baton Rouge. This recreation  f a c i l i t y  accommo­
dates about ninety fa m ilies  resid in g  in the Magnolia Wood Subdivision  
and other nearby subd ivisions.
The f a c i l i t i e s  co n sist o f a swimming p oo l, bath house, ten n is  
court, basketball court, barbecue and p icn ic  area, and other playground 
equipment.
S5
The Establishment of The Magnolia Wood Company
The idea o f the Magnolia Wood Club occurred to  Fred Benton,
J r .,  an attorney, Thomas H. Benton, a lso  an a ttorn ey , and Leon Kenyon, 
an a r c h ite c t , in the summer of 195°* This fa th er , son, and son-in-law  
group were the developers and were resid en ts o f the Magnolia Wood 
Subdivision.
Fred Benton, Jr. and Leon Kenyon were in terested  in  a con­
venient place for  th e ir  children to  swim. The nearest public pool 
was in City Park, and th e ir  other a ltern a tiv e  was the Baton Rouge 
Country Club pool. Both of these pools were too fa r  away to  be 
conveniently .used by the resid en ts in  th e ir  area o f Baton Rouge.
Hr. Kenyon reported that resid en ts o f the subd ivision  had an . 
average o f four children per fam ily under f i f t e e n  years o f  age. He 
f e l t  that these fam ilies would be in terested  in  a private swimming 
f a c i l i t y  located  in the neighborhood.
Fred Benton, Jr. secured from the D irector o f Parks and 
Recreation the information, estim ates, and sp e c if ic a t io n s  concerning 
the construction  and s iz e  o f  a pool to  accommodate the fa m ilies  o f 
the subdivision and the nearby areas.
The three men and th e ir  wives contacted th e  resid en ts of 
Magnolia Wood and discussed the plans for  the f a c i l i t y .  The proposed 
f a c i l i t y  would be constructed on a 3 2/10 acre tr a c t  o f land at the  
end o f Magnolia Wood Drive. The corporation formed by the three  
developers would provide on e-half o f the money needed and provide 
the land, estimated to  be worth $10,000.00. The f i r s t  th ir ty - f iv e
86
fa m ilie s  contacted became members by buying a share o f stock for  
f iv e  hundred d o llars and paying s ix ty  d o lla rs  annual membership dues. 
These i n i t i a l  th ir ty - f iv e  members were a l l  resid en ts of Magnolia 
VIood Drive.
D escription o f the F a c i l i t ie s
In A pril, 1957 the pool was constructed by N ational P ools, 
Incorporated. The f a c i l i t i e s  consisted  o f  a ten  foo t by ten  foo t  
redwood storage and f i l t e r  pump bu ild in g , and a twenty foo t by 
tw enty-eight foo t bath house containing four showers, one wash 
b asin , two com odes, dressing room, benches, and basket racks for  
both men and women.
The pool i s  o f cement and i s  sev en ty -fiv e  fe e t  long , twenty 
fe e t  wide on the deep end, and fo rty  fe e t  wide on the shallow  end.
The pool ranges in depth from three fe e t  to  nine fe e t  with about 
e ig h ty -fiv e  per cent o f the pool being under 5g fe e t  deep. There 
i s  a one-meter board at the deep end, and the apron surrounding the  
pool averages f i f te e n  fe e t  wide for  the four s id e s . The pool i s  
l ig h ted  overhead and underwater and i s  enclosed by a f iv e  fo o t chain 
lin k  fen ce.
The o r ig in a l f a c i l i t y  as described cost $35*000.00 plus the 
land. T h ir ty -five  shareholders put up $17*500.00, and the other  
$17*500.00, plus the land, was put up by the corporation for  fo r ty - f iv e  
shares o f stock . These fo r ty -f iv e  shares o f stock were d ivided  among 
the three fa m ilies  o f the corporation, and each family' then owned
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f i f t e e n  shares o f stock and the corporation owned none. The o r ig in a l  
bu sin ess charter was converted to  a non-profit corporation charter.
In October, 1957 at a general membership meeting, a l l  shares 
o f stock were s p l i t  in to  two shares and each member was in stru cted  
to  s e l l  one o f h is  shares to  a fr ien d . This was done to double the 
membership and bring in  more membership fee s  in  order to make some 
desired  additions to  the f a c i l i t i e s .  The members of the corporation  
s t i l l  had the co n tro llin g  amount of stock in the f a c i l i t y .
At presen t, there are n inety members in the club . The fee s  
from these n inety  members, plus the summer membership at $90.00 per 
summer, has made p o ssib le  the follow ing additions to the o r ig in a l  
f a c i l i t y :
1. A large cement area containing a basketball court, a
ten n is court, and a cement practice  wall fenced in by
a ten foo t chain lin k  fence,
2. Seventeen hundred square fe e t  o f awning near pool and over
recreation  area.
3 . A hard surface parking area located in  the front o f the
pool.
4 . A fenced-in  area for small children containing te th e r  b a l l ,
sandbox, and swings.
5. A barbecue area containing ta b le s , ch a irs, and portable
barbecue p i t s .
6. A p it  tram poline, badminton court, shuffleboard court, and
ping pong ta b le s .
The Organization o f the Magnolia Wood Company
The organ izational setup o f the Magnolia liood Company i s  such
that the stockholders, by popular v o te , control the operation of the
corporation. The corporation presently- has n inety shareholders and 
150 shares o f stock representing 150 vo tes .
The shareholders at th e ir  annual meeting e le c t  a Board of
D irectors co n sistin g  o f a President, V ice-president, Secretary, 
and Treasurer.
The Board of D irectors exerc ises a l l  o f the executive powers 
o f the corporation and has the general-powers and d u ties  o f super­
v is io n  and management.
The Administration o f the F a c ility
The Board o f D irectors employs a pool manager, a pool 
h o ste ss , a bookkeeper, four lifeg u a rd s , and a program planner during 
the summer.
The pool manager i s  in  charge o f water sa fe ty  and sa n ita tio n  
o f the p ool. He i s  the swimming team coach and in stru ctor  o f  
swimming, te n n is , archery, and tram polining.
The pool h ostess coordinates a l l  o f the programs, schedules 
p a r tie s , rents p oo l, checks guest' book, and a s s is t s  the pool manager.
The lifegu ard s are young members who are q u a lif ied  Red Cross 
lifeg u a rd s . They teach swimming, te n n is , and arts and c r a fts .
Records of income and expenditures are kept by a paid le g a l  
secretary who i s  not a member o f the club. The fo llow ing records of
Income ancl expenditures are fo r  the year ending December 31j 1962: 
Income:
Stock membership, 90 members at $o0 $5*400.00
Summer .membership, 35 members.at $90 3,150.00
Swimming lesso n s 300.00
M iscellaneous (guest fe e s ,  e t c .)  400.00
P ro fit on resa le  o f shares,
$25 p r o f it  on each share o f stock) .100.00
Net Income $9,350.00
Expenditures:
F id e lity  N ational Bank note 
Parking lo t  
.Water Works 




Gate fo r  pool 





In terest  
O ffice  supplies  
Playground f a c i l i t i e s  
Pool supplies  
Property tax
Refunds on summer membership 
Total Expend i t  tires
The Program of A c t iv it ie s
During the summer a program planner i s  employed to provide 
an in terestin g  program for the young members. The summer program 
includes the fo llow in g  a c t iv i t ie s :
1 . Instruction' in bridge, swimming, ten n is , ar ts and c r a fts ,  





















lifegu ard  and pool maintenance tra in in g  fo r  fourteen  
.and f i f t e e n  year old ch ildren .
2 . A planned program o f teen-age p a r tie s , barbecues, p icn ics ,
swim m eets, water shows, diving carn iva ls, bridge 
tournaments, v o lle y b a ll  games, shuffleboard tournaments, 
dem onstrations, movies, speakers, and badminton.
3 . The in d iv id u al voluntary program—card games, checkers,
ping pong games, v o lle y b a ll , shuffleboard, and group 
sin g in g .
Plans for  Future Growth
The Board o f D irectors has some general ideas about the  
d irection s in  which they would l ik e  to  see the f a c i l i t i e s  grow, 
but a l l  add itions must be by vote o f the m ajority of the stockholders 
In order to  have any large amount o f grovrbh, there must be a grovrbh 
f i r s t  in the number o f memberships. The second p r io r ity  goes to  the 
construction o f a d iv ing pool. Third p r io r ity  goes to  the construc­
tio n  o f  a recrea tio n a l club house which w il l  contain a k itchen , stage 
and dancing room.
Comments by Board President
The pool has caused the people o f the subdivision to  have a 
c lo ser  and more fr ie n d ly  re la tio n sh ip  with each other. The pool has 
served as a common in te r e s t  to  the en tire  neighborhood and has made 
a contribution to  the harmony which e x is t s  among the r es id en ts .
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The management i s  extremely pleased with the outcomes o f th e ir  
tra in in g  program for  young boys and g ir ls  who are in terested  in  
becoming lifeg u a rd s . During the "Guard in Training" program, the 
tra in ee  wears a badge which g ives him a fe e lin g  of r e sp o n s ib ility .
CHAPTER VII
CLUBS D3Vii)L0PiilD' BY PRIVATJ2 FUNDS AND RMKTKD 
'ID THM TLIKBIRSHIP
During th is  study the author found two private recreational 
f a c i l i t i e s  in  the Baton Rouge area which belong in th is  category.
These two clubs are the Marlin Club o f  Baton Rouge and the Quarter- . 
deck Club o f Baton Rouge, Inc. The main c h a ra cter istic  of th is  
group i s  that the recrea tion a l f a c i l i t y  i s  p r iva te ly  ovmed by an 
ind ividual or corporation and i s  made ava ilab le  to  a corporation" 
o f members on a ren ta l b a s is . The member of this type of f a c i l i t y  
pays a small r e g is tr a tio n  or in it ia t io n  fee  when he becomes a 
member and pays monthly membership dues for the period of time that 
he' i s  a member. The owner o f the f a c i l i t y  receives ren ta l fee s  for  
h is  f a c i l i t y .  The owner of th e  two clubs presented in .t h is  chapter 
receives b en efits  other than the ren ta l f e e s ,  and these b en e fits  
are d iscussed in  th is  chapter.
•Both clubs in  t h is  category are owned by the same individual 
and both are located  a t ,  and as a part o f , the Oak Manor Motor 
Motel. They are id e n t ic a l in  structure and share many other sim ilar  
c h a r a c te r is t ic s . The d ifferen ces  which e x is t  between the two clubs 
w il l  be l is t e d  an the antroduction o f the second club, the Marlin 
Club. The Quarterdeck Club i s  presented f i r s t  in th is  chapter because 
i t  was estab lish ed  f i r s t .
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I .  THE QUARTERDECK CLUB OF BATON ROUGE, INC.
The Quarterdeck Club i s  a. p r iva te , n on -p ro fit, recreational 
and so c ia l club located  at the Oak Manor Motor Motel o f Baton Rouge. 
The f a c i l i t i e s  o f th is  club include a swimming p oo l, fish in g  pond, 
p itch  and putt g o lf  course, and a club house. The Quarterdeck Club 
has nearly one hundred fam ily memberships, representing many areas 
of Baton Rouge.
The Establishment of the Quarterdeck Club
During the f a l l  o f 1957* Jack O'Brian approached the owner 
o f the Bellemont Motel, A. C. Lewis, with h is  idea for  a club.
Mr. Lewis agreed that the idea had some sound business p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  
The arrangements ’which were agreed upon by the two men were that a 
pool and a clubhouse bu ild ing would be made ava ilab le  to  Mr. O'Brian 
on a rent a], b asis  at s ix  hundred d o llars per month. I t  was also  
agreed that a l l  food and drink which would be used by the members 
at the clubhouse must be purchased from the Bellemont Motel.
The clubhouse which was made ava ilab le  to  Mr. O'Brian was 
constructed in  such a manner that i t  could very e a s i ly  be converted 
in to  ad d ition al motel su ite s  in the event that the recreation a l club 
idea did not prove successful-.
Mr. O'Brian succeeded in  recru itin g  f i f t y  members who each paid 
$125 as an i n i t i a l  f e e ,  and twelve d o lla rs  monthly dues. They formed 
a non-profit corporation on November 19* 1958 and l i s t e d  as th e ir
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purpose the organization o f a so c ia l  club providing so c ia l and 
recreation al enjoyment for i t s  members."
In the summer o f 1959? the Quarterdeck Club moved from the 
Bellemont Motel to  more elaborate f a c i l i t i e s  which were constructed  
as part of The Oak Manor Kotor I lo te l, owned by A. C. Lewis. This 
new elaborate motel includes two such' recrea tion a l f a c i l i t i e s ,  
which in d icates the soundness o f t h is  arrangement from the business 
viewpoint.
Description o f the F a c i l i t ie s
• The f a c i l i t i e s  o f the Quarterdeck Club are located  in  the 
rear o f the Oak Manor Motor Motel. The Club i s  constructed as part 
o f the motel plan and o f matching brick and m ater ia ls , and cost 
approximately $96,000.00.
The clubhouse co n sis ts  o f 3 ,500 square fe e t  o f a ir-conditioned  
area and contains lounges, a bar-locker room, canteen room, storage 
room, dressing rooms and shower rooms fo r  men.and women.
The main lounge i s  t h ir ty - s ix  f e e t  by twenty-four fe e t  and has 
a terrazo f lo o r  throughout. I t  has b e a u tifu l in te r io r  brick w ails  
and a large f ire p la ce  at one end. The room has very luxurious 
furn ish ings. The main lounge i s  used fo r  dances, p a r t ie s , and many 
other functions which are included in  the program o f a c t iv i t ie s .
The men's lounge i s  furnished;w ith liv in g  room fu rn itu re , a
^Louisiana, Department o f S ta te . A r tic le s  o f Incorporation  
o f  The 'Quarterdeck Club of Baton Rouge, In c. (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
November, 1958)', A r tic le  I I .
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card ta b le , a b il l ia r d  tab le  and, l i k e .a l l  other rooms o f the club­
house, i s  equipped with a volume control for  the b u i lt - in  stereo
system. The lounge room i s  tw enty-five f e e t  by tw enty-five  fe e t
/
and has w a ll-to -w a ll carpeting. This room i s  r e s tr ic te d  to  men 
over twenty-one and o ffer s  privacy for  the men .members when they  
engage in  such a c t iv i t ie s  as card p lay ing , b i l l ia r d s ,  drinking, 
reading, lounging, and conversing with other men members.
The la d ie s ' lounge i s  the same s iz e  and has the same furnish­
in gs, with the -exception of the b i l l ia r d  ta b le , fo r  which i s  
su b stitu ted  a piano and a te le v is io n  s e t . This lounge o ffer s  
privacy for  the -women when they engage in such a c t iv i t ie s  as 
card p lay ing , reading, lounging, so c ia liz in g , and many other 
a c t iv i t ie s  which are included in the program o f a c t iv i t ie s .
The bar-locker room i.s a room measuring f i f t e e n  fe e t  by 
eighteen f e e t ,  and i t  i s  located  between the men's lounge and the  
la d ie s ' lounge with a th ird  door opening onto the swimming pool area. 
This room contains a bar counter, an ice  machine, and one hundred 
f i f t y  liq uor lockers, each measuring twelve inches wide, fourteen  
inches h igh , and twenty-four inches deep, hach member has a private  
lock er , which i s  locked by a combination lo ck , in ’which h is  liquor  
and mixers are kept. Paper cups are provided by the club and "cokes" 
are ava ilab le  a t the Coca Cola machine in the canteen room. There 
are s to o ls  a t the bar, and members may s i t  at the bar and enjoy th e ir  
drinks or take them with them to  some other part o f the club area.
The canteen room is  a sna.ll room opening onto the swimming
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pool apron. The room contains machines vending such .items as so ft  
drinks, candy bars, c ig a r e tte s , and potato ch ips.
Another room, which i s  twelve fe e t  by ten fe e t  .and opens 
onto the pool apron, i s  used as a storage room for recreation a l 
equipment, su p p lies, and chem icals. This room also  contains a desk, 
f i l e  cab in et, and telephone, and serves as an o f f ic e  for  the lifegu ard .
The men's and women's dressing rooms contain four shower 
s t a l l s ,  three t o i l e t s ,  two wash b a sin s, basket lock ers, and mirrors. 
This area is  separated in to  three rooms—a room for  dressin g , a 
shower room, and a restroom area.
The pool area co n sists  o f a small c ircu lar  wading pool with 
a diameter o f eighteen f e e t ,  and-a fan-shaped swimming pool measuring 
fo r ty -e ig h t fe e t  long, th ir ty - s ix  f e e t  wide on one end and twenty- 
four fe e t  wide on the other end. The pool ranges in  depth from three  
fe e t  to  nine f e e t .  The pool i s  equipped with a one-meter diving  
board and overhead and underwater l ig h t s .  The two pools are encircled  
by aprons forming a square, seventy-two fe e t  by seventy-two f e e t .
Beside having the f a c i l i t i e s  described above, the Quarterdeck 
Club members share a large parking area, a la rg e , stocked fish in g  
pond, and a four-hole p itch  and putt course with the neighboring 
Marlin Club.
The Organization o f the Quarterdeck Club
The corporation i s  organized without c a p ita l stock and member­
ship i s  evidenced by c e r t if ic a te  o f membership.
97
The members are the governing body and have the f u l l  righ t 
to  v o te , hold o f f i c e ,  and otherwise perform such d u ties  as are 
necessary to  operate the club su ccessfu lly .
The o f f ic e r s  o f the corporation are a p resid en t, v ic e -  
p resid en t, secretary  and treasurer. Since th is  club i s  organized  
as a man's club, none of the above o f f ic e s  may be held  by a woman.
The Administration o f the Quarterdeck Club
The adm inistration of the Quarterdeck Club i s  the r e sp o n s ib ility  
o f the Board of D irectors. The President serves as the manager and 
performs the d u ties of th is  p osition  without receiv in g  any compensa­
tio n  for  these serv ices from the corporation. The V ice-president 
a s s is t s  the President in the capacity of chairman o f the entertainment 
committee. Other members of the board serve as chairmen o f  other  
committees such as the Membership Committee and the House and Grounds 
Committee.
The only paid employee o f the club i s  the life g u a r d . A 
lifegu ard  i s  employed for  four months in the summer. His d u ties  
include swimming in stru ctio n , pool maintenance, pool supervision , 
and supervision o f  recreation al equipment and su p p lies .
A ll maintenance and care of the groundsj clubhouse, f ish in g  
pond, p itch  and putt course and the parking area are provided by the 
regular maintenance and ja n ito r ia l s ta f f  o f the Oak Manor Motor Motel.
The la rg est part o f the c lu b 's income i s  derived from member­
ship fe e s  o f twelve d o llars per.month, A tw en ty -five  d o lla r  in it ia t io n
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fe e  fo r  new members and other very minor income, such as guest fe e s ,  
make up the only other sources o f income. At present the income for  
the Quarterdeck Club i s  based on 100 members at $144*00 per year, 
which produces an income of $14,400.00.
A schedule o f expenses i s  indicated below:
Rent for  the club $ 9*600 .-00
Insurance 225*00
Lifeguard for  four months 800.00
Rent on jukebox 360.00
Telephone 240.00
Chemicals for  pool 400.00
Total Expenses $11,625.00
The Program o f A c t iv it ie s
The President o f the corporation estimated th at the members 
o f the club have an average o f three children in  th e ir  fa m ilie s .
In planning the program, equal consideration i s  given to  providing 
a c t iv i t ie s  for  the children and ad u lts.
In .the adult program, each member and h is  w ife  have personal 
keys to  the clubhouse. There are no r e s tr ic t io n s  regarding the 
hours which the club f a c i l i t i e s  can be used by key holders; however, 
minors and guests may not use a key belonging to a member at any 
tim e.
With th is  freedom of use o f the club by the key hold ers, i t  
i s  evident that the program o f  a c t iv i t ie s  for  adu lts includes frequent 
spontaneous entertainm ent. The key holders can drop in  with friends  
and guests at any time of day or night and enjoy the f a c i l i t i e s  of 
the club. The pool may be used when supervised by a lifegu ard  or
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other ad u lt. Some of the a c t iv it ie s , in  which th e  adults frequently%
p a rtic ip a te  are dancing, b i l l ia r d s ;  card p lay in g , in stru ction  in 
bridge, ping pong, checkers, chess and dominoes, te le v is io n  view ing, 
l is te n in g  to  records and reading, water sa fety  in str u c tio n , speakers, 
dem onstrations, swimming, shuffleboard, horseshoes, bingo, pot luck 
suppers, excursions by bus to  L.S.U. fo o tb a ll games, sp ec ia l p a r tie s , 
badminton, dance reviews (as sp ec ta to rs), g o lf  p itch in g  and putting , 
and f ish in g .
Most o f the a c t iv i t ie s  for  the ch ild ren 's  program are planned 
by the program committee and the lifeguard  and take place during 
the daytime. Some sp ec ia l p a rties  and other a c t iv i t i e s  are scheduled 
in  the evening. The a c t iv i t ie s  in which the children p artic ip a te  
frequently  are dancing, bridge in stru ctio n , ping pong, checkers, 
chess and dominoes, te le v is io n  viewing and record p lay ing , swimming 
in s tr u c tio n , swimming, shuffleboard, horseshoes, games o f low 
organ ization , p a r tie s , dance in stru ctio n , dance review s, g o lf  
p itch ing  and pu ttin g , f ish in g , and badminton.
Plans for  Future Growth
At present there are no plans for  future growth; however, 
should any additions be d esired , they w i l l  be made ava ilab le  by the 
owner to the corporation on a " sp lit-th e-co st"  b a s is .
Comments by Club President
The President of the corporation placed a suggestion box in  
the clubhouse and encourages suggestions from the members. A ll
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suggestions placed in the box are d iscussed and considered by the 
Board o f D irectors.
Members are encouraged to  wear name badges which are made
ava ilab le  to  them as they enter the club. This i s  .done in  order
th at members w i l l  get to  know each other.
Members work very hard and put in many hours to make the club
a su ccess. The President of the Quarterdeck Club f e e ls  that people 
in  any c ity  could make sim ilar arrangements with a lo c a l  m otel.
. I I .  'THE MARLIN CLUB OF BATON ROUGE
The Marlin Club i s  located in the rear o f  the Oak Manor ' 
Motor Motel and i s  id e n tic a l to  the Quarterdeck Club in stru ctu re, 
fu rn ish in gs, and f a c i l i t i e s .  The two clubs share the parking area, ' 
the f ish in g  pond, and the p itch  and putt g o lf  course.
Some o f th e-d ifferen ces which e x is t  between th ese  two clubs 
are: ( l )  the Marlin Club requires th at two of th e ir  D irectors be 
women, whereas the Quarterdeck Club does not permit women to  serve 
on the Board o f D irectorsj (2) the Marlin Club has a larger  member­
sh ip , a w aiting l i s t ,  and a smaller in it ia t io n  fee  and membership 
fee ;  and (3) the membership of the Marlin Club i s  drawn from a more 
s p e c if ic  area o f Baton Rouge.
The Establishment o f the Marlin Club
The person who i s  given cred it for the idea o f the Marlin 
Club i s  B i l l  Maeser, a rea lto r  w hose.real e s ta te  o f f ic e  i s  located
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in  th e  Oak Manor Motor M otel. Mr. Maeser began to  o rgan ize  th e  
M arlin Club e a r ly  in  1959, two years a f t e r  th e  Q uarterdeck Club had 
been s ta r te d  a t  th e  Bellemont M otel.
A. C. Lewis, owner of th e  Oak Manor M otel, agreed  to  d u p li­
c a te  th e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  which were then under c o n s tru c tio n  fo r  th e  
Q uarterdeck Club, and make th ese  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a ila b le  to  Mr. M aeser1s 
o rg an iz a tio n  on a 10-year b a s is  w ith a 10-year o p tion  a t  a r e n ta l  
fee  o f $800.00 p e r  month.
Mr. Maeser r e c ru i te d  fo r ty  o f h is  f r ie n d s  from th e  a reas  of 
V il la  Del Rey, Sherwood F o re s t, and Broadmoor su b d iv is io n s  to  
become members. They each paid  a te n  d o l la r  i n i t i a t i o n  fee  and 
monthly dues o f te n  d o l la r s ,  and they  ren ted  a s u i te  in  th e  m otel 
w hile  aw aiting  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  c lu b .
These o r ig in a l  f o r ty  members f i l e d  fo r  a C harte r o f Corpora­
t io n  and l i s t e d  as t h e i r  purpose^ to  prom ote, encourage, and engage 
in  swimming and w ater s p o r ts ;  to  Gonduct th e  c lub  fo r  th e  purpose 
o f p rov id ing  fo r  refreshm en t, e n te rta in m en t, e x e rc is e , and s o c i a l ' 
d iv e rs io n  o f i t s  members.
The people who became members in  th e  M arlin  Club liv e d  in  an 
a re a  o f  Baton Rouge where no p u b lic  r e c re a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were 
a v a i la b le .  They wanted a  club th a t  would be o f some b e n e f i t  to  a l l  
members of- th e  fam ily , w ithout a  g o lf  cou rse , and w ith  a f ix e d  c o s t . .
^ jou isiana , Department o f  S ta te .  A r t ic le s  o f In co rp o ra tio n  
o f th e  M arlin Club o f Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge, L ou is iana : August,
195977 A r t ic le  I I .
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VJhen the construction o f the Marlin Club was completed, the 
membership was up to  e igh ty  and a short time la te r ,  i t  reached one 
hundred. P resently , the Marlin Club has a f u l l  membership o f one 
hundred f i f t y  and a w aiting l i s t  which has accumulated over a period  
o f a year.
Other aspects o f the club, adm inistration, f a c i l i t i e s ,  
organization , and program are the same as those o f the Quarterdeck 
Club, and therefore are not described.
CHAPTER V III
COMPARISONS, SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS
FOR FURTHER STUDY
I . COMPARISONS
On the b asis o f data reported in t h is  study, the follow ing  
comparisons seem warranted.
Small neighborhood recreation  f a c i l i t i e s  such as The Knollwood, 
Incorporated; Goodwood Homesites Swimming Pool Company, Incorporated; 
The Broadmoor Pool, In c .; La R iviera A ssocia tion , In c .; and the 
Cedarcrest-Southmoor Recreation A ssociation , Inc. are comparatively 
inexpensive f a c i l i t i e s  ranging in  cost from $4,65G.QO to  $17,800.00. 
The average cost o f the f a c i l i t i e s  in th is  group i s  approximately 
one-tenth that o f the average cost of the other f a c i l i t i e s  in th is  
study.
These f a c i l i t i e s  con sist prim arily of a swimming pool and 
only a few other in c id en ta l f a c i l i t i e s  such as playground f a c i l i t i e s ,  
barbecue and p icn ic  f a c i l i t i e s .
The average i n i t i a l  investment required for membership in  
these neighborhood clubs i s  tw ice as iarge as the average i n i t i a l  
investment required for membership in the other clubs in v estig a ted .
As the number o f members v a r ie s , so does the cost o f member­
ship and the cost o f  the f a c i l i t y .  The Knollwood represents a small
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group o f members. The cost o f membership in  th is  group i s  grea ter  
than th at o f a sim ilar  pool with more members, such as The Broadmoor 
Pool.
The Goodwood Homesites Company, La R iviera, and the Cedarcrest- 
Southmoor are more expensive structures and require a larger  group 
o f members in order to have a membership cost which cqmpares with  
th at o f the two sm aller groups mentioned above.
The members of these small neighborhood f a c i l i t i e s  are 
required to  assume much o f the resp o n sib ility  for the maintenance 
o f  th e ir  f a c i l i t i e s  sin ce no regular help i s  employed. They are 
a lso  paying monthly fe e s  annually for  a four month summer program 
centered around swimming a c t iv i t ie s .  The advantages which members 
o f these f a c i l i t i e s  have over members of other clubs in  t h is  study  
are privacy and convenience o f loca tion .
Members who would care to su b stitu te  elaborateness for  privacy  
and convenience o f  loca tion  might favor a f a c i l i t y  such as The 
Aquatic Club. The Aquatic Club is  the most expensive f a c i l i t y  . 
studied  in  th is  in v e stig a tio n ; however, i t  o ffer s  only a four month 
summer program centered around swimming a c t iv i t ie s .
In order fo r  a group to  have an elaborate f a c i l i t y  such as 
The Aquatic Club which promotes b a s ica lly  one a c t iv ity  (swimming), 
i t  i s  necessary to  have a large number of members. The i n i t i a l  c o st  
fo r  membership in  the Aquatic Club i s  approximately on e-half the co st  
o f  membership in a sm all neighborhood group; monthly fe e s  are" 
s l ig h t ly  higher than the average fe e s  of the small neighborhood groups.
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They g ive up the privacy and convenience o f location  enjoyed by 
the sm aller groups in  exchange for a more elaborate f a c i l i t y .  Members 
of The Aquatic Club free  them selves o f the r e sp o n s ib ility  o f f a c i l i t y  
maintenance. This work i s  done by regular paid employees.
The member who favors investing  h is  money in a f a c i l i t y  which 
o ffe r s  a varied year-round program o f a c t iv i t ie s  might prefer belong­
ing to  The Piedmont Club, The Acadian Club, The Quarterdeck Club, 
or The Marlin Club.
I f  the number of members desiring  to  p artic ip a te  i s  small 
(about one hundred), and they want an elaborate f a c i l i t y ,  i t  may 
be w ise to  rent a f a c i l i t y  as was done in  the case o f The Quarterdeck 
Club and The Marlin Club. In these clubs, the average i n i t i a l  cost 
i s  l e s s  than the i n i t i a l  cost o f any-other club in  t h is  study, and 
the cost o f  monthly membership i s  s l ig h t ly  higher than the average 
for  the o th ers.
The expense o f th ese  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  f ix e d , therefore the  
greater the number o f members, the more money there w i l l  be ava ilab le  
for  a program. The Marlin Club has a greater number o f members than 
The Quarterdeck Club, therefore membership i s  le s s  expensive and more 
money i s  l e f t  over for  the program a fter  the rent has been paid.
The Acadian Club o ffe r s  the most organized and varied program 
of a l l  the clubs in  t h is  study. Although i t  i s  a fam ily membership 
club , membership of any fam ily i s  lim ited  only to  those members o f a 
fam ily who are in  high school.
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When an approximation o f each ind iv idu al fam ily member1 s 
investment i s  compared to  the investment of the Acadian Club member, 
the Acadian Club member receives more per d o llar  in  f a c i l i t y  and 
program than members o f any other club in th is  study. The Acadian 
Club i s  the fastest-grow ing f a c i l i t y  included in t h is  study, Rach 
year an average o f $15 , 000.00  worth o f add itional f a c i l i t i e s  i s  
added to  the club . The success o f th is  type o f club depends on a 
large number o f fa m ilie s  who can afford club membership fo r  a 
s in g le  member o f the fam ily , while other members o f  the fam ily seek 
th e ir  recrea tion a l experiences elsewhere.
The Piedmont Club i s  the la rg est "year-round" fam ily club 
in t h is  study. Membership dues are higher than those o f a l l  other  
clubs, with the exception of The Quarterdeck Club. These two clubs 
have the same membership dues.
U nlike. other clubs in th is  study, the member of The Piedmont 
Club may make a p r o f it  on h is  i n i t i a l  investment. The i n i t i a l  
investment in  the Piedmont i s  higher than the average i n i t i a l  
investment in  other "year-round" clubs and considerably lower than 
the average i n i t i a l  investment of the neighborhood clu bs. This i s  . 
the only f a c i l i t y  studied which has complete restaurant se rv ic e .
I I .  SUMMARY
This study was conducted for the purpose o f analyzing se lec ted  
private  n on -p ro fit recrea tion a l clubs in  the Baton Rouge, Louisiana  
area.
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The eleven clubs which were included in  th is  study were termed 
"selected" prim arily because they were iso la ted  for study by the  
exclusion  o f other private  non-profit clubs which are con tro lled  by 
n ation a l fra tern a l orders, r e lig io u s  groups, labor organizations or 
other n a tio n a l organizations.
Data describ ing the establishm ent, organization , adm inistra­
t io n , f a c i l i t i e s ,  and program o f the eleven clubs were c o lle c te d  by 
the w rit el*. This c o lle c t io n  o f data was guided by the o u tlin e  
presented as Appendix A.
The eleven clubs included in th is  study represent four 
d iffe r e n t  plans o f f in a n c ia l support. The clubs were categorized  
in to  four groups according to th e ir  plan o f f in a n c ia l support and 
each category was treated  as a separate chapter in th is  study.
In summary,- private recreation in the Baton Rouge area i s  
varied , however swimming i s  the most popular a c t iv i ty ,  and i t  accounts 
for  the la r g e s t  part o f the money spent for  recreational, f a c i l i t i e s .  
Bach group has d e f in ite  requirements for membership, including the  
submission o f an ap p lica tion  to  a membership committee and the 
purchase o f  a share o f stock , membership c e r t if ic a te  or some other 
evidence o f  membership. There are membership dues for  each 
organ ization , the amount varying with each group according to  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  and number o f members.
The major purpose for the establishm ent o f the clubs in th is  
study was to  provide so c ia l  and recreation al experiences for  th e ir  
members who, because o f lo ca tio n , age or in te r e s t , were not being
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s a t is fa c to r i ly  accommodated by public recrea tion a l f a c i l i t i e s .  Some 
clubs were organized for sp e c if ic  types o f recrea tion , while others 
se t  up ex ten sive  recreation a l and educational programs. Some o f  
these groups*meet year-round for regular recrea tion , s o c ia l and 
educational se ss io n s , and sponsor team com petition, i^hile others  
sponsor a l e s s  organized summer program.
The cost o f the recreation a l f a c i l i t i e s  in  th is  study ranges 
from $4,650.00 to  $185,000.00. They serv ice  membership groups 
ranging in  s iz e  from eight fam ilies to  over a thousand members, at 
monthly dues ranging from $2 .5 0  to  $12 .0 0 , and i n i t i a l  investm ents 
ranging from $10.00  to  $700 .0 0 .
The eleven clubs included in  th is  study represent a t o t a l  
income o f $181,000.00. Seven hundred and e igh t thousand d o lla r s  
worth o f f a c i l i t i e s  are used to  provide recreation a l and so c ia l  
opportunities for  the members,. The adm inistration o f a l l  clubs in  
th is  study i s  handled by a Board o f D irectors. Club managers and 
members o f boards o f d irectors indicated by th e ir  comments th at the  
success o f the clubs has depended more upon the a tt itu d e s  and e ffo r ts  
o f in d iv id u al members than on any other s in g le  fa cto r .
I I I . CONCLUSIONS
From the data presented in chapters IV through VII and 
summarized above, and from data included‘in Tables I through V o f  
Appendix B, the follow ing conclusions seem warranted:
1 . Most private recreation al f a c i l i t i e s  in Baton Rouge were
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organized because members f e l t  that public recrea tio n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s  were not conveniently ava ilab le  or did not 
include f a c i l i t i e s  or programs desired by the organizing  
group.
2. Members of the clubs are se lec ted  prim arily on th e  b a sis
of the loca tion  o f th e ir  residence.
3 . Swimming i s  the sin g le  common in te r e s t  which' promoted the
establishm ent o f the clubs in vestiga ted .
4 . Private clubs make s ig n ifica n t contributions to recreation
in the City of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
5. Private clubs of various s iz e s  and costs operate success­
fu l ly .
6 . Groups o f various s iz es  can su ccessfu lly  e s ta b lish  and
maintain private recreational f a c i l i t i e s .
7. People o f moderate income can enjoy sp ec ia l recrea tion a l
and so c ia l a c t iv i t ie s  by belonging to  a p r iv a te  club.
8 . The clubs studied in  th is  in v estig a tio n  are f in a n c ia lly
stab le  and increase th e ir  f a c i l i t i e s  and program when 
income permits i t .
IV. SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY .
In lig h t  o f  the find ings of th is  study, the fo llow in g  problems 
seem to  in v ite  in vestiga tion :
1. A comparison o f the c o st, per ca p ita , of providing
recreation a l experiences through public f a c i l i t i e s  to
the per capita cost o f providing equivalent recrea tion a l 
experiences through private  clubs.
A fter a f iv e  year period, another study o f private  
recrea tion , as lim ited  in th is  study, be undertaken 
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OUTLINE FOR SECURING DATA ON CLUBS
The Establishment of the Club
A. When did the club have i t s  beginning?
B. Who were the founders o f the club?
C. How did the idea o f  the club originate?
D. Were there any p articu lar  problems which gave r is e  to  the
idea?
E. What was to  be the purpose o f the club?
F. How did the founders go about g e ttin g  others in terested  in
the club?
G. Did i t  require much e ffo r t  to  in te re st  people in  the club?
H. How was the manbership selected ?
1. Was fin a n c ia l sta tu s a factor?
2 . Was location  of residence a factor?
3 . Was age a factor?
4. Was n a tio n a lity  or r e lig io u s  preference a factor?
5. Are there any fa cto rs other than these which are considered
in se lec tin g  membership?
I. What are the stip u la tio n s sta ted  in your charter regarding the
se lec tio n  of members, the maximum number o f members, and the  
cost o f membership?
J. How many members did you get in  your f i r s t  membership drive?
K. When did the founder meet with others to  form a corporation or
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an organization?
• L. Do you have any of the fo llow in g  items?
1. Minutes from the form ative meetings.
2. Copy o f  brochures or other items, which may have been used
to promote in te r e s t  in the club.
3. Copy o f  the Charter o f Incorporation.
I I . The O riginal F a c ility
A. When did construction  o f the o r ig in a l f a c i l i t i e s  begin?
B. When was construction  completed?
C. What was the to ta l  co st o f the o r ig in a l f a c i l i t i e s ?
D. D escription o f f a c i l i t i e s
1. Land—lo ca tio n , s iz e  and cost
2. Club house— s iz e , m aterial o f construction and cost
3. Main h a l l— siz e  and stru ctu re, r e st rooms: lo ca tio n ,
number and f a c i l i t i e s .
4. O ffice  space and storage space
5. Rooms for  in stru ctio n s or other functions (s iz e  and number)
6. T elev ision  room, reading room, pool room, gym room
7. Snack bar, k itchen , restaurant (descrip tion  and extent o f
ava ilab le  serv ice)
8. Swimming pool: s i z e ,  d iv ing  boards, aprons, cabanas, fen ce,
l ig h t s ,  and other structures
9. Bath house: showers, t o i l e t s ,  lockers
10. Covered outdoor area
11. Barbecue and p icn ic  area and f a c i l i t i e s
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12. Hard surface outdoor areas: parking area, ten n is courts,
basketball courts, v o lle y b a ll  courts
13. Golf course: regu lar, m iniature or p itch  and putt
14. Baseball or s o f tb a ll  f ie ld :  l ig h t s ,  backstop
15. Playground f a c i l i t i e s
16 . Any other f a c i l i t i e s  not mentioned above.
.111. Organizational Pattern
A. Membership
1. How many members do you. have presently? •
2 . Are they stockholders?
3. What voice do they have in club a ffa ir s?
4. What are the s t ip u la t io n s  regarding sa le s  o f shares of
stock?
B. Board of Governors •
1. How many members do you have on your board of governors
or directors?
2. What o f f ic e s  are represented?
3 . What i s  the term in  o ff ic e ? -
4 . What are th e ir  d u ties and powers?
C. Committees
1. Do you have any standing committees?
2. Do you have any sp e c ia l committees?
3. What serv ices or fu n ction s do these committees perform?
D. Club Manager or Director
1. Who employs him?
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2 . What are h is  d u ties and r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s?
3 . How many hours per week does he work?
iS. S ta ff
1. How many fu ll-t im e  s t a f f  members are employed?
2. What are th e ir  d u ties and r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s?
3 . How mahy part-tim e s t a f f  members are employed?
4. What are th e ir  d u ties and r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s?
5. Are more s ta f f  members employed during the summer months?
IV. The Administration of the Club
A. Rules and regu lations
1. Members1 conduct
2 . Rules pertaining to guests
B. Membership at present
1. Number of adults: regular; summer; cost for membership
2. Number of children: regular; summer; cost for  membership
C. Income
1. What are your sources of income?
2. Would you furnish me with records of your income for the
i
past year?
D. ilxp end i t  ures
1. What are your expenditures?
2 . Would you furnish me with records of your expenditures for
the past year?
N. Committees performing assigned du ties contributing to  the 
adm inistration o f the club
F. How is  your bookkeeping handled?
G. Sale.and resa le  o f stocks or c e r t i f ic a te s
1. I s  there a p r o f it  in t h is  transaction?
2. Is  th is  shown in  your income?
V. Program
A. Who plans the program?
B. How do you p u b lic ize  it?




3. Swimming and diving









13. Arts and cra fts
14. Weight l i f t i n g  and body development for  boys
15. Charm and body development for  g ir ls
16. Archery
17. K nitting
18. Any others not mentioned above 
. The planned program
1. Dances
2. Bridge tournaments
3 . Ping pong tournaments
4 . Pool tournaments
5. Skeet shooting practice  and tournaments
6. Swimming and diving meets 
. 7. V olleyball games
8. Basketball games
9. S o ftb a ll or baseball games
10. Coffees
11. Teas
12. S ty le  shows
13. Variety shows
14. Water shows and carn ivals
15. Suppers
16. Barbecues
17. P icn ics
18. Parties
19. Demonstrations
20. Speakers or foreign  v is i to r s
21. Trips or excursions
22. Miniature g o lf  tournaments
23* Com petitive a c t i v i t i e s  a g a in s t o th e r  c lubs
24. Skating  p a r t i e s
25* Any o th e rs  n o t l i s t e d  above
F. The impromptu program 
1'. Card games
2. Ping pong
3 . Tumbling and s tu n ts
4 . V o lley b a ll
5 . S o f tb a ll
6 . Basketball
7 . Song session s
8 . Shuffleboard
9. Miniature g o lf  '
.10. Tennis
11. Badminton
12. Any others not l i s t e d
G. The ind ividual voluntary program
1 . Card playing
2. B illia rd s
3 . Ping pong
4 . Checkers and chess
5 . Watching te le v is io n





10. Touch fo o tb a ll
11. Weight l i f t in g
12. Water tage
13. Water basketball
14. Song session s
15. Playing the piano
16 . Kite f ly in g
17. B icycle rid ing
18. Skating
' 19. Lounging
20. Puzzle build ing
21. Badminton
22. Any other not l i s t e d  above
VI. Plans for Future Growth
A. Are there any d e f in ite  plans fo r  the growth of the club?
B. What are some o f the additions which are being considered? 
VII. Recommendations and Comments
A. What advice would yo.u g ive  anyone who might be undertaking 
the establishm ent o f a club sim ilar to  th is  one?
APPENDIX B
TABLES CONTAINING DATA ON CLUBS
Table I . Reasons for  Establishment o f Private Non-profit
R ecreational Clubs in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and 
Factors Considered in  the S e le c t io n 'o f  Their 
Membership
Table I I . O rganizational C h aracteristics of Private Non-profit 
R ecreational Clubs of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Table I I I . F a c i l i t ie s  o f Private Non-profit Recreational Clubs 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Table IV. Program O fferings o f Private N on-profit Recreational 
Clubs o f Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Table V. Selected  C h aracteristics o f Private Non-profit Clubs
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X Miniature Golf 
Course
X X Pitch & Putt 
Course
X X X X X X X Playground
F a c ility
X S o ftb a ll
F ie ldKf — X X X X X X ** P icn ic  Area























































































X * X X Year-round
X X X X X X Summer only
X No Planned Program
X X X X X X X X X
Adult
p a rtic ip a tio n
X X X X X X X X X X
Teen-age
p a rtic ip a tio n
X X X X X X X X X
Pre-teen
p a r tic ip a tio n
X X Classroom In str .
X X X X X X X Sports In struction
X X X Indoor Games
X X X X X X X X X X X Outdoor Games
X X X X Dancing —1
X X X X X X X X X X X Swimming
X X X X X X X Barbecues & P icn ics
X X X X X X
In ter-club  Sports 
Competition
X X X X X X
Intra-club  Sports 
Competition
X X X X X X X X X
Demonstrations and 
Speakers
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Value of  

































Part o f  Membership 











Part o f  Membership 
Dollar Paid for  
Use o f F a c i l i t ie s
£ K v- f- K £- £- Number o f Months in Operation 
Annually
VITA
Norman Anthony Marcel was bom December 25, 193 G in  Houma, 
Louisiana.
He attended school in  Terrebonne Parish, graduating from 
Terrebonne High School in  1948. In 1957, he received the Bachelor 
o f Science degree from the U niversity o f Southwestern Louisiana 
in  L afayette , Louisiana. One year la te r , he was awarded the Master 
o f Science degree from Louisiana State U niversity .
His esqperience Includes one year o f teaching mathematics and 
h ea lth  and p h ysica l education at Glasgow Junior High School, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; four years teaching health and physica l education  
at Robert E. Lee High' School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and one year  
as an A ssistan t Professor in  the Department o f Health and P hysical 
Education o f Francis T. N ich o lls State C ollege, Thibodaux, Louisiana.
He i s  married to  the former Margaret Mackey, and they have 
two ch ild ren , Mary and Paula.
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